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Summary:

The document outlines proposals made by the Chinese Government through Minister
Tan regarding military and economic requests to the United States. Key points include
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Minister Tat said that he had been aSked to inqUire about certain 

matters which President Chiang had brought up with Ambassador Rankin Uj

during hia„final interview before his departure. 

He said'that the Chinese Government was interested in learning the CO

status of its request that the re-equipping of the Chinese armed 

be speeded up. Hp 8aid, that his government's request was that the c) 

program be compieted in two.years rather than three and that'this meant ti)

that' 10i divisions would be equipped each year instead of seven. 

Minister Tan also said that the request specificplly called for the 

re-equipping of four additional divisions. Mr. Clough inquired whether -r 

these four were in'addition to the 21 di7isions already scheduled for ft: 

re-equipping under the program, pojaiting cut lilat this was unlikely in 

view of the fact that there were only,21 fUll active divisiots in the 

Chinese Army. Minister Tan said that he yea not clear on that Point 
,•.1 
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but that he would seek clarification fro! Taipel. -1
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Minister Tan said that he had been aeked to inqttire about certain 

matters which President chiang had brought up with Ambassador Rankin 

during his final interview before his departure. 

He said that the Chinese Government was interested in learhing the 

status of its request t4lat the re-equipping oI the Chinese armed f es 

be speeded up. H sai4 that his government's request was that the 

program. be compieted. in two years rather than thme and that this meant 

that lO divisions would be equipped each year instead of seven. 

lvlinister Tan also said that the request specificUy called for the 

re-equtpping of four additional divisions Mr. lough inquired whether 

these four were inadditiQn to the 21 di'dsions already spheduled for 

re-equipping under the program, p4nting cut at this was unlikely in 

view of the fact that there were only 21 full active divisions in the 

Chinese Army. Hinister Tan said that he was not clear on that point 

but that he would seek clarification from Taipei. 
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Minister Tan then said that MAAn TaIian had ith1d cement 
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amount oileilani#4.1i,ailis 8.041.ne4d: Clough said that this 
• 

Point had been noted. 

Turning again to military matters, Minister Tan referred to the 

Chin6se Government!,s request that the United States assist in the equip—

ment of a "mobile task force" trained to meet "any emergency". He affirmed 

that this was the proposal made by Minister of Defense Yu Ta—wei that a 

force be'created which would be "ready for export". Mr. Clough said that 

this proposal was now under consideration in the Department of Defense. 

Finally, Minister Tan brought up the question of the purchase by the 

Chinese Government of certaincargo ships, convertible to passenger or 

transport use, now owned by the United States4 These vessels were needed 

for the purPose of building up China's merchant marine, a project Foreign, 

:..anister Yeh had brought up with the Department on an earlier occasion. ',He 

said that the need for these bottoms might also be felt in connection with 

the mobile task force referred to earlier. Minister Tan went on to point 

out tbat the Chinese Government some years ago had had to cancel contracts 

for ships built in the United States as a result of the loss of the Lainland. 

This had resulted in a financial loss to the Chinese Government. The GRC 

hoped, said Minister Tan, that the sum which had not been recovered from 

this original venture could be aPplied to the purchase of new ships. Mr. 

Clough referred to previous conversations on this subject and dbserved that, 

so far as he knew, it had not yet been determined whether the shins desired 

could be made available to a foreign government. He would look into the 

present statils of the matter and inform Minister Tan further. He said the 

other question which would have to be resolved was whether, in such a trans-

action, a credit could be ill -lowed under the law for the amount claimed by 

the GRC. Minister Tan said that he understood this and would so report to 

Taipei. 

With regard to the military matters mentioned by Minister Tan, Mr. 

Clough said he would await clarification of the question concerning the 

number of divisions to be re-equipped before passing the Chinese Govern-

ment's views to the Departmgn: • of Defense. 
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amount o± of.: ac&1.ned:i+.. Clough said that this 
point had been noted. 

Turning again to military matters, Minister Tan referred to the 

Chinee Government.s request that the United States assist in the eqttip- 

ment of a task force" trained to meet "any emergency". He affirmed 

that this was the proposal made by Minister of Defense Yu Ta-wei that a 

force be created which would be "reacbj for export". Mr Clough said that 

this proposal was now under consideration in the Department of Defense'. 

Finally, Minister an brought up the question of the purchase by the 

Chinese. Government of certain cargo ships, convertible to passenger or 

transport use, now owned by the United States These vessels were needed 

for the purpose of building up China's merqhant marine, a prcject Foreign 

inister Yeh bad brought up with the Department on an earlier occasion He 

said that the need, for these bottoms might also be felt in connection with 

the mobile task force referred to earlie±'. Minister Tan went on to point 

out that the Chinese Government some years ago had bad to. cancel contracts 

for ships built in the United States as a result of the loss of the mainland. 

This had resulted in a financial loss to the Chinese Government. The GRC 

hope4, said Minister Tan, that the sum which had not been recovered from 

this original venture could be alied to the purchase of.' new ships. Mr. 

Clough referred to previous conversations on this subject and observed that, 

so far as he knew, it had not let been determined whether the ships desired 

could be made available to a foreign governmen. He would look into the 

present statp.s of the matter and inform Minister Tan further. He said. the 

other question which would have to be resolved was whether, in such a trans- 

action, a credit could be allowed under the law for the amount claf.med by 

the GRC Minister Tan said that he 'understood this and would so report to 

Taipei. 

With regard to the military matters mentioned by Minister Tan, Mr. 

dough said he would await clarification of the question concerning the 
number of divisions to 1e re-equipped before passing the Chinese Govern- 

ment's views to the Department of Defense. 
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With regard t o  the nil i ta.ry Pat ters  mentioned by ILinister Tmi, Kr. 
Clough said he would await clar i f icat ion of the question concerning the 
number of divisions t o  zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAIx r e -eq~pped  before passing the  Chinese Govern- 
ment's views t o  the Departmen: of Defense. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

1 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan


