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- There is enclosad a 1engthy memorapdum, entmgleqﬂ"A i ~Jaﬁ:
General Report on Formosa', At the RO's request, this 57 o & !
wag prepared by a well-educated China mainlander, who has ) OJﬁ'
informative assoclation with officials in the Chinese Government , ¥ |
and Kuoninbtang and especially with those in sducation and O |
journalism., The RC has a high opinion of the aubhor of this O ﬁ\
memorandun end considers him, on the basis of four years! i ~ g
acquaintanceship, to be a person of probity and inbelligerice. N &
The views presented in the memorandum are accordingly thought w 3
to bewaf real value. ‘ Q |

ggg

The subjects for major consideration in the merorandum sre
(1) President CHIANG Kai-shek's position with reference to Free
China's struggle against Communist China, (2) Formosa's
potential as an operations base in a counteratback against the
- Communist-held mainland, (3). American inflience and policy towards
Free Chinga, {(4) relatlons between natives of Formosa and
Chinese from the mainland, and (5) the outlook for Free China,

e

Ampng the c¢onclusions of the memorandun are these:
(1) President Chiang is a symbol of Chinese resistance to

Communlsﬁ Chinsa, he may be a military asset but he is a political
liabilityoto Free China.

(2) The 1sland’s intelligentsia ‘do not think that the
United States will back a Chinese attempt to retbake the mainland
by force nor do they bhink that the United States will abandon

over continental China seems to lie in becoming a real bulwark
of democracy and freedom, soms relexation in war-time controls

-
L
5

l_ S

Wy

Free«Ghina to thq,Commqnists. _ R
; = (%) Since the main hops for Free China to regaln control B = P
3

2 53

. RiRindenscs

REPORTER

[ XXX XX ]
*

-

[ X X X ] \
-

L 3 : ] m
[ X )

(XX X2 g"
L 3
(X X 2-% 3 ]

TN xfﬁ

L d

-

L]

.
R 1
b

ACTION COPY — DEPARTMENT OF STATE '

Tlfe actlon office must l‘fT cura this permanent record copy to DC/R files with an endorsement of actlion taken.

2y

ey

i T L L ey s

-F
¥
X
t




Page._z._______of 2

Desp. Mo__0B2 . | COWFIDRNTIAL
Frnm L Taiped { Classification) -

and a greater emphasis on nd: noistieai'éeveiapmept
would be desirable. : :

e I I .C .._ . . . ase '.

Copy of despatch pouched to‘Hong Kong.

For the Ambassador:

/WMK%{:? ’ w?f&%

Robhert W. Rinden
First Secretary of Embassy

anlosur

f/l. “ilemorandum

/u&n&( drzf{:a"‘x:"”'

. LX ]
[ .
[ ] .
. . L
L4

OONFIDmNTIAL




CONFIDEITTAL |
( Classification)

S DRANDUR

February 3, 1955

Thisyreport représents several months of effort to btalk to s
veople and to find out how they feel about Free China's present

situation and her fubture prospect.

People informally interviewed include incumbent government
officilals, party workers, military officers, college students,
businessmen, school bteachers, and newspaper znd magsazine editors.
Their averapge age is aboubt 35. All of them have received
more than average education. Nearly all of them read cne or
two newspapers daily and are falrly well-acquainted with

-domestic and international situations. = lMany of them are
interested in poiitics. About a half of them are KNT members.

In my opinion, some fifty of them may be considered
representative of the young Chinese intelligentsia. Four of them
are Formosans, From thelr conversations there should be little
difficulty to gather a rough picture of the preévailing mood

of PFPree China's educated class.

As & whole, they show a strong aversion %o Commtmism and
aspire for democracy, yebl both their aversion and aspiration are
often overshadowed by their skepticism. This 1s probably bscauss
thelr aversion and aspiration have largely grown out of a
"scholarly" comparison between Soviet Russla and the United
States. Only a few of them have lived for a short while under
Communism, and most of them have never seen the actual working
of democracy. Thelr aversion to Communism 1s to a great extent
based upon an inference drawn from various kinds of reports on
Communisn as well as from anti~-Communist propaganda, and so is
their aspiration for democracy based. It may be noted that only
a person who has suffered under Communism can see the true
value of democracy and freedom. On the contrary, only a person
who has seen and felt the actual working of democracy can
better understand the vicious nature of Communism.

For cenburies, the Chinese people have lived in a state
of half-freedom and half-serfdom. Yet, strange as it may seem,
the urge in the Chinese people for democracy and freedom has never
been so apparent and strong as 1t 1s today. Manrnv people are of
the opinion that it is Dr. SUN Yat-sen's appeal for nationalism
rather than democracy that overthrew the lManchu Dynasty. Only
[ when the various forms of contrel were introduced in government l
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from the Vestern nations, the Chinese intellectuals have begun ‘
to realize the need of demoaraay. . 1n fact,. thay. ave ~Lakher
immature politically, so tos $phaki * Theyiahe hall¥d, gkbptld,

s Ly égi§€ic: ¢ Theg Gres ¢
easily upset and discouraged by any ranifestations of "ﬁnabmooracy"
or immorality on the part of a democratic or a "self-styled"
democratic government. » )

These are the qualities that largely determine their outlook
and viewpoint on international and national affalrs.
. =

PralS

GINO 's Popularity

The future of Free China can never be fully explored
without first pubting the Gimo in the correct perspectlve.

It has been generally agrsed that wibthout the coming back
of the Gimo to the presidency in early 1950 Free China would have
probably crumbled under the incessant Communist propaganda blasts
with the reslization that continusd resisbtance would entall
horrible consequence. The cause was already lost., %thy should
the peopié be called upon bo fight for a lost cause?

Free China in the period bebwssn 1949 and 1950 really
needed the Gimo's unwavering leadership. They needed him no%t
becauss they wanted fto vreserve the KT form of government bub
becauge they could count upon no one to save themselves from
Sommunist liguidation. The Gimo had bthe duty as well as the
obligation to do whatever he could to furnish bhem with the
needed probtection. It is rather doubtful that the Gimo thien
krnew what to do., As a matbter of fact, the people, mostly
mainlendsrs, werse qulte aware bthat the Gimo, except as a
phychological morale booster, could really do 1little to ward off
a Communist invasion of Formosa. This by no means, however,
indicated that the Gimo was popular at that time. Vhen a man

‘1s drowning, he is likely to grasp any straw that he can lay his

hand on.

As far as I can gauge, the Gimo has not gained much
popularity since he resumed the presidency in March, 1950,
The ¥orsan war saved the KT government. The shift of American
policy has strengthened his hold on the government but has not
increased his popularity. Is the Gimo indispensable in a
8 uccessful struggle/against Chinese Communism? This is the
question put to theseé fifty-odd young inbtelléctuals in order
that the Gimo's popularity may be roughly ascertained. Here is
8 brealdown of their oyinions:
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l Gver a half of thsem do not believe that the existgnge of ‘
- the Gimo has any vitally illpo¥fesls Deagine ugon; §hb iskruggle !

against Communism. Hiliter$ly, he sayde gn gspgt. Sutbl !
politically, he is definitelyes Tistsrlitys® <They°rodst® That
sheer military sirength can no longer defeat Communism. This
is truwe at lesast in the case of China. The Xuomintang had
ruled the mainland: for over twsnty years, discounting the first
fifteen years of the Chinese Republic. This is because during
that fifteen years China was beset by uncontrolable clvil wars.
Qut of the twenty-0dd years of govermment, the Huominbang enjoyed
about ten years of comparabtive peace throughout the country.
Despibte the great publicity given to the Three People'!s Principles,
the KIT government made little effort to put thess prirnciples into
practice, even in places where the INIT authority was uwnopposed
like Kiangsu and Chekiang. MNilitary, he once symbolized national
wity. Bubt, politically, he has been a failure.

. A small gercentags of them sven go so far as to claim that
the Gimo is ar obstructlon to our return to the mainland., They
hold that the great Chinese masses will never receive the. Gino
and the KTl government with open arms. If the KT government
cannot even make the peonle here hapny aboub the way it conducts
administration, how can it make the mainland people happy
vho are almost sixty times as many. The present government is
gtill plagued by corruption and insptitude, though with much
less publicity since there is 1little freedom of speecii. A
young office worker complained: "Iocok at the Control Yuan's
gazette. VWhy does it always kick at the small Ffry and doed
nothing about the bigwigs? If the members of the Control Yuan
do nolt have much frecdom to exercise their powers, how can you
and I expect Lo have much freedom of doing or saying anything?!
Therefors, the Gimo may be able bto exercise effectiva control
over the government and the army, but that has nothing to do with
his popularity. A successful return to the mainland depends
prinarily upon two things: 1) how well we can foster democracy
and freedom in Formosa, and 2) how far the Unitwd States is
willing to help us. 3 o

About a third corsidey that the Gimo 1y abtiaslutely
indispensable. They poinf out that despite his wemknesses the
Gimo is stlli remembered by many here and on the mainland as
the leader that kept wgrlords under his thumb and brought a
great measure of peace to the nation. Fe it is also that led
the nation to fight determinedly against the Japanese despite
great odds and won. -The oppressed people on the mainland -
will have to turn to him for salvation since they know of no
obther that could match with the Gimo in contributions to national
welfars. Above all, the Gimo iz the only one today that is able
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l to hold the government andsiéhgeveepic hergedqeeithewr.s sPhis, is _—1

especially imporbtant when ﬁhg;na ioy ig,eungaosdeit? af 34f¢ and
death struggle with a deadly 4nemys 5.3dreqvty,’ Wos othdr. Tehder
in the government enjoys such high prestige and respect in the
world as the Gimo.

Generally speaking, there is little doubt that the Gimo can
exercise more effective control over the government and command
the armed foreses with zreater sase. Bub he iz not indispensable,
If he is not exactly popvular in Formosa, how can he be popular
on the mainland? Since there 1s no way to determine anyone's
povnularity on the other side of the Formosa Straits,  anyone
elécted 6 the national lsadership through the constitutional
process will be just as effective and competent as the Gimo in -
rallying the nation to the anti-Communis®t causs.

It may be added that by placing great trust irn his elder ,
gon Ching-liuo the Gimo has done great damage to his own prestige
and popularity among govermment officials, military officers and

‘educated people. In this way, he has alienated himself from

gome of hig former btrusted lisutenants., ' If he persists in such
a manner in conducting state affairs, he will not only destroy
himself but also the Kuominbtang and the government as well,

The longer the XML government sbtays in Fofmosa, the
further will the Gimo's popularity diminish.

Anerican Influenceé and Poliey in Formossa

Yevor before have the Chinese been so influenced by American
thought and culture as now in Formosa. Moreover, never before
has China's destiny been so tied up with American high policy.

- American influence in Free China is cleéarly discernible in
the following respects: :

(1) The wide circulation of American magazines and pocket
books =~ It is sald that the Time magazine sells over 3,000
copies per issue and that the Newsweek between 2,000 and 3,000,
These flgures may appear rather insignificant in comparison
with the millions of copies per issue sold throughout the world,
but they should be scanned in their right perspsctive. In the
first place, PFormoda, having a population of less than ten
million, is definitely no English-speaking country despite
the ever-growing zeal of its population to learn BEnglish. In
the second place, the average purchasing power in Formosa is
very low in comparison with that of the other places whers
Time and Newsweek are sold. The average income of a family

ce ese 3 LY L} [ ) .e
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l is said to be vebween 150 t6 250 Taiwan dollars a month. The
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average income of the intellectuals, naturally, is much highar.
It is aboubt two to three times.dhe,natiopal,averazs: Shat,ds;
between 500 and 740 Tajiwan sigliers, ¢xciddlag®hohifing dnd: 3
substance allowances. To spppdsancgvéerasd of twehlly-fite Tdiwan
dollars per month on Time or Newsweek is none % &mall & “oiden
for an intellectual. In the third place, even the most

popular thinese magazine nowadays sells no more than 5,000 per
issue. A Chinese magazine can usually be self-supporting if it
sells regularly between 3,000 and 4,000 copies per issue.

(2) The general interest in American democracy and political
institutions --~ It has become the practice of newspapers and
magazines of a general nature bto introduce from tlme to time
American democracy and political institublons to the Chinese
.reading public. It is true that the U.S. Information Service
has a hand in this, but one cannot fail %o detect that theve is
a genuine enthusiasm on the part of the ordinary people to seek
to know things American. Whenever any problem arises, it is
usually studled with reference to an American standard or in the
light of what American experts would do with it. Even the
government picks up this line of argument in trylng to sell some
of its projects. For instance, the government wishes to
increase the electric power rate, so 1t tells the people that the
unit rate of Chinese electricity is much lower than the American
rate. When a wiversity vpresident wishes bto expand his
university, he tells the people that in comparisen with average
American universities the university really requires greater
staff and more equipment. Howsver, this line of argument on the
part of the government often draws repugnance from the :
intellectuals. They point out that itis all right to bulld our
political and economic systems along the line of American political
and economic development but 1t is not justified to regulate our
efforts on the basis of the present Anerican standards, Thers
is such a vast difference in the standards of living betwesn us
and the Americans. Nevertheless, American economic and political
thoughts have deeply penetrated into the minds of the young
Chinese¢ intelligentsia. There cannot be any doubt as to their
efforts to absorb them. They have come to realize that although
Chirese traditi_ns and teachings can put China on the same
moral level as any other Western power yet only American political
and economic institutlions, if adequately absorbsd, will turn China
into a powerful country. In size, geographical location and
natural resources, the United States represents the best pattern
of government and economy for China to copy. ‘

(3) The general enthusiasm for study of the English
language =-- Throughout the island there are over a hundred
extension schools giving English lessons. It is estimated
that thers are at least fifty thousand students presently
studying BEnglish in various grades. Thess radio stations draw
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, Educated Chinese who have some ides of international relations :
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safely assumed that everyddy :theds lare’at leqSts a hymired:
thousand persons of varloussages ghudydpg onglish, ¢onsifiéring
the large numbers of collesgs *and *high sehtroX*students *te¥eiving
normal education and the large numbers of government officlals
and military officers receiving government-provided English lessons
in thelr respective unlits. This figure represents about one-
hundredti of the totel population on this igland. It is true
that to learn English has become a world-wide trend during
recent years, but i1t is belleved that Formosa has picked up
greater impetus.

In social life, American Influence 1s sven more pronounced.
This should require no further elaboration. Just look at those
movie posters; stroll into a music siiop; buvw something in a
grocery store; take a casusl look at a drug store; visit 2 book-
store; and teke a btrip to a department stors.

As regards American policy, well informed intellectuals are
generslly agreed on the following manifestations: (1) The
United States has agreed to and insisted on a divided Kores;
(2) she has agreed to a divided Germany; {(3) she has agreed bto
a divided Vietnam; (4) she has left the door open for posgsible
entente with Communist China; (5) she has a definite policy in
HWyrope butbt appears to have none in Asia; (6) she sesms to be
bent-on strengthening the policy of contaimment by
metlculously bullding a strong military belt around the Iron
Curtain; (7) she doss show bhetter understanding of the true nature
of Communism; (8) she intends to bulld up Japan as the
stabilizing force in Asiaj (9) she will not fight Chinese
Communism and will therefore try to establish an uneasy
equilibrium in Asia; (10) she is quite willing to accept =
divided China if it can be arranged to the satisfaction of all
parties concerned,

_Never in history was there a country that fought to save
another country on purely moral grounds, says a young associlate
professor of loglec in Taiwan University. The United States does
have the moral obligation to help the Nationalist government
figgt . bac% to thg mainla%d, but there is a limit to the fulfill-
ment of one's moral obligation unless other g Pation
involved. It follows that while Free Ch?na ggg~%gg£%bt§gg are
égerican moial support 1t cannot expect the United Sbtates to

sregard its own interests and glve al Y
gtrgg%la against Chinese Communi%m? %hé%ugsaaﬁés%gge%h%%egbe
Sta has~been wavering and ducking at svery turn in its dealing
with Free China or whenever the Chins problem comes up for

enquiry. The United States does not really know what to do
with China and how to dispose of 1%, nor, in fact, can anyons
provide a sensible yet workable answer to this problem.
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‘ generally agree that the United States canno® possibly fight . l
hesitation, but they feel madher #iustrbied shd Héprdshked, :

L :

fo save Free China. They do nat guite Rlamg L% forn, inagtion a

knowing that without effeciivel Americars‘dsgistincéd tiere 83
little hope of going back to the mainland.

‘The majority of the fifty-odd people informally talked to
believe that the United States will do nothing more than keeping =
Tormosa out of Communist hands. Recognizing the various manifestations ™
of American China policy, they are of the opinion that the United
States is pressntly pursuing a policy of "active! containment.
This policy, as they see 1%, consists of "agtivqu” maintaining
the presen% boundary line between the Free World and the
Communist World and "actively" building up the economic and
nilitary strength of the Free Yorid, particularly the fringing
areas. This, nabturally, means that there may be an uneasy
truce for meny years to come until the Free World becomes so
prosperous and strong as to make it unnecessary to use force to
1ift the Iron Curtain. OCn the other hand, if the fommuniast
Viorld chooses to fight, the Free World will be me.. than ready
to meet the challenge. But there shall be an eénad o this kind
of the divided world and to this kind of uneasy peace. A
voung lawver asked: "How can a divided Korea _nd a divided
Germany long remain in frustration? The day »f reckoning must
come, But you must wait. Vie should realize that we can
destroy Communists by military force bubt carnot destroy Communism
by wilitery force alonel. }

Howsver, qulte a number of them insist that the United
States is wiiling to sell out Free China if it can secure enough
satisfactory concessions from Communist China. The Americans
are merely using Free Chinag as a bfrump card to make the
necesgary tricks. In international power politics, says a
newspaper correspondent, justice is bubt a catchword used by big
poyers to deceive the weaker nations.  What has the United
Hations done to bear witness to the existence of justice in the
world? The best we can hope, they argue, is American assistance
to keep Formosa from bheing turned into a Communist naval base.
But there 1is absolutely no guarantes that the United States will
not someday make an aboubt-face. If Communist Chira should agree
to a unified Korea and a unified Vietnam on American terms, .
would not the United States think twice before insisting on a
divided China? In other words, if Communist China is willing to
give, sighs an air force colonel, the United States will also be
willing to. Free China will certainly not stand in the way of

a rapprochement between the United States and Red China. :

Only a small percentage hold that the United Stabtes will
be plunged into a general war with Red China whebher it likes it
or not. Peaceful co-existence with Communism is out of guestion.

The problem for Free China is how to advance the date of that war.l
ve o8 e lﬂrllesr
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They base their belief on the assumption that the United States {

can never have peace in ther PReifictwilh o he'ftdié® @hgt:u'eifcg
pvernment on the mainlands § Lhes I;nite.&SSt'a’te'q #3211 shpves o find
some way bo eliminate it, &ldedrbe Unime sptiy servesethiy purpose.
This involves no moral consideration. It is purely a matter of
self-interest,

All in all, a global war may come btomorrow. It may come
in five or ten years. Or it may never come at all. All depends
upon how lons the Communiet World is ready to give o the Free
torld to "arm" itself economically and militarily. So the big
guestion for Free China is how long it can hold on and hold oub.

It is generally agreed that without the cutbresk of & general
war Free China cannot hope the United States to assist single-
handedly in the task of recovering the Chinese mainland.

General Situation on Formosa

To allsppearances, Free China has attained a falr degree of
military, political, finuncial, economic and social stability
through the government efforts during the past five years.
However, bthere stilll exis t stresses and strains in all

- respects of government underneath this seeming stability, but

such stresses and strains have been largely covered up or pushed
aside by the overriding need of unity in the face of imménent
Communist assault or in preparation for a counber-offensive
against the mainland. ‘

It is for the sake of upholding the anbti-Communist cause that
the nation or, more appropriately, Formosa, has been subjected
to all forms of control by the government in 2ll fields of life.
If the anti-Communist cause is evergdeprived-%f its urgency and
supremacy either through a change of the ihternstional
situation or through the emergency of some more critical
domestic lssue, 1t 1s doudbtful that the KT government can still
hope to preserve the degree of stability as it apparently
prevails today. It is cormon sense that no nation can long
remain under a state of rigid control and high tension. It
appears that the government is also aware o* this situation.
While it continues to shout for vigilance &nd preparedness, steps

are being takea to relax the various kinds of control, notably
in the economic field. '

But how long can the government maintain the isléﬁd in high
gear vithout causing a devastatingly demoralizing effect upon %he”
populace?. A man may suffer a nervous breakdown under a long
period of continued high tension. And so may a nation.
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se, 2e<The governmanh.has.canailsdently maintained that I
1ilitarilys se Tbdes Chilka hab sbrie 60N, 0DQ troops in the armed

o .. forcEs, s Bul sthRsl Was tthe figure given some years
ago. Anyway, it may be assumed that tHé Fovernment still
comnands that many troons because of constant replacemsuts.
However, 7o have that mwany does not mean that they are all in
coimbat readiness., In fact, at least a third of them serve in the
gquartermasters corps, the medical .corps, the clerical corps, the
engineering corps and such cther units. That leaves no more than
400,000 men in the ground, air and natval forces. In the air
arm, 1t is sald that theré is nn trouble to take 2,000 aircraft
of varlous types to the alr. In the army, it is estimated
that there are less than 100,000 well-trained, fully-edaipped
soldiers. N o '

4 colonel in the Hinistry of lNational Defense says that in
the event of an allout counberattack the government can sasily
raise the existing gvrength to a million men. Yet a qualified
observer points out that to raise a mlllion men means that aboub
one out of every thrse males of (ligible ages will have to be
drafted. AL present, the army is composed almost entirely of
mainlanders. As time goss by and 'as more scldiers ave retired,
there will be more and more young rormosans in uniform. By
the time the government comes %o have a million combal ready
troops, at least two thirds of them will be Formosansg.

Formosans may malte good soldiers and may be made to abhor
Communism, buk thls doss not measn that they will be anxious to
go bto the mainland to exterminate Communism while leaving their
homes behind on Formosa. Militarily, time is decidedly working

against Free China_salthough Formosa may be made more and more
secure by the yearly incréase of Formosan recruits,

As regards morale in the armed forces, it is said that it
is best on the front«line. Any army long in peace and comfort
will lose its combat effectiveness. The same is true of an army

da

long in frustration and anxiety. Troop morale in the various
military pases on the island has been kept in a Tfairly even
level, but it is feared that it would be tapering off in the
years to come, Norale among the younger officers ig reported to
be not entively good becauss of the lack of chances of promotion
and because of the hamstringing of their promotion by the army

: political officers. ‘

. While the government has not had much trouble in drafting
new recrults as g result of the enforgement of the Conscription
Iaw, 1t has, nowever, experienced great difficulty in inducting
high school students into the armed forces academies, In
making these academlss more attractive, the government has (1)
deliberately held down the nymber, of, gvailable ,nivprsities and
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- | colleges on the island; (This policy has been modifisd somewhat l
rocently.) J(2).0lacad all rogular.mildtopy academiss on a
university St4tus df bfibiing an meud¢mke Hagree of the Bachelor
of Science tolisll ofilicers yson*srddudifionik® (3) encouraged
high school Studénts to visit and inspect military cemps during
the summer vacation; (4) publicized the honor in joining the
military services; and (5) liberalized military training in these
- acadomlies. Some of these efforts may he made with a view to

b modernizing Free China's military education, but high school

A A students who can find a universibty or.a college to go to will

- invsriably rofuse to be attracted by whese innovatilons. .

The Alr Force used to be the most attractive of the three
: gervices. Usually, the Air Force Academy had many more applicants
A than it could handle. Now on Formosa it has lost much of its past
glamour and has seldom had enough applicants to meet the annual
quota. :

- Nevertheless, it is generally agresd that greatest progress
has been achleved in.the mllitary fleld during recent years.
Soldiers are adequately taken care of, and officers are mora .
gualifled in. moral conduct.

' '~ Whi, greatest-progress has been made in the
Politically military fleld, least progress has been made
Co. on the politlical front. A4s the war against
Communism,. in .the words of a high school superintendent, is both
military and ldeoliogleal, the Free Chiness are least prepared
for the political phase of the war despite consistent government
efforts to publicize the San.Min Chu I as an ifideclogical weapon.

Furthermore, the government is beset by corruptions and
irregularities among boih high-ranlking officials and pebtty :
bursauerata. HAvasion of responsibviliby, lack of enthusiasm for
work, perfunctoriness, vrocrastination, nepotism and discontentment
have pervaded the entire bureaucracy. Nearly all government
offices are overstaeffed, but 1little can be done to eliminate the
excess personnel without creating the vroblem of unemployment.

As a result, an overwhelming number of civil employees have
become perforce mere sinecurists and therefore. do.not even go

to thelr offices regularly.. The govermment, though.not wmindful
of these dlscrepancies, appears utterly incapable. of finding &
solution for thls deplorable situation,

1%
TS

With the government in a state of uncontrolable confusion
~and procrastination, the San Min Chu I, the Kuomintang'®s
supreme ldeological weapon, has lost much.of i1ts appeal to the-
intellectuals. According to their understanding and reasoning,
the San Min Chu I, being a moderate form of Communism, (Dr. SUN Yat-ren
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l said, in his lecture on the Erinciple of, People's Livelihood, "The

Prineiple ofiBebplets: Ligaldfiond i3, Cqmpunism." This sentence

has begn del&ﬁeﬁpin,tne Pacent qdaitiord df Mo San Min Chu I.) is
not a satilsfHc Py 4Lawd1bgital’ webdon ‘affdil’st Communism. They polnt
out that notwithstending its merits in the early 1900s the Sen

Min Chu I is out of date and needs substantial revision 1ln order
To keep pace with the current world democratlic trends. This is

 particularly-evident in its political and economic aspects. They
recall that during the Japanese war the KMT government had 1litile
trouble to rally the support of the whole nation. vIt is because
‘that war was primerily nationallstic in.character. As a matter
of fact, whichever government that was in power then could also éen=
joy the same popula¥® support. . Yeb the present struggle against
Gommunism. is more political and. ideological. than naticnalistic

" though the government spares no effort to glve. it a dominantly
nationslistic color.. So they argue that the government would lose
1ts ceuse if someday Communist Chieftain MAQ Tse-tung should decide
to become a Tito such as en increasing number of Western powers
have been inclined to hope. Again, the. government, thought not -
wnmindful of the mlitical and economic characters of the struggle,

has failed to make much of a show in the political snd economlc
fields.

.~ Its temperament tends te be "authoritarisn". The Sen Min
Chu I is the bible of the whole nation; political freedom is
curtained; free enbterprise ls restricted; educatlion is under
party sups rvision; personal dignity 1s often ignore; and freedom
of speech and press is halfheartedly upheld. At the moment, so
long as the wartime stmosphere is being kept up, the government
mey continue to purue its present mode of political and economic
conduct. Bubt, one may well ask, how could this wartime
atmosphere be kept up in the high key for en indefinite pericd

without creating political unrest and economic dislocation?
However

' hope of democracy and freedom has not vanished at
since all avenues leading to Western democracy have beenakeg%lopen.

But many are worried abput how the government
to puot o e . g ment could expect
£ R SRR RS GE WT RoY E9RBeBLRg, S8, gane Bievekes

. The government
Financially snd prob%ams: nt is facingnthese difficult

(1) Gradual Inflation =
Economically ghe eurrency reform in B e Bince

June 1949 '
o vg%ﬁz: §2310%03g£nu3h of its oriéigﬁi Taiwan
NT$200,000 in 195]; C Sen:

, g asphalt pavement cost
now 295000 1n 19 1ea§$$§$%388?c%%,1952‘ NT$300,000 in 1953; and

(2) Iosin
g government enterprises - thepe
:gggggrégzimggggaiggtgy the %g%ernment throught tﬁgeisggﬁgy;ggﬁ
s ate . over 2,600,000,000. These ente
l bromise to turn over §g‘th% gqvggpmqytgNé%@S,??Q;Oodtin F§E§égzs
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,f‘ out of their profits and other Incomes, yet last.year they
borrowed fromsShes Banlk of.Tatwan. some NEE840,C00,000.

® & /92 @ [ ] .. o o0 L 2 ) L

(3) Hugd.hdvershdud iphgrd1* 4-% oud J0f fo° population of some
nine millions on Formossa, nearly a third depend upon the support
of the government. They includet.

Officers and men in the srmed forces
and btheir dependents . « « « « « 800,000
Civil employees, teachers and their -
dapendenﬁs s 6 6 5 6 0 8 8 s e e 530’000
¢ffice messengers and thelr :
dependents « ¢ e o 8 o « ® & @ 50,000
Students of all grades « « « « « - o 1,280,000

Abvout every producer on the island has to feed a non-pro-
ducer. .

(4) Endless reconstruction projects -~ the government 1ls -
epparently determined to fight againgt Communism end, simultansously,
to make Formosa "a province bullt upon the principles as embodied
in the San Min Chu I"; therefore, it has initliated qulte a large
number of reconstruction pro jects. But these projects cost money.

(5) Exorbitant unbedgetary expenditures -- emergency:
expenses for the Chushan evacustion, the Hainan evacuation, the
convocabion of the National Assembly, the return to Formoss of
war prisoners from Kores, the convocabion of. the Oversess Affd rs

Conference, the establishment of the Mainland Recovery Planning i
and Research Committee and whatnot have run into billilons

throughout the past few years.

(6) Eupersive education -- every college student costs the

government 1T¢} 500 per year; every high school student NT§2,000;
and every elementary school student NT{1,200, dccording to a
recent estimate, there are over 1,100,000 children attending public
elementary schools; about 160,000 high school students; and
about 12,000 college students. :

(7) Too many government-sponsored civic bodies -~ a look
at the number of signboards hanging at the entrace of every govern-
ment building should be enough to convince one that the government
loves to create new organizations. G@uite a number of them are

overlapping. These organizations, while supposedly supported
by the people, actually get money from the government directly

L

and indirectly.
{8) Iiainland qééféééoqé %:@hiﬁi%nh'ébefaﬂibméiincluding —
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. guerrilla warfare, secret service and relief projects cost a lot of
money though, po,gutsiders, knpgw hoy JilGhse. o
® & @ o & @ o & o * L. . o ” ©
- . 0 de L] L * @ L L] » 0.. * & e @ \
vihat ard mbntliangd dMdovd ardetWillsstoitde footed by the govern-
ment.. But whert’'does'¥he mdhed® cdrlfe frdlf?°°® Lherever it comes
from, it does not come easily.

(1) Poor national income -- in 1953 the people on Formosa
received some NT{15,000,000,000 or each received an sverare of
1,667 Taiwan dollars ver year. Out of this amount, the government
is teking away from them some NTG450,000,000 for FY-1954, or
roughly thirty percent of the ;ross natic.ial income.

(2) Low purchasing power -~ an ordinary civil servant gets
"somg four to five hundred dollars per wonth, Out of this amou
ﬁe ﬁas %o spena some ree to fgur*ﬁungred for meat ang vegetagiés.
That does not leave him much to spend on other things.

(3) DBusiness slump -- credit is tight throughout the entire
business world. No bank is willing to make a long-term loan to
any. private business. In a single month of last October, eleven
apparently big, well-established business firms of -long standing
closed their doors due to lack of revolving funds. Their closure
has not only affected their proprietors but has also brought misery
to many other concerns and individual money lenders who depend

largely upon the income derived from the interest for their living,

(4) Little savings -- most government workers do not have
any savings at all. Everyday they live from hand to mouth., A
recent paid advertisement by some ten thousand employees of ‘
government enterprises (which are about to be transferred to private
hands) and their dependents demanding the government té provide
adequate protection from unemployment should reflect the

deplorable conditions of government employees.

This financial-economic picture of Formosa certainly does
not look encouraging, It may be somewhat improved but not

appreciably. Some qualified observers wonder what will become
of this unpleasant situation once the government has the

opportunity to unleash a counter-attack against the mainland. They
doubt that this financial-economic structure could sustain any

large-scale military operations. .

Few people in their middle thirties can deny the

Socially the big contrast in social 1life between the days
in Chungking and the present on Formosa. Ay that
time, people were content to bear the miseries of war; high
officials often walkgg.g.cougge ef @é%e§.§9 ?hq}; offices;
l—— s E e e T T Jiving l
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i quarters were poorly furnished; there were fewer officlal banquets;’
only a few tofariMkines officials sprite ghprsghildren abroad;
most people wdbdetThiineke ddng.gound singtdads g Vestern suits;
clothing and ®lices Wérb.nadesSleqlob? mdthnidl; entertainments.
were few; everyone appeared to have a sense of mission. One
could easily sense that a war was going on and that the people
were fighting herd. Now, lock at Taipei. Is there any sign
that sugrests a wartime atmosphere? The government has anpealed
for austerity over a thousand times, but its officials go on
entertaining one another in a big way Jjust the same. A legislator-
turned vice minister confided: "The number of dinner pa ties
I am forced to attend in one month is more than I had in a year
when I was a legislator. These parties have begun to show effects
on my poor stomach.!

Asked why he did not decline such invitations, the young
vice minister shrugged his shoulder, "You've got to stay in
business." : :

Taipei streets are confested with modern automobiles and:
other vehicles. Hew houses with modern conveniences are rising
every day. What doeg all this mean?

During the ‘Japanese war, there was no one entertaining the
thought of a compromise with the Japanese. They had to fight on
or suffer under Japanese tyranny. They had nothing to fall back
on. There was no wide stretch of water barring a Japanese drive.
The fight against Japanese imperialism was spontaneous. The
people hated the Japanese from the bottom of their hearts. But,
here, in Free China, the people actually just begin to recognize
the vicious character of Communism. It may be mentioned that,

aside from many other causes, inefficient and corrupt administration
was a principal cause for the KMT government's defeat on the

mainland. This factor has left a deep impression upon the minds
of the mainlanders on Formosa. Some intellectuals still naively
believe that the Communists may give China a better, cdeaner
government and make China more powerful. It is interesting to
note the reaction of the intellectuals here to the successful
Chinese Communist drive to Pusan in the early phase of the Korean
war and also to the successful Chinese Communist maneuvers at

the Geneva Conference., A Chinese inbterpreter on leave in Taipeil
from Korea whispered: "It gave us a mixed feeling of pride and
humiliation to watch the Communist advance in South Korea."

‘ Comment ing on the Geneva Conference, a Formosa instructor
at the Provincial Teachers College sighed: "Could the Nationalist
Government ever hope to scofe such a victory at CGeneva®"

L_ The shadow of unemploqun3 is Phrpatenipg manpan educated
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} people. Thege gre nop enough Jjobs . fox the,able-bodied men on ,
Formosa. Thesrgcent shusdorn qf 3Ry bpsingss firms has left
g large numbgyl DT pgopletsdoblesg.: 0nsthe dBher hand, universities
and high sch®ol¥’ar’e ¥éabIy’%tulmihg ot *thBusands of job-hunters.
For instance, last summer, universities and vocational colleges
turned out some 3,900 graduates. The government managed to take
care of some 2,600 while leaving the remaining 1,300 without
knowing where to earn a living.

A friend of mine takes a side line in raising chickens. He
is doing a thriving business in selling eggs and month-old
leghorns. A couple of weeks ago, he decided that he should hire
a helper to take care of the chicken shed. So he advertised for
a helper in the Chung Yang Jih Pao. "o his surprise, over thirty
people in the first two days turned up for interviews, and many
more poured in later. He said that he was resally sorry to have
to say ‘'no more vacancy” to them. About ten of these applicants
were college graduates. Nearly all of them had received high
school education. : '

The problem of unemployment will become more and nmore
serious as time drags on.

Many are genuinely worried over whether they will see their
fathers, mothers, brothers or sisters again. Their hope of an
eventual return to the mainland has been dampened by the conduct
of the government and by the capricious international changes.
However, in their daily conversations, they talk more about
when the Communists will come over and what the Communists will do
to them than about when and how to fight back to the mainland.
Mentally, the people have become rather stagnant and morose.

There is the sentiment among the mainlanders here that one
should not worry oneself with the problem of counterattack
but should learn to enjoy oneself while one can.

[ e wo
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Formosaﬂs.dutﬁumder.mhlnianﬂér$ by.almOst eight to one. In
the provincidl M8 lodal *gdPeériherttl, Fothdsan employees ocubnumber
mainlanders by about two to one. In the Central Government there
is only a'negligible number of Formosans. The higher one goes in
the officialdom, the fewer Formosans one finds. Yet, the Formosans
v1rtually control all export, banking, wholesale and retail busines-
ses. To wvut this situation in another way, while the mainlanders
control DOlIthS, the Formosans control economy. With the current
transfer of many government enterprises into the hands of Formosans
as a result of the enforcement of the land-to-the~-tiller program, it
is expected that the Formosans will gain a more powerful and influ-
ential p051tlon in Formosa's economic life. A ranking government
official said in private conversation that the Formosans stand to
gain if the government sells all its enterprises. He added: "There
is nothing wrong with the Formmsans having them if the mainland were
in our hands. Formosa would be just another nrovince which contirols
its own economy. But, today, Formosa lns a different role to play.
You may be aware that the one who controls your purse usually in-
fluences your action. These remarks were made in reply 1o the
popular demand of free enterprlse. s :

Tovard Communism. If the Formosans wholeheartedly support the anti-
Communist cause, it is not because Communism is cbnoxious but because
with a successful military campaign the government may find its way
back to Nanking, thereby relieving Tormosa of all the political,
economic and social strains. As regards their lack of interest in
the anti-Communist cause, a Formosan reporter of the Tzu Li Wan Pao
has this to say: The Formosans are not qulte conscious of political
equality. If the RKuomintang had been able to offer them a better,
more efficlent government than what they had under the Japanese oc=-
cupation, they would be more inclined to keep what they have than

to reach out for something which the Communists promise to offer.

As it is now,. the Fo”mosans do not quite like what they have. Most.
of them are reminiscent of Japanese government when they could live
securely and stably. A small number feel that if the coming of Com-
munism does not bring them good days it can at least get rid of what
they are having now, In short, the Formosans- have not quite adapted'
themselves to the changing world.

Asked what could be done about the situation, the same reporter
said: "Enforce the rule of law; give them liberal economic freedom,
promote economic stability; give them clean government.!

. What about political freedom and equality? He believed that
it is not absolubely necessary because to the common people freedom
and equality are abstract terms. They will be satisfied so long as
they can freely air their grievances and receive due redress and
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Toward the Government. American support of the KKT government has
done much to:5€3L1416@ 1%8s »dbatidne Tns Bht tnds of the Formvsans.
Generally, tReytare agaimeindd fYesellt £3°i§.t They dare not openly
oppose it. 2f few foretler presencet of° the*Americans and the large
number of government troops, it is doubtful that they will not try
to get rid of it by themselves. It may be recalled that abart three
and a half years ago several city assemblymen and a mayor got elec~-
ted because they told the Formosan voters that the KMT government
was bad and should be replaced. The election of Kao Yu-shu to the
Taipel mayoralty against the competition of the KMI-hand-picked
candidate ‘iang Ming-ning may well indicate the existence of the
same sentiment among the Formosans. Wang belongs to the group of
Formpsan leaders who came to Formosa from the mainland with the
KMT government, while Kao is a native son.

Not a few educated Formosans regard the anti-Communist cause
as the mainlanders' cause and the government as the mainlanders'
government.

Relations between Formosans and Mainlanders. The relations between
the Formosans and the mainlanders may be best described by these two
phrases ~ "mutual indifference" and Y"peaceful coexistence!. Take my-
self for instance, I lived for two and a half years under the same
roof with a Formosan family of three - the man was a plumber, the
woman a housewife, and their boy was five years old. We lived to-
gether peacefully and cordially. We talked to one another often,

but our conversations were never lengthy. “And there was a distance
between us. This was partly due to the barrier of language. But

we just did not mix. ‘

When other mainlanders were asked about their situations, their
answers were invariably the same. Actually, this should cause no
surprise. I recall that when I first went to Yunnan I had the same
experience with the Yunnanese. The differernce may be that the situ-
ation here is more accentuated by the fifty years ¢f Japanese oc-
cupation as well as by the hard-to-learn Southern Fukien dizlect,
which is in wide use on Formosa.

Wnile the mainlanders are usually regarded by the Formosans
as arrogant, aggressive, avricilous and superiority-conscious, the
latter are looked upon by the former as aggressive, mean; stingy
and lack of human feeling. However, with the coming of many local
leaders into the political and business limelight, the situation
has improved substantially. Furthermore, there is the constant
lowering of the barrier of language. In the cities, the Formosans
have gradually changed their way of life. Wooden sandals have
disappeared in the main street; almost every girl has a permanent
wave; wedding ceremony is simplified; more Formosans become
Christianized; Chinese woman's long gown has become a necessity

l to a Formosan girl;_myne:Eor@osqﬁs_go:tg.syg.yes?grg movies and l
. . 3 . * ° .
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"| sing popular songs. Now in the main street one can hardly tell
the differencg befween a Formpsan and 2 mainlander if no one speaks
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In the #8hAdYL,*tHe” Same kiAd *of rtortial, peaceful coexlistence”
is in evidence. Formosans and mainlanders seldom play together.
However, in the elementary school, the situation is no longer the
same. However, in the elementary school, the situation is no longer
the same. Elementary school children mix together freely and the
distance has been greatly shortened between the Formosen and main-
land children. It may be added that Formosan girls like to have
mainland boys as friends. :

L 3 8.2 11

In the armed forces, the situation is not cuite clear but it
is believed that the same kind of sentiment also prevaiis. As’
recards the relations between the mainland soldiers and the Formosan
peasants, it is said that friendly relationship is in evidence,
mainly because of the consistent government effort to promote better
discipline. No soldier dares to take a thing from the people with
impunity. The people simply do not hesitate to report him to his
unit commander. As moreland more Formosan recruits go to the army,
the situation of "peaceful coexistence" will cease t0 exist.

In the government, the situation is slightly different. Most
Formosans in the %op level were either trained on the mainland or
came from there. In 1if and in thinking, they are no different
from the mainlanders. It is said that home-grown Formosan leaders

.have no love for them and consider them as a sort of Mtraitors".

In the lower level of government, it is Formosans working under
Formosans, so there is no trouble. Qenerally speaking, mainland
officials always carry an air of superiority. This situation is
understandable because most mainland civil employees are more ex-
perienced in the office routine and official correspondence.

% is said that in the officialdom the gap is fast being
closed although there is a kind of political strife.

Formosan bBusinessmen are in:almost complete control of the
business world, however, with the industry largely in the hands
of the mainlanders. With the recent transfer of certain govern-
ment enterprises to the private hands, 1t is expected that there
will rise a new generation of Formosan industrialists. Although
L4 competition is keen in the business world yet where there is good
: money and common interest the barrier is more easily penetrated
than that in the other field. :

v Do the Formosans want independence? There are still many
N underground Formosan leaders secretly. working for Formosan in-
. dependence. These men, almost without exception, were trained
in Japan and held goodsipwsitiongeawvhide dhe Japanese were here. l
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Some observers wonder 1f this wovement is not srponsored by the
Japanese. Howewsr s acconding b aerewspapar publisher of

Formosan originte iff "as plislebcite Wdre ttekep stoday to decide

among indepm&mqe*,pUnit:e& Natdengs stryshcenltin and the continued
rule of the KMI' government, it is quite possible that the Formosans
will favor the first two courses. Ais a matter of fact, many main-
landers would not mind trusteeship at all, knowing that only a
global war could solve the China problem. However, once the main-
land is recovered and China becomes a world nower, it is equally
quite sure that the Formosans will favor a union with the mainland.

"This situation may be likened to a once rich but now im-
povrished elder brother relying upon one of his younger brothers
for a living," sald a Formosan school superintendent.

Most Formosans have come to accept the fact of "peaceful co-
existence’ so long as the stalemate remains. The initial shock to
see the large number of incoming mainlanders share their food,
houses and commercial interests has greatly receded.

On the other hand, many view the situation with favor. They
point out that while the Japanese war served to bring about better
integration of Yunnan, Szechuan, Kweichow and even Sikang with
the seaboard provinces, the anti-Communist campaign has, to a
great extent, brought Formosa closer to the heart of the mainland.

Once the mainland is recovered, Formosa will stand as a full-~fledged

Chinese province in name as well as in fact; otherwise, it may take
another thirty to fifty years to rid Formosa of Japanese influence.
The fact that most Formosans can carry on an intelligible conversa=-
tion with the mainlanders should attest to the assimilation of
Formosa by the mainland.

Free China's Destiny

There is no lbnger any argument. as to the "international
character!" of Free China's fight against Chinese Communism. To

“translate this official line into plain language, it means that

Free China can hardly hope to go back to the mainland without
another world war. ‘ ' ‘

Most people have ruled out the possibility that the United
States will singlehandedly provide enough air and naval support
$0 enable the govermment to launch a successful counteroffensive
against the Communist Peiping regime. It is plain ¢ommon sense
that while the Communists can sustain several setbacks, Free China
can hardly survive one. Once Free China loses one single crucial
battle, there is the danger that the Communists may take advantage
of the Nationalist setback to direct a drive against Formosa itself.

The Americans, first bound by President Truman's order and now bound
l by a security treaty, will have to try to ward off the Communist

assault by their aid'ealtd havhl £ordésg 3 mzy.'!:mteﬁeifrein action in this
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: part of the world will perforce set off a chain reaction of defense
treaties whith e, United Sttty hga* Sittelllavith practically all
the free natidnd of the #drlf. My dditated people are gquite
aware that Weehiongtonewid® keve "t be lekocedingly careful in its
actlion against Chinese Communism. :

The recently concluded Sino-American mutual seécurity treaty
gives the people as much a sense of security as a sense of frustra=-
‘tion. They reason that the Truman order, being unilateral in ap-
plication, does not bind Free China as much as the security treaty.
If Free China had had the power, she could have disregarded the
order and attacked the mainland. But, now, even if she had, she
could not without being held responsible for bieaching an inter- -
national agreement. The treaty gives mainland people here mixed
feelings as to their future. They realize that Free China 1is
further tied to international changes. They also realize that
Free China has to try to hold out for as long as the Free World
cares to toy with the idea of ¥Ypeaceful c¢oexistence' with Communism.

Most Chinese intellectuals do not believe that Free China can
hold out that long without being adversely affected by the present
political, military, economic and financial structures. Unless the
government also realizes the consequences of its present policy and
unless it makes fast changes, the people, having been keyed up by
the government's war calls against the mainland, will suffer a
nervous breakdown when the big show really comes up. No story can
keep its readers long in suspense. - There have got to be ups and
dovms in a good story. It is felt that the people on the mainland
who genuinely welcome the return of the Nationalists have become
rather tired of the KMT govermment's promises to fight back and, in
a way, rather discouraged. .

Young intellectuals have readjusted their thinking since the

signing of the security treaty with the United States, although it
is their general belief that the world cannot long remain divided
and that it is impossible to maintain four divided nations - Korea,
Germany, Vietnam and China - for an indefinite period of time. There-
fore, a global war will turn out, as it appears to them, to be the
final solution for the divided world. It goes without saying that

- this is good for Free China. They believe that at least Germany,
Korea and Free China are counting on that day for their unificatlon.

Free China will definitely fight apgainst the idea of two Chinas,
but most of the fifty odd intellectuals interviewed are ready to
accept it because Free China can do nothing to stop it anyway.

There is little doubt in the minds of most intellectuals as
to American determination to check and then tighten the circle
around the Communist world. So the big question still is how long

[ Free China can walt gigge.World Var, IlI, may gong, tgporrow or may
e in ten to fift?en y?arg; : S et e E : :5 ; ~
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i While Free China will have to be kept in constant prepared-
ness for thelhwiitullibig®chihs?’, ssité il idlso have to plan her
future on a loug~rdngd piepobdilod.e® Thé® KL government should
spare no effde’tewn roderiives’i e Porlitsisad sphilosophy and demo-
cratize its conduct if it wishes to survive the coming world
tumult. Since it is already clear the: the United States has
wittingly or unwittingly committed hr ¢self to the future well--
being of China by writing a security, treaty with the KNT govern-
ment, it is her obligation to see to it that the KMT government
lives u» to democratic standards. Diring the days on the mainland,
not a few intellectuals hated the United States for her support
of "old Cniang who tries stubbornly to improve the people'ts lot
(perhaps, more his own lot) in his own way without regard to popular
sentiment." The United States is liable to be so accused dgailn for
her support of the same old man if she does not realize that the :
KMT government is not exactly a popular government today on Formosa.
liost people accept it because there is no alternative.

It would be a grave mistake if the Americans should feel that
the security treaty is but an expedient by which Formosa:. may be
kept as an american defense outpost while ignoring the necessity
to press for political, economic, social and financial reforms.

While it is upon its achievements on Formosa that the rise or

fall oi the Kuomintang will hinge, it is the destiny of the United
States that will spell life or death of Free China.

e L

Note: It must be emphatically pointed out that in reporting the
Tother side® of Free China I have not the slightest intention to
minimize the various accomplishments of the Government on Formosa
during the vast few years. Inasmuch as these accomplishments have
time and again been publicized by the Government, there is no reaso
to repeat them in this report.

It is also to be noted that in thelr conversations many people
apparently feel that I may be in & position to convey their opinions
to Americans. OSome sample remarks: One noted magazine publisher
asked me to tell "your American friends that the policy the present.
American Administration i1s pursuing toward Communism will lead to
the United States to disaster.”

An Air Force Colonel complained that the United States is
harboring corrupt Chinese officials and thereby unwittingly en-
couraging corrurtion in China. He pointed oub that Americans
should be advised not to protect China's (in fact, any other
backward country's) officials of questionable reputation. These
officials may enrich the United States with their ill-gotten money,
yet they have already, incurred the wrath of the common people. ,I
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l A newspgpel..edltor agkegd that 4rerisas, of;1c1a15 in China be ’
advised to apitlye ]ustiPJ&n&é.nfeskdneaxgon‘ﬂhe Chlneﬂe government
for necessary weformss,, I RIS S ST T S SR

Some- people even suggested that American °onsular officers
should be ul creet enough not to issue visas to stucdents coming™
from high ofiicial famllles. They pointed out that these students
are 1nvar1aoly poor in school grades and cannot get into any col-
lege on Forimosa. |

Many have come o have an aversion against those who have long
stayed in the United States without any intention of coming back to
share the privations here. They compalined: ‘lhen the mainland is
recovered, they will come back to be the ruling class again. If not,.
they will become 'White Chinese® in the United States. Their loyalty
is indeed gquestionable.” '

‘ "The same is true of the high government officials, ™ added a
high school teacher, "half of whose families are residing in the

United States.? If the situation looks bad, they. can always hop

on a plane and join their families in the Unlted States, leaving

the people behind to face Communist persecution.

One corrrspondent asked: "Now that the United States is in
sugh a favorable position to do something good for the Chinese
+ple, vhy does she not make drastic reforms in government a
_ondition in giving aid and support to the government”“

It is these remarks that prompted me to write this report
which, I may say without pretension, does represent the prevailing
sentiment of a section of the liberal-minded young Chinese intel-
lectuals, although not very well written and presented.

Some of the figures given in the report were "plaglarlzed"
from magazines, and others came from mere hearsay.
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