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Summary:

The document discusses challenges faced by the Kuomintang (KMT) in maintaining
political discipline and unity within Taiwan’s Legislative Yuan and Control Yuan. Although
opposition does not threaten government stability, there are calls for reforms, stricter
adherence to constitutional procedures, and frustration over the lack of meaningful
policymaking channels. The KMT plans to address internal dissent through a registration
and purge of disloyal members, alongside the establishment of a new Policy Board to
restore order, though concerns remain about the long-term effectiveness of these
measures
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SUIMARY. Oppos:atlon to Government and Party in the eé:.s?l.:ﬁ;i%ﬁanc of
Goverr*nen’c while not threatening goverrmental stabi 1ty or Jjeopardizing bhagic
policies, con‘b:.nues to evoke, concern. - The Kuomintang is unable to enforce
discipline on its majorities in the Legislative and wtrol Tuans, at leaét
with regard to day-to-day business. The Party "small Wﬂaﬁw
Yuan continue to meet, but no loager serve to produce:Party 5~ 6r to convey
+to higher levels the adv:.ce and opinions of lower-ranking Party members,
Serious discussions of policy are more likely to take place in informal groups
formed without much regard for pa;‘ty affiliation. The strength of opposition
to Government and Party varies from irdividuzl to individual. Soms desire to
see the KMT disestablished. The majority remain loyal to the Pres:.dent and
most accept the need for a "special role" for the KMT, but they desire ref‘orms
~and “house-cleaning, and a stricter adherence to constitutional procedures,
They are restive under the present system, which they feel denies them an ade-
guate and appropriate role in policy formulation, At the hottom of thie
situation is the Party's lack of effective and graduated pressures for use on
the Bgislators; the Party can threaten expulsion, with considerable effect in
.individual cases, bubt effectiveness declines if the threat is used too often
or against too many peoples The Party is now reportedly planwing to carry out
a registration of loyal Party members in the legislative branch and among top
officials of the executive, accompahied by a purge of "disloyal! members; this
step will reportedly be followed by the establishment of a new "Policy Board"
which will work closely with the Party Standing Committee. While this remedy
will probably achieve its purpose at least temporarily, depending on how many
members accept registration, it will not eliminate oppesition, and may even,
over the long run, strengthen it, unless some add:.t:x.onal measures are worked out
‘.';“to restore polltlca.l he.rmony., R . R o
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g On March 20, in the course of a courtesy call on CHANG Tao—fan (%ﬁﬁ% )
Pres:.dent of the Legn.slat:we Yuan, Ambzssador Drumright inquired as to the party
. affiliation of the members of the Yuan.. Mr, Chang saa.di that approximate 8&=
... percent. of the 527 members now in Taiwan are XKuomintang: members, the rest™ =
"belnc Democratic Soc1.:-zl:Ls’csE Young China Party members, or :Lndependerrh. °ﬁo§

ever, Chang commented rge 1 ib shguid noi; Lbe Hhought’ nt,l;aﬁ this predo
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b the Iiegl_sla“ba.ve  Yuan; 5Eficials of the; Exscutiv
i ’bhe- Leglslatn.ve Yilan o : ) :
"official concern over the situation'in the Leglslat:we “and’ Contiol
Ydans".should: not be exaggerated ‘Most of- the higher" ofi‘lclals in’
s the execu‘blve branch regard the opp051tion to, the Government now ‘being .
encountered 1n the’ leglslatlve branch as a ma,jor annoyance, it is ‘not -
‘considered a’ threa.r, to the stabillty of the Government, Or to the

v“cont:.nu:a..ty of basic: pollcies . There is " somewhat. more’ “concern’ ‘on ‘the
' part of the Kuom:mtang leadershlp over the" slackém.ng of Par’c,yi

nroposed by, the Executive’ Yuan, a.nd strong atte.cks on 1ndiv1dual members. of
the Cabinet, have occurred. fairly: frequently in the past few months,’ Such in
stances obv:\.ously could not occur if the KMT were able. 'h’ t
d:Lscn.pl:.ne within its s:Lzea’ble ma.;jor:.'by in the. Yuan?

pliné is reflected also on the. organ:.zat:_onal Llevel ,Many of the KMT members

. 'still a.ttend the Party "small group" meetlngs once or twice a montho Theoreti-
f_;ca.lly these "cel_'L" meetlngs should serve the” purpose ‘of main‘balnlng party umty
~in rege.rd to.. specli’:.c issues) as well as prov1d1ng a chennel ﬁhrough which;;

'opn.nz.ons of the leglslators can be’ brought ‘to the’ attentlon of hlgher 1evels.

‘in the Pa.r‘by. Actually, accord:l_ng to Iega.slators who partlcipa‘be in the "sm.all

’group" meetmgs, they no longer serve either purgo:ae.' “HANG. Lsun—y:mg \_«r_"i §1) R

- for example s a female: legislator who, ‘considers herself a’ member in good standirrg ‘

"of "the"KMT,  says that to the extent the’ "small groups" have any bearlng on:

. political opinion within the leg:.slatn.ve Yuany if.is’to;

of” people "of common background or. place of ‘origin®
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: The:.r tenure of off:.ce is, secur_e
1ndei‘:m:1.te i‘u’oure., Thelr sala.m.es canno’c. be stopped,i They can cause
the xecutive branch as mich or more trouble’ than “the’ execu‘blve can cause them
LI _Ch'lng—l:. ( %% ), .an old-time Party member’ of. moderate liberal views;
: ' the" situd thls Wgy' the only wa,v the Party has of lln:o.ng up’. the

“suppbr'g‘of Part.y members for “a” par'blcular xgzeasure is to “conv:.nce the 1nd1v1dual

) Ti personally feels the Party genera.lly means Well ‘but 1t is fre-‘_ ,
quently mlsz.n.f‘onned. _ sad of arriv. ' : basis-of the.
.and” consultmg the opinion of 'xpe;-ts in the Yuan before takmg a",'posrbion
- (1i'is an’expert on agrlcultural majb‘ters), ‘bhe Party “tends to take. decls:.ons'as
"t.hough it ‘had in fact the means to demand bllnd obedience rom the’ Party mem- :
b f:Ls» certainlyi’no -l'onger” .‘bhe aca.
‘understand t e facts of ™ , :hlch they“are requ:.red t3 pa.ss
they are as ap‘b ‘j‘,o accep‘b: he a.dv:Lce f the man’ who i




: "hero-leader" as’a oncrete focus ‘of - natlona.l loyal’oles has greatly :anreased ;
The Governmant's arrlval :Ln Ta:z.wa,n was of course at such a time of ' crlsls s and

dlrectlon, _but does ‘not” qul’oe “know. how‘_to”go about i‘b w:n.‘bhout r:.sking instablllty. :
11 belleires some " of those nearest the ,Presldent (he “says. he does not rean- only . -
’Chlang Chlng-kuo, whose main dei‘ect lS ‘his lack of famillarlty with Eestern
mstltutlons ) keep the’ true facts’ from- “the. Pres:.ﬂent and ‘play. -upon his fears
democracy would impa::r thelruni‘bg hecessary for dei‘eat:.ng *bhe

3t KO

: ' pinion, ’ohew ‘closér Free China comes rriing to the’
(he' hmself antlclpates a collapse on the mamland ‘w:x.th:.n 3 years) ‘bhe more%
;mpera.'bn.ve 1'b is o strengthen the const:\.tutlcn

“not be. able to ‘count. on-a Welcome i‘or oﬁr 1ea&ers 3 o_izi Govai'nment »-or,
Tne only p:.ece oi‘ bavgage 've can be~ sure 31 tak:.ng back with us“ ig our.




'freedom 1o orga.m.ze poln.tlcal part.ues 4in Taiwen 15 untrue ;
agalnst the Government because of what-he con.,\iders its. arb:.‘brary control of'
the press, “mainly through the system of’ alloca‘bn.on of-newspr:.nt.

"_rh'ey ,efrgue i"that,. in any rca.sfe B the sacrifice

1s no*b necessary to prepare -for a . counterattack, .- They
 an. a.nd:.spensa‘i‘ale component of the
b

s -

“The pr1nc1pal dlfference ‘between the vi .
o “rad:.cals" and those, of the more moderate "defenders of the
const:.‘butlon" is the grea:ber bittern., eSS, of the. former 'boWard
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'Judg:.ng from seve_ral recent fragmentary stories in“the press,-
statements of. various members of the Ieglslatlw Yua.n, it ‘appelrs that the
President has dec:Lded upon ‘tvoy :meortan'c steps £ tlghten “Party discipline.:

These steps have now, (accord:mg to SHAO Hua -'@ 72,8 former CC Clique’ mem-

' Per and ‘a Mradical. tl"ough still countéd’as a member3 been. approved by the *
KMT S’t.and.lng Conmut’c.ee s though action has noét ye‘o ‘been. m‘tlated. ‘The first - . °
4s’t,ep is to be a reglstratlon of loyal ?arty members .An: the Iega_slatn_ve -and .- %
Control; Yusns and among the top-ranking off:.c':lals of, Goverﬂmen’c.‘ This reglstra-
;lon would :mvolve é "weed:ng—-out" of mem'bers _o doubtful loyal‘by. Those who “

.purged from the Pa.rty ranks,

two: Yua,ns “and in the execntn.ve a.rea. “of govornmen’b

“selected and y:ould work*very closely with.the’ "Standing f

“Reportedly the new Policy Board would’ comprlse 25 members from' the'Ing.slative
¥uan, 11 from the Con’crol Yuan\ and 7 .from ‘the " ;

It is too early ~t.c>\1:>red:u.°c, rieflm.tely how, t_l_lese measures; i an‘. ually put
3.nto eff_‘ect w:Lll be received by the leglslaﬁors; and t6 what éxhént the::
measures w::.ll achleve the de31red effect of restorlng ;Par'by dlsclplme.

Tthought on’ Ap‘ml L ’ohat most of ‘the ’Yeu’ch “Corps element (totallng 180 persons_
jgood‘ part of the "bang! (total:.ng 120 persons) ya '
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. members in' the
“Party: rather than
accept expulsion, th
be' greatly:dimi
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