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FROM: Taipei 

TO: Secretary of State 

NO: 707, November 1, 9 p.m. 
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SECTION ONE OF TWO) 

SENT DEPARTMENT 707, HONG KONG 171, CINCPAC 214. 
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CINCPAC FOR POLAD. 

1. Reaction in Taiwan to October 23 joint communique init ally 

reflected gratification over success of consultations, relief 

that US had not "pressured" GRC into reducing forces on off-

shore islands, welcome of reaffirmation of US solidarity and 

support of defense of Kinmen, Matsu. To considerable - ent, 

these emotions still characterize opinion of "average"-
observers. 

2. However, microscopic examination of wording of communique 

soon' convinced some representatives of press, members of---. 
legislative Yuan, KMT members, other politically minded persons 

of restoring freedom to mainlar.d .was concession "wrung"-from 

-GRC. Suph suspicions were intensified by reports of comment 
in US and elsewhere tendirkg_to treat communique as' embodying 
" renunciation of force". Equally source of concern, though too 
sensitive to be thrashed out openly in press, was implication t ` 
of "two Chinas" read into cormnunique's reference to Republic 
of China as "authentic spokesman of free China" with capital 
"F? 

3. Initial adverse reaction to communique came from quarters, 
such as Hong Kong KUNG SHEUNG PAO, which maintain extreme, . 
pro-counterattack position. GRC itself has long privately-
`entertained few illusions concerning feasibility of irlifitary 
counterattack, and appreciates necessity for sake of itsvy.- 

ILnt ternaional position of avoidance bellicose posture 
Nevertheless GRC felt it could not afford to disavow c''')

completely "counterattack" slogan, which is regarded by many as 
acessary to sustain iriritileiofilvetseesMinerq elt All as on 
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1. Reaction in Taiwan to October 23 joint communique init ally ... 
reflected gratification over success of consultations, relief 
that US had not "pressured" GRC into reducing forces on off- 	1 
shore islands, welcome of reaffirmation of US solidarity and 
support of defense of Kinmen, Matsu. To considerable euent, 
these emotions still characterize opinion of "average ' 
observers. 
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2. However, microscopic examination of wording of communique  	~~	, 
soon- convinced some representatives of press, members of, 
legislative Yuan, KMT members, other politically minded persons  
of restoring freedom to main1aLd was concession "wrung".1rom 

-GRC. Such suspicions were intensified by reports of comment 
:E in US and elsewhere tendirkg_to treat communique as embodying 	• co 

"renunciation of force". Equally source of concern, though tooi 0) 
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3. Initial adverse reaction to communique came from quarters,. 
such as. Hong Kong :KUNG SHEUNG PAO, which maintain extreme, 	ri 
pro-counterattack position. GRC itself has long priVately- 
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7.2 7O7, NoveMber 1, 9 tSECTLON ONE OF TWO fromTeipei 

mainland, and which (together with threat of Conmeunist subversion) 

has provided useful justification for emergency political measures 

on Taiwan, Tor special position of KMT. et eetera. nence 

clomment0 including Minister rleang's remark ta press October 23 II
and Ambessader Yeh's airport statements in Taipei and Washin,gtono ) 

hestened to Stress view ehat communique does not embody. 
( 

1 J .un ncoditional renunciation of force,. Editoria/s in major 

official dailies have contended that practica#y everyone connectedl 

with ture from Dr. Sun Yat-Sen down, has "always" acknowledged 

primacy of political methods in "revolut1!nary" struggle. They 

have uaintained that President's prase ceinferenee of September 

29 (in which he acknowledged ttat mainland rev/oat must precede 

counterattack (and coemonique) which expeessed view that:, force is 

uot ''principal means' tar accomplishing mission oT GRC (are*"thus 

entirely consistent with "counterattack". 

4. Slower in coming .to light, due to peraisting sacrosanct 
cheractc,r of "eounterattack" eeegan, has been, reaction• political 

"opposition" to KKT, adveeetes of formation "genuine" opposition 

party and other exponents of "iiberaltB reforms, Who have-for 
years been butting heads against argument that various temporary 

limieeticas of politicel rights are necessitated by requirements 

of counterattack. Reflecting views of these elements; some 

independent papers have begun calling for "realism" in admitting 

fact that counterattack has been ruled out and in adjusting to 

change. One reform that has been mentioned as possible implementation 

of reformulation of GRC mission in terms of political methods

has been that of annulment of publications law revisions bill, 

whose passage last June was the object of much criticism from 
Itopposition" elements. Another step thst has been urged holding 

of long-deferred "anti-Communist National Salvation Conference", 

whose convocation was promised by Ch En Ch Eng during-his previous 

administration. Holding of ACNSC is supposed to result in 

formation of "genuine" opposition party. 
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mainland, and whicb (together with threat of Communist .subversion) 

has provided useful justification for emeVganeY Political measures 
on Taiwan, Tor special position of MIT. et cetera. Hence Ilfficial 

clomment;  it 	Minister naang's remark ta press October 23 	
I 
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and Ambassador Yeh's airport statements in Taipei and Washington?, )  

	

hastened to Stress view that communique does not embody. 	
t 

	

.unconditional renunciation of force,. Editoria/s in ITOSOX 	1J 

official dailies have contended that practica#y everyone connectedll 

with tDcr from Dr. Sun Yat-Sen down, has "always" acknowledged ,  
primecy of politicel methods in "revolu'dpary" struggle. They 
have maintained that President's press ctinfetz)nce of September 

29 (in which he acknowledged that mainland revolt must precede 

counterattack (and coumonique) which exp'esSed view than force is 
not "principal means' Lox accomplishing missiOn oT GRC (are*"thus 

entirely corsistent with "counterattack". 

4. Slower in Toning :to light, due to persisting sacrosanct 
cheractctr. of "counterattack" e..ogan, has been, reaction political 
"opposition" to KMT, aavuoates of formation "genuine" opposition 
party and other exponents of "liberal" reforms, who have ..for 
rears been butting heads against argument that various temporary 

limitstions of political rights are necessitated by requirements 
of counterattack. Reflecting views of these elements; some 
independent papers have begun calling for "realism" in admitting 
fact that counterattack has been ruled out and in adjusting to 

change. One reform that has been mentioned as possible implementation 
of reformulation of CRC mission in terms of political methods 

has• been that of annulment of publications law revisions bill, 
whose passage last June was the object of much criticism from 
Itopposition" elements. Another step thst has been urged is' holding 

of long-deferred "anti-Communist National Salvation Conference", 

whose convocation was promised by Ch En Ch Eng during-his previous 
administration. Holding of ACNSC is supposed to result in 

formation of "genuine" opposition party. 
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TO: Secretary of State 

SS 
NO: 707, November 1, 9 p.m. 
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I0 -CINCPAC FOR POLAD v
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Ii 5. Two-Chinas aspect of eommunique has received little press 
EUR 4ttention, since it is .evert more sensitive. topic than counterattack. 
P However, it is genuine concern of members of legislative Yuan, 
UOP other political observers, which is readily voiced in private. 
IRC Conmatmist even-day cease fire announcement of October 25 

attempthd exp/oit this concern. Closest press. haS come-to 
OCB attempting refutation this point has been citation in several. 
USIA papers of Chinese language text of communique's reference to 
CIA #epublic of China as "authentic spokesman of Free China" — 
OSD {with stali "f") as proof that US does not support two Chinas. 
ARMY Despite such eXplanations„ many local observers retain suspicions 
NAVY on this t core. .They tend' confuse existing "divided China!"--
AIR situation with "ttao Chinas". They feel renunciation o£:-. . .-
NIC -force aspect of .communique, making China situation more-nearly 

parallel to that of other :divided countries'," in effect-is - 
trend toward "two Chinas". S.ome of concern arises from •objective 

situation, from feeling that "divided China". situation-is 
inherently unstable, due to disparity of power of two uhaliees".O 

6. On balance, .despite criticism of "politicians", reaction 111 

to joint cormnique has been favorable. GRC, des.pite,•gestures 
toward 'avoidance of precipitate sacrifice .oi* "cou9terattack" rej 

slogan, has tried •avoid actions. (such, for exam.pi;e;, ap-early Z 

iegIslative Yuan interpellation. of Foreign Minister)041eic,h_ • 

might have negated favorable internati t onal effec tofCeattnuniolt)::. 
pres.enting GRC ; (and *UP t(loverement) in peacefuV,poature. 

„tome o.ther apParent owi/ratasay.04.car03,1113iNie iarAaa't,Vaily 
reflection of domestiti A4. tc: potentia11.4 
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5. Two-Chinas aspect of communique has received little press 
EUR ,attention, since it is even more sensitive, topic than counterattack. 
P 	However, it is genuine concern of members of legislative Yuan, 
UOP other political observers, which is readily voiced in private. 
IRC Conmeseeist eveneday cease fire announcement of October 25 

attempthd exploit this concern. Closest press hag come -to 
OCB attempting refutation this point has been citation in several 
USIA papers of Chinese language text of communique's reference to 
CIA 	epublic of China as "authentic spokesman of Free China" 
OSD <with stali "f") as proof that US does not support two Chinas. 
ARMY Despite such explanations, many local observers retain suspicions 
NAVY on this Score. .They tend' confuse existing "divided Chine- 
AIR 	-situation with "tteo Chinas". They feel renunciation ofe • - 
NIC force aspect of communique, making China situation more-nearly 

parallel to that of other :divided countries, in effect-is 
trend toward "two Chinas". Some of concern arises from -objective 
situation, from feeling that "divided China". situation-is 
inherently unstable, due to disparity of power of two uhaljees"0 

6. On balance, :despite criticism of "politicians", reaction 111 
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positive domestic effect of communiquel s'reformulation of GRC 
misSion to terma of political rather than Military emphasis, 
it is still too early to say;:however, ultimate reault may 

be acceleration of wholesome trends.. 
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