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Summary:

The document discusses the suicide of Wang Kuo-chu, the Speaker of the Chia-i Hsien
Council, attributing his death to personal and political pressures.This document
summary was generated by an artificial intelligence language model and was reviewed
by a Wilson Center staff member.
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. The Chinese Government and Party leadership are insistent also that
~ the only hope for the recovery of the mainland lieg in preserving
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Chinese observers commentmng to Embassy officers and other
American officials on the state ¢f morale in Talyan frequently men-
tion as a major adverse factor the Moppression® of the Kuomintang.
Officers and men in the armed forces are alleged to~be_ unhappy because,
of the consideration given to pulitical factors--e.g., the Party
standing of the individual concerned--in promotiong and assignments,
and the allegedly disproportionate influence of political officers
and Party members in the administration of the servicel. Local
elective officials compiain of Party "spying" on their activitieés.
Private persons complain of the requirement of Party membership for
certain positions. Certain instructors at Taiwan University express.
resentment over what they consider the concerted effort by the
Ministry of Education and the Kuomintang to remove non-KMT member
GH'IEN ‘Ssu~liang as President of the University.

To some extent, such complaznts are reflective of the frustra-
tions that are 1nev1table under the heavy burdens, economic, political,
and psychological, imposed by the wartime conditions* under which life
must be carried on in Taiwan. It is only natural that the Kuomintang,
as the dominant political force in Taiwan, should be the target of
much of the resentment generated by these circumstances, whether or
not the Kuomintang per se is actually responsible for the partlcular
grievance of the complaining 1nd1v1dual. o

- To some extent also, complaxnts agalnst the KMT are polltically
motivated. The leadership of the GRC--and many private persons

as well--gubscribe to the statement reportedly made by President
CHIANG at the Memorisl Service for Dr. Sun Yat-sen on May 19 at the
Yangmingshan Institute for Revolutionary Practices ®The fact that

there is a breath of life in China today is thanks to the Kuomintang,:gg

who argue that the.insbitution.of.Mestenn -eby&e democracy and the
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the, vigor and unity of the Kuomintang. This view has its opponents, g
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' communism, a line of drghmett that’thad a:wide 4ppesl:to persons
chafing under the various’ ‘bubrdiis' £ 1ife 1in Tagga%; a‘ndpwho are
only too ready to blame their ills on the ruling Party.. This _
situation is the source of some concern to the Government and Party
leadership, who feel that one of the things responsible for the loss
- of the mainland was the undermining of the nation's political unity
by mistaken advocates of misconceived democracy and freedum.

5o Enclosed, as an example of an attempt to exploit resentment of
the Kuomintang for political purposes, is a translation of an edi-
torial from the Kung Lun Pao of May 5, relating to the suicide of
Mr. WANG Kuo-chu, Speaker of the Chia-i Hsien Council. The implica-
tion of the editorial is that Wang's suicide was due at least in

- part to Kuomintang pressures in connection with internal political -
matters in the Hsien Council. From an objective standpoint, a
finding of gullty against the Kuomintang would hardly appear justi-
fied in this case. Wang had for some time past been despondent over .
his wifets death, had even spent some time in'a mental sanitarium,
and committed suicide on the anniversary of his wife'!s death. The
political maneuvering described in the enclosed report appears to be
the sort of thing that might happen even under a western-style multi--
party system. However, many readefs of the Kung Lun Pao will .
undoubtedly accept the editorial and its implications at face value,
and the suicide of Wang Kuo-chu will probably be accepied by politi-

cal malcontents as an-instance of "oppression® by the KMT.

4 The political motivation of. Publisher-Editor Li Wan-chu in
printing the editorial in question is obvious. He is one of the
leading figures in the current endeavor to establish a "genuine®
oppogition party (See Embassy's Despatch 689 of May 13, 1958, "Views
of LI Wan~-chu, Taiwanese Publisher, on Political Conditions on Taiwanj;
Prospects of an Opposition Party.®}. R LA

- . In comnection with the Publications Law Revisions Bill, now
under consideration in the Legislative Yuan, it may be of interest
that Editor Li told the reporting officer recently that the enclosed
editorial is an example of the kind of thing he would not "darem
print, if the Revisions Bill were enacted. . ..~ = oovl
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'nhappy th.
matters’ unde31rabli
nerves co;lapsed and’ he ,
and decided to commit. ‘suicide
“ago.;'mha prDVerb says‘*ﬂAltho ‘not '
‘died because of me.": Because ofth “sloganof.-"comple
dience to. .the’ organlzatlon,“,' ‘ e ¢ 'tlnuous tro”b e
. local polltlcal stave‘w‘Should the-Part
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“hyien and’ clty coun011§ Lhis spring Wers ,' a alias th
“ruling ‘Party had” expected & i AN )

‘Tao: Yuan Hsien Councvl was. the most: o]ﬁA

.the’ elected speaker was forced,to re51g, ' -

nominee’ could not oe sure of . his{ lectlo 'because he’ was unable

'The Speaker éﬁd “the Vice Speakér.o:
Were elected as the artthad <) anneﬂ“
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