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SUBJECT: 
Suicide of Chia-i Hsien Council Speaker''''' 7,.c 
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Chinese observers commenting to Embassy officers and other, %4 
American officials on the state of morale in Taiwan frequently men- hot : 

Officers and men in the armed forces are alleged te"-ba unh py because?4 ':;9‘
tion as a major adverse factor the "oppression" ciIthe Kuo ' ang. mo , 

of the consideration given to political factors--e.g., the Party 
C) 

standing of the individual concerned--in promotions and assignments, 
C) 

and the allegedly disproportionate influence of political officers 1**,.. 
and Party members in the administration of the service.: Local, 

Ca 
elective officials complain of Party "spying" on their activities. I 
Private persons complain of the requirement of Party membership for A) 
certain positions. Certain instructors at Taiwan University express 

tz 
resentment over what they consider the concerted effort by the tn 
Ministry of Education and the Kuomintang to remove non-KMT member 

Ssu-liang as President of the University. OD ,

To some extent, such complaints are reflective of the frustra-

tions that are inevitable under the heavy burdens, economic, political, 

and psychological, imposed by the wartime conditionwunder which life 
must be carried on in Taiwan. It is only natural that the Kuomintang, 

as the dominant political force in Taiwan, should be the target of 
much of the resentment generated by these circumstances, whether or 
not the Kuomintang per se is actually responsible for the particular 
grievance of the codiairEing individual. 

To some extent also, complaints against the KMT are politically 
motivated. The leadership of the GRC--and many private persons 
as well--subscribe to the statement reportedly made by President 
CHIANG at the Memorial Service for Dr. Sun Yat-sen on May 19 at the 
Yangmingshan Institute for Revolutionary Practice: "The fact that 

there is a breath of life in China today is thanks to the Kuomintang. 
The Chinese Government and Party leadership are insistent also that 

the only hope for the recovery of the mainland li+e€ in presetyl.ng 
the, vigor and unity of the Kuomintang. This view has its opponents, 
who argue that the.institutiomof•Mestoonityie4emocrad'y and the 
disestablidament4fitO:Kuri iP"g gc,ul4 tq theillest way of combatti 
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F-- 	Chinese observers commenting to Embassy officers and other, 
American officials on the state of morale in Tai van frequently men- 

as a major adverse factor the "oppression" citthe Kuo 	ang. 
Officers and men in the armed forces are alleged to` be unh py because. 
of the consideration given to political factors—e.g., the Party 
standing of the individual concerned--in promotions and assignments, C) 
and the allegedly disproportionate influence of political officers 
and Party members in the administration of the service.: Local ,  
elective officials complain of Party "spying" on their activities. 
Private persons complain of the requirement of Party membership for 
certain positions. Certain instructors at Taiwan University express tz resentment over what they consider the concerted effort by the 	to Ministry of Education and the Kuomintang to remove non-KMT member 	CO 
CH ,IEN Ssu-liang as President of the University. 

To some extent, such complaints are reflective of the frustra-
tions that are inevitable under the heavy burdens, economic, political, 
and psychological, imposed by the wartime conditiontrunder which life 
must be carried on in Taiwan. It is only natural that the Kuomintang, 
as the dominant political force in Taiwan, should be the target of 
much of the resentment generated by these circumstances, whether or 
not the Kuomintang p se is actually responsible for the particular 
grievance of the complaining individual. 

To some extent also, complaints against the KMT are politically 
motivated. The leadership of the GRC--and many private persons 
as well—subscribe to the statement reportedly made by President 
CHIANG at the Memorial Service for Dr. Sun Yat-sen on May 19 at the 
Yangmingshan Institute for Revolutionary Practice: "The fact that 
there is a breath of life in China today is thanks to the Kuomintang. 
The Chinese Government and Party leadership are insistent also that 
the only hope for the recovery of the mainland lies' in preset-Ving 
the, vigor and unity of the Kuomintang. This view has its opponents, 
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chafing under the variburbuHtells'dfn.ire Tatwany and who are 
only too ready to blame their ills on the ruling Party. This 
situation is the source of some concern to the Government and Party 
leadership, who feel that one of the things responsible for the loss 
of the mainland was the undermining of the nation's political unity 
by mistaken advocates of misconceived democracy and freedom. 

Enclosed, as an example of an attempt to exploit resentment of 
the Kuomintang for political purposes, is a translation of an edi-
torial from the lI Lszi Lun Pao of May 5, relating to the) suicide of 
Mr. WANG Kuo-chu, Spagr—Er the Chia-i Haien Council. The implica-
tion of the editorial is that Wang's suicide was due at least in 
part to Kuomintang pressures in connection with intgrnal political ' 
matters in the Hsien Council. From an objective standpoint, a 
finding of guilty against the Kuomintang would hardly appear justi-
fied in this case. Wang had for some time past been despondent over 
his wife's death, had even spent some time in'a mental sanitarium, 
and committed suicide on the anniversary of his wife's death. The 
political maneuvering described in the enclosed report appears to,be 
the sort of thing that might happen even under a western-style 
party system. However, many readOs of the Ems Lun Pao will . 
undoubtedly accept the editorial and its impli-cAtions at face value, 
and the suicide of Wang Kao-chu will probably be accepted by politi-
cal malcontents as an.instance of "oppression" by the KMT. 

The political motiyation of Publisher-Editor Li Wan-chu in 
printing the editorial in question is obleious. Re is one of the 
leading figures in the current endeavor to establish a "genuine" 
oppesition party (See Embassy's Despatch 689 of May 13, 1958, "Views 
of LI Wan-chu, Taiwanese Publisher, on Political Conditions on Taiwan; 
Prospeets of•an Opposition Party."). 

In connection with the Publications Law Revisions Bill, now 
under consideration in the Legislative Yuan, it may be of interest 
that Editor Li told the reporting officer recently that the enclosed 
editorial is an example of the kind of thing he would not "dare" 
print,: if the Revisions Bill were enacted, 

. . 
For the AMbassador: 

David L. Osborn 
Counselor of Embassy for 
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chafing under the variburbul-dtells'dfn.ire to Tatwany and who are 
only too ready to blame their ills on the ruling Party. .This 
situation is the source of some concern to the Government and Party 
leadership, who feel that one of the things responsible for the loss 
of the mainland was the undermining of the nation's political unity 
by mistaken advocates of misconceived democracy and freedom. 

Enclosed, as an example of an attempt to exploit resentment of 
the Kuomintang for political purposes, is a translation of an edi-
torial from the IlLsn Lun Pao of May 5, relating to the) suicide. of 
Mr. WANG Kuo-chu, SpeREW-Er the Chia-i Hsien Council. The implica-
tion at the editorial is that Wang's suicide was due at least in 
part to Kuomintang pressures in connection with intgrnal political 
matters in the Hsien Council. From an objective standpoint, a 
finding of guilty against the Kuomintang 	hardly appear justi-
fied in this case. Wang had for some time past been despondent over 
his wife' s; death, had even spent some time in'a mental sanitarium, 
and committed suicide on the anniversary of his wife's death. The 
political maneuvering described in the enclosed report appears to,be 
the sort of thing that might happen even under a western-style multi.T-
party system. However, many readOs:of' the Ems Lun Pao will 
undoubtedly accept the editorial and its implidAtions at face value, 
and the suicide of Wang Kilo-chu will probably be accepted by politi-
cal malcontents as an.instance of noppressiono by the KMT. 

The political motivation of Publisher-Editor Li Wan-chu in 
printing the editorial in question is obvious. Re is one of the 
leading figures in the current endeavor to establish a "genuine 
oppOsition party (See Embassy's Despatch 689 of May 13, 1958, uViews 
of LI Wan-chu, Taiwanese Publisher, on Political Conditions on Taiwan; 
Prospects of• an Opposition Party.fl). 

In connection with the Publications Law Revisions Bill, now 
under consideration in the Legislative Yuan, it may be of interest 
that Editor Li told the reporting officer recently that the enclosed 
editorial is an example of the kind of thing he would not "dare" 
print,: if the Revisions Bill were enacted, 
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