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Summary:

This document summarizes a conversation with Yang Chao-chia, Commissioner of Civil
Affairs in Taiwan. Yang criticized the economic burden on farmers, expressed hopes for
reform through strengthening public voices, and condemned Chinese government
oppression and secret police methods.This document summary was generated by an
artificial intelligence language model and was reviewed by a Wilson Center staff
member.
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: 124, July 26, 4 p.m.
Ha s JULY ’ P : Name of Offiger

T ‘ Direction t
Ti‘olh:win;;, summary of more sal;enu points of convprsaéio o DC/R

July 24 with Yang Chao-chia, Commissicner of Civil Affairs,
prepared largely from notes made hy Viee Consul Osborn, who
interpreted. During talk Yang was direct and frank, unhes-
itatingly answering questlons and giving opinions.

T IT, ECOROMIC. Farmers bear*ng heavy burden. Unable make
pﬂofit first because government price for rice too low,
sg¢eond becauss forced sell at unfavorable time to pay savings
leévies, third beeause ECA fertilizer too dear. Despite thils,
Bormosans remain non-Communist; merely =at less, buy fewer

Cﬂlocnes, etc. But they hecome more and more apathetic and *"7

Lundraw support from goverament. VYear sgo they had with-
qr&w support bur thanks Lo certain minor reforms in govern-
ment and now to interpesition of Seventh Flset they have
some hope. Pubt they do not dare exprzss hopes because Chi-
feése Government has "big bullets®.

;2. FORMCSAN HOPES. Ehperin 1ce in February 28 incident
faught Yang and other leaders avoid useless violence and
bloodshed, that patience under oppression essential, that
ultlmatelv justice will b~ done, and that ail efforts must
be devoted quietly toward "strengthening voice of people"
When Yang learned that confessions of arrested FILR 1eadens
impiicaced him, he offered resign and svand trial;, but K. C.
Wu, kKnowing what public reaction would be, insiits? he ro-
main post. Wu won ouf over opposltion of Chen Cheng and
Peng Meng-chi, who in their usual blind way wished prosenute
all Formosan officia¢s implicated by confessions.
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Indirect pressure by US Government, which bwought K. C. Wu
into office and led to several 'reforms, most appreciated by
Formosans. US should continue indirect pressure. Formosans
aware of US Government interest, and seek some way to 3§0W
gratitude. face
. ) < ’33’
3. CEINESE GOVERNMENT POLICE METHODS. Mainiand lost ‘Because
people wers alienated by use of force ang opprgssion,fﬁxgg :
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Chinese Govermmsnt goes ahead and ignores human wrights.
One wauld think.tkad wow Chinges Soyspmangigt® $35 boen reduced
to small island $f.wuld legrnelessens bhig® idshead goes
plindly ahead gpe 838 °pRthe$ Uniil.T4il L1 drodd’, now en-
trenched in secret police, are removed from 21l influence
power of GG clique cannst be broken. Thus currsnt "reform"
of KMT is sham. In any glven district thire are 12 or 13
different secret police groups, all ¢ompeting with ohne
another. Some of groups in alliance with eriminal gangs,
and there are frequently subgroups. There 1is no hope for
Talwan, as long a@s military force continues usurp functions
of Justice. Yang constantly fights Tor indepsndent civil
courts and fer civil rather than military trials.

¥, K. C. WU. Is really -trying push through Democratic
reforms. Has given Yang full supporit, and every time has’
baen facsed with cholte of more support to Formosans or.
giving in to miliitary pressure Wu has chosen baslk up Por-
mogans. Wu gave Yang full control of elecvions and has in~
slsted suceessfully that Yang not be interfered with. Yang
obvlously thinks highly of Wu's.efforts and believes he is -
sincere in motives. - :

5. ELECTIONS. In Kmualien and Taiturg, on East coast, 73 -
percent and 95 percent respectively of electors voked without
correicn, without single incident and with enthusiasm. Most
of those elected were independents, rest EKMP. One KMT mem-
ber, defeated in Hurlien, is trying to gét suveccessful woran
candldate removed, but unléss High Authority willing fla- -~
grantly to break own rules, he has no hope,

In West coast area elections will not go so well because
there are more intelligentsia and thus more factions. Even
though the elections will be faly there will be troubles.

Aftver haien and municipal councllis are elected, villages
will elect own assemblies and cities will elect mayor.
Prrobably gimultaneously new proviicial pecp.els cuuneids will
be elected indirectly by hslen counclls. Yang belleves !
these various representative bodies will be able stand own
Teet and modify mainlander methods of deallng wlth Formosars.

6. ECA AND JCRR., US aid should be based on principle of
benefitting Formosans, who now constitute China. ECA fer-
tilizer is not helping Formosans as much as it could. Es-
tablished Formosan industry should take precedence over:
projects backed by maimlgndersq

Dr. Moyer is fine man bui his organization has defects,
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main one belng mainland bias. JCRR Js little more than
organ of Centrdl, G8Vaftnilents’. iBu}k of-empggyges mainlanders.
Farmers consldér:Sgrﬂcubtune-on-maiqlgnd aclkwird, yet
mainlanders ussa’ By JORB to try to fmprove Fotmosan agri-
cultures even Janitors and chauffeurs are mainlanders..
There are many qualified Formosans who should replace them
and thus improve effectiveness of ald.
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