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We report on work undertaken in connection with the announcement of the Soviet
government about the aggressive actions of American imperialism against the Cuban
republic.

The Ministry of Defense, fulfilling the Council of Ministers decision of 23 October
1962, has taken supplementary measures to support the Armed Forces at the highest
state of military readiness. Commanders and military councils of military regions,
groups of troops, Air Defense districts and fleets are ordered to delay the discharge of
soldiers, sailors and sergeants in the last year of service, troops of the strategic
rocket forces, Air Defense forces, and the submarine fleet; to cancel all leaves, and to
increase military readiness and vigilance in all units and on every ship.

At the present time commanders of the Armed Forces together with local party
organs work on explaining to military men the Declaration of the Soviet government.
In detachments, on ships, in military schools and in military institutions the
Declaration of the USSR government was listened to collectively on the radio, talks,
meetings and gatherings are taking place, where members of military councils,
commanders and heads of political organs speak. In the country's Air Defense units,
Secretaries of the Sakhalin regional CPSU committee (comrade Evstratov), the
Khabarovsk provincial committee (comrade Klepikov), Berezovsk City Party
Committee (comrade Uglov) spoke. In the military regions special leaflets with the
text of the Declaration of the Soviet government were published and transferred by
air to far-away detachments and garrisons. 

All servicemen passionately approve of the policies of the USSR government, support
additional measures which it has undertaken and which are aimed at maintaining the
troops in the state of maximum military readiness. At the same time Soviet soldiers
express readiness to fulfill without delay every order of the Motherland aimed at the
crushing defeat of the American aggressors.

Captain Padalko and Captain Sorkov, pilots of the Second Independent Air Defense
Army, and senior technical lieutenants Aziamov and Ovcharov declared: "At this
alarming hour we are at the highest state of military readiness. If the American
adventurists unleash a war, they will be dealt the most powerful crippling blow. In
response to the ugly provcation of the warmonger, we will strengthen even more our
vigilance and military preparedness, we will fulfill without delay any order of the
Soviet government."

The announcement of the Soviet Government received broad support among soldiers,
sergeants and sailors due to be discharged from the Armed Forces. They all declare
that they will serve as much as required in the interests of the strengthening of the
preparedness of the troops.

Private Kovalenko (415th Air Force Combat Air Wing), prematurely released into the
reserves, returned to his base, gave back his documents and announced, "At such a
troubling time, my responsibility is to be at my military post, and to defend the
interests of the Motherland with a weapon in my hands."

Many senior soldiers, striving with all their strength and knowledge to the increase in
military readiness, declare their willingness to remain for additional service. After a
meeting of the 15th Division of the Moscow District Air Defense Forces 20 soldiers
reported with a request to enlist for additional service. Following the example of



Communists Sergeant Kaplin and Junior Sergeant Afanas'ev, 18 soldiers who had
been discharged from the 345th anti-aircraft detachment of the Bakinsk District Air
Defense Forces requested permission to remain in the army.

After the declaration of the Soviet government, at the bases and on the ships there
was a strengthened desire of individual soldiers to defend Cuba as volunteers. On just
one day in the 78th motorized infantry training division of the Ural Military District,
1240 requests to be sent to the Cuban Republic were received. At a meeting of the
300 and 302nd detachment (sic) of the Second Independent Air Defense Army of the
Air Defense Forces the decision was made about the readiness of the entire unit to
leave for Cuba.

In response to the directions of the Soviet government relating to the aggressive
actions of the American government, military personnel heighten their vigilance and
increase their personal responsibility for the maintenance of military readiness. In the
3rd Corps of the Air Defense Forces of the Moscow Military District, soldiers work at
night in fulfillment of daytime norms. In the 201st anti-aircraft detachment of the Ural
Military District there has been a significant reduction in the time required for
maintenance work on military equipment.

As an expression of the unprecedented trust of the individuals of the Armed Forces in
the CPSU there is a strengthened desire among front-line soldiers to join the ranks of
the Party and the Komsomol. Following the declaration of the Government of the
USSR, the number of applications to join the Party and the Komsomol grew.

During the explanation of the declaration of the Soviet Government, no sorts of
negative manifestations were noted.

We are reporting for your information.

(signed) R. Malinovskii
(signed) A. Epishev

24 October 1962


