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Summary:

The document highlights that no responsible Chinese officials or significant public
opinion factions desire the cancellation of the US Seventh Fleet mission, despite its lack
of direct military strengthening for Formosa.This document summary was generated by
an artificial intelligence language model and was reviewed by a Wilson Center staff
member.
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/1 To our knowledge, Lo responsible Chinese official and

h} no significant faction publie opinion would wish Severnth
Fleet misslon eancelled under present c¢ireumstances. Loe »3,1
reaction to President's remsrks at press ecohference A‘ugh
31 is ample confirmation.

2. Chinese hold sbove posﬁzion despite fTact that US action
begun June 27 has sc far contributed to no permanent
strengthening Chinese mllitsry forces on Formosa, while st
same bime preventing any inbterference with concurrendt and
substantial bulld-up of Chinese Communist preparations for
invasion (MYTEL 339, September 2, transmitting memorandum
from Foreign Minister).

3, There is appreciation in Chinese officizl eirelies of US
position on proposed Formosan investigation, coupled with
hope US will appreciate delicacy of situation here which
prospect of such investigation has brought about. While not
expecting US actlvely olock consideration of proposal
Chinese Government hopeful we will not only aveid sponsoring
1% but overlook no suitable opportunity to allow projest
elther to die or take innocuous form. Chinese Government in-
structions to its SC representative simply to abstain 1P
proposal comes to vote 1s evidence oL reagsonable official
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- 1eeipned MTYYE course hoped for by Chinese Government scarcely of
ien, _.nature to provide pretext Chinese Communist agsression, - In
c/;: """ any case, well established Communist pattern of action based

%7, v upon more substantial motivation and uses tangible or wn@w

/;.,~:‘n.—~u~—fac%ured pretexts almost solely for propagands .
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SECRET

-2-#388, September 16, 4 p.m., from Taipsl

5. Whatever pregise-i3.pesifjionewith refererncegebo support
Nationalist CGovezngmenit i sgccess of Sgyestbht Bleqt: mission is
dependent to impreind ‘defred bu.tmihtehanhd.&dchnical
effectiveness and morale of Chinese Armed Foreces. NSC de-
cided sonetime ago Formosa could not be held without use of
US ground forces. Since then, Communist alr, sea, land pre-
parstions against Formosa have advanced substantially.
Evidently, it is more {mportant than ever that US should
strive to avoid, and whenever poszible prevent steps lizble
Pfesber wicertainty, alarm, or dissenbion among Chinese
forees, bthereby inviting Chinese Communist attack and con-
tribubing to it= possible success,
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Notes: DEPTEL 237 drafted in FE:0A:T.L.Perking.
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