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1. Rgaction in Taiwan to October 23 joint communique initially
reflected gratification over success of consultations, relief
that US had not "pressured" GRC into reducing forces on off-
shore islands, welcome of reaffirmation of US solidarity and
support of'defense of Kinmen, Matsu. To considerable e?{ent,

‘these emotions still characterize opinion of "average" -
observers. :

89£-LL/CQ‘£6LZ

soon” convinced some representatives of press, members of-.
legislative Yuan, KMT members, other polltically mlnded persons
of restoring freedom to mainlar.d was concession "wrung'.from
"GRC. Such suspicions were intensified by reports of comment

2. However, microscopic examination of wording of'communique ‘[ .

in US and elsewhere tending 4o treat communique as embodying | EE
"renunciation of force'. Egqually source of concern, though tooj(n
gsensitive to be thrashed out openly in press, was implication
of "two Chinas'" read into communique’s reference to Republie )
3f"China as "authentic spokesman of free China' with capital gg
B &
3. Initial adverse reaction to communique came from quarters, E§
such as Hong Kong KUNG SHEUNG PAO, which maintain extreme-.. &
pro-counterattack position. GRC itself has long privately- @ 2
entertained few 1illusions concerning feasibility of miliaary *'Qj
countevattack, and appreciates necessity for sake of its - R
fnrernational position of avoidance bellicose posturey-, 5 Em
Nevertheless GRC felt it could not afford to disavow = iy e
complefely "eounterattack' slogan, which 1s regarded by many as w3
nécessary to sustain pc*é?e-of.dvd?seas.ehiqese g wall as on E;
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"TON ONE OF TWO) from Taipei

mainland, and which (together with thyeat of Communist subversion)
has provided uspfuﬁ‘jusrifieation for emergency political measures
on Taiwan, for specizl position mm KMT . ef cetersm. Hemce official
comment, imcluding Minister Fuang's remark to press Outobex 23
and duwbassador YTeh's airport statements fm Taiped and nashingt@n”
hastened Lo Styvess view that uommumique does not exbody-
unconditional renuncistion of foree. Editorials in majow -
offieial dailies have contended that practica @@y everyone c@nnected
with ¥MT, from Dr. Sun Yet-Sen down, has "alvays” acknowledged.
primacy of political methods in "revolul inary struggle. They:
have maintained that President’s press confercpce of September

29 (in‘whnwh,he acknowledged that mainland revolt must precede
counterattack {@nd commmique) which expressed view thac force is
apt "principal meana"'&or a«uomplishing missnnm okl §RC (axe” thus
entixelv con51stent with ”courchaL Sack!. "
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&, Slower in coming 'to light, due tu peraistlng Sw@”OSanCt
charactir of ”vounterar tack” glogan, has been reactilon political
“opposition" to KMT, advosates of formation "“genuine" oppoaition
party and other exponents of "libersl" reforms, who have-for

years been bugcting heads against argument that various temporary
iimitaticns of political rights ave negessitated by requirements

of counterattack. Reflecting views of these elements, -some
independent papers have begun calling for "realism' in admitting
fact that counterattack has beén ruled out and in adjusting to l
change. One reform that has beén mentioned as possible 1mplementation
of reformulation of GRC mission im terms of political methods

has been that of snnmulment of publications law revisions bill,
whose passage last June was the object of much criticism from
"opposition' elements. Ancother step that has been urged iz holding
- of long-deferred "anti-Communist Netiopa1 Salvation Conference",
whose convocation was promised by Ct En Ch Eng <during-his previous
administration. Holding of ACNSC is supposed to result in .
formation of ''genuine' opposition party. -
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Two~Chinas aspect of communique has received little press

EUR - gtrention, since it is even more sensitive topic than counterattack.
P However, it is genulne concern of members of legislatiwe Yuan,
UOP  othet political obgervers, which i readily voiced in private.
IRC Comnmuswmist even-day cease fire announcement of October 235
attemptad expleit this concern. Closest press has come-to
0CB

attempting refugation this point has been citation in sevexal
USIA -papers of Chinese language text of communique 8 reference to

CIA Republic of China as "“authentic spokesman of Free China"

08D  {with small "£") ss proof that US does not support two Ghinas. v
ARMY Twespite such explanations, many local obsqrvers retain suﬂpmions
HAVY on this score. They tend confuse existing "divided Chinal-

AIR  wsituation with *&ho Chinas"., They feel renunciation of-.
NIC

force aspect of communigue, making_China situation more-nearly
parallel to that of other .divided countries, in effect-is -
trend toward "two Chinas'. Some of concern arises from -objective
situation, from feeling that "divided China" situation-is ()
_ inherently unatable, due to di&parity of poWex of two ”halves"&:)
%.; 6. On balance,.despite criticlem of "p@lithlansA, reaction
T to joint communigue has been favorable. GRC, despitefgestures
. toward ‘avoidance of precipitate sacrifice.of "cougterattack"
slogan, has tried avoid actions {(such, for anmple, ak - aarxy
. legislative Yuapn interpelistion of Foreign ﬂinisuer) which .
might have negated favorable international affecttofmcemmuniqu
in presenting GRC [(and Ug Qovermment} in peacefuz,péétuce.
Jgome other apparent csi&ici&ms.cn.cqmmpnlgne axg,aétually
reflection of domestig nqh;tipalpdiffeagncés.. A% ¥4 potentialyes
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positive domestic effect of communiQua’s reformilation of GRC
mission in terms of political rather than military emphaeis,
it is still too early t¢ say; however, ultiwite result may

be acceleration of wholesome trends.
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