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Prasidenten der
Syrischen Arabischen Repub1ik

Hafez al-Assad

Damaskus

Sehr geehrter Genosse Prasident!

Anlage 2

.'

Die Botschaften, die Sie ~ am 6.10. und 11.10.1973 1m- ..
Zusammenhang mit del" erneuten is1'ae1ischen Aggression

Ubermittelten, habe ieh dem Ersten Sekretar des ZK de;!:' SED,

Genos sen Erich Honeeker wId dem Politbtiro des Zentra,lkomitees

der SED zU.r Kenn'llxlis Gegeben.

Das PolitbUro des ZK de:!.' SED, del' Staatsl"at und der

Ministerrat del' Deutschen Demokratischen :Llepublik haben

bereits am 7. Oktob~r '1973 in einer RrkHirung .die. neue

.Aggression Israels aui' das seha'I-fste verurteilt Wld die
aktive Solidaritat mit den arabischen V5lkern ver~ichert.

Das Volk del' DDH ist emport tiber die sella-mlosen und ver-
-."_.

breche:rischen Gewaltakte del' isruelisuhen Aggressorert.
Auf hundel~ten von Solida2ita,tsmeetings, Kundgebungen und

Bet~iebsversaIUmlungel1wird del' Aggressol' Israel angeprangert

und verurteilt.

Werte::.' Genos se Prtisident, es besteht !tein Zweifel daran,

dan die politischen ulld sozi[~.len Erl'ungenschnften Thres

Volkes sowie das enge DUnanis IhrGs Landes mit del'

SoWj et union und elen anele ren Staaten del' sozialistischen
Gemeinschaft dem Impe':ialimllus ein :001'11 ilfl AUbe sind.
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Mit derAggressiol1 U11d del' Eskalatlon del' verbrecherisdhten

. Kriegsakte .gegen das syrische und 8{:.yptische Volle wol1.ew

Israel und seine imperialistischen IIintermanner den Fre:iiJhJeits­

willen del' arabischen Volker unterdrUcken und dem gese1:R..­

schaftlichen Fortschritt in del' arabisch en Welt Einhal:t

gebieten .. Das darf uncl wird ihnon nicht &elingcn.

Die DDR verurteilt auf das entschiedenste die barbarisc'B1len
Terrorakte BeBen die syrisclle ZivilbevUlkerung und die
brutale Zerst orune; Iebenswichtigc~L' Ob j ekte' und Einricll:n:l!;;mJ.gen ..

Unser energischer P.t'otest eil·t de.L' Verletzung del' NonmellI

des Volkerrechts und del" f:lifJachtung del' Charta del' Vere:iiJnten

Nationen .. In dem Gcreohten Kampf, o.ell 1hr Yolk gegen:deltl!

Aggressor und urn die Befreiung der von den iSl'o.elisohe1lll

Okkupanten besetzten Territorion fUhrt, wird die DDH steiJis

aktiire Uute rstUtzUJ1g c;ew~i.hren.

Unset' Volk blickt mit Hochachtuns auf die Stantlhaftigkeit,

den Mut und die Opferbel'e:i..tnchaft des syrischen Volkes

'und seine r bewaffneten S·trelU;:'1::Lftc. Del' Kampf der Volker
\

urn ih1'e Unabhangigkeit, die Verteidie;ung i111"er Souveranitllt
und territorialen Intec;ritlit Ul1c.l den Gescllsohaftlichen

Fortsohrit·t;s kaun nioh t von Aggressionen tmd Terror alirge­
halten ,rrei:den.·

Die DDH tritt n£1.oh wie vO.r file einon e;el'echten und dau"erhaften

Frieden im Nahen Osten oin, de:;;n::;en Gruncllage die Einstel.lung

der israelischen Ag[~.~e(H3ion und des lsraelischen Terror::;;,

die Bbfreiu.ng del' von den :LGP::ielischon Okkupanten besei;zten
arabikchen Gebieto unc1 clie IIcr::itellung de e leg:i.timen Rachie

des paHis'~incnsischenVolkes :::;oin lll;,Lssen.

1-\t\A
Gestatton Sic f!H..:k', Ihnen zu vox-Bicho.L'n, dn(3 die DDl1 alies

in ihren Krafton Stehende tun 'wird, Q.en Kampf des Voll{es

del" Syrischen Arab :i.ocllm~ l~cpu.bllk geL0n. clio irnperialiGtisch­

zionistische Aggression 'lJ:lck::H.jffi zu unte :t:'s-G U'/;zon.
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Ioh wUnsohc Ihnen, vGrehrtcl:' GClllOSG8 1't:'i.i.~1iclen·l;, in tlleG8n

::wllvlcren Tagen zwn Wahle Ihl:,)G Vollwf.i Kraft und Gesundlwi t.

1'1cllmcn Sio den ALwdruok l~Jelncl' Vo,'s:lgliclten Hochachtu.ng

clltgccen •

\ ,

\,,'illf Staph

a
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Appendix 2  
Draft  
President of the
 Syrian Arab Republic
 Hafez al-Assad  
D a m a s c u s  
Dear Comrade President!  
The messages you have sent me on 6 and 11 October 1973 in the context of the
renewed Israeli aggression I did share with the First Secretary of the Central
Committee of the SED, Comrade Erich Honecker, and the Politburo of the Central
Committee of the SED.  
In a statement on 7 October 1973, the Politburo of the Central Committee of the SED,
the State Council, and the Council of Ministers of the German Democratic Republic
have already condemned Israel’s new aggression in strongest terms and affirmed the
active solidarity with the Arab peoples.  
The people of the GDR are upset over the shameless and criminal violent acts by the
Israeli aggressors. At hundreds of solidarity meetings, manifestations, and factory
assemblies the aggressor Israel is denounced and condemned.  
Dear Comrade President, there is no doubt that the political and social achievements
of your people, as well as the close alliance of your country with the Soviet Union and
the other states of the socialist community, are a thorn in the side of imperialism.  
With the aggression and escalation of criminal acts of war against the Syrian and
Egyptian people, Israel and its imperialist backers want to suppress the desire for
freedom of the Arab peoples and to curb the social progress in the Arab world. They
must not, and they will not, succeed with this.  
The GDR strongly condemns the barbaric acts of terror against the Syrian civilian
population and the brutal destruction of vital objects and facilities. Our energetic
protest is directed against the violation of the principles of international law and the
breach of the charter of the United Nations. In the just struggle that your people are
fighting against the aggressor, also for the liberation of the territories occupied by the
Israeli occupants, the GDR will always provide active support.  
Our people are looking with great respect at the steadfastness, the courage, and the
willingness to sacrifice by the Syrian people and their armed forces. The struggle of
the peoples for their independence, for the defense of their sovereignty and territorial
integrity, and for social progress cannot be stopped by aggressions and terror.  
The GDR is still advocating a just and durable peace in the Middle East. Its
foundations are the cessation of the Israeli aggression and the Israeli terror, the
liberation of the Arab territories occupied by the Israeli occupants, and the
establishment of the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people.  
Please allow us to guarantee you that the GDR will do everything in its power to
effectively support the struggle of the people of the Syrian Arab Republic against the
imperialist-Zionist aggression.  
I wish you, dear Comrade President, strength, and health for the benefit of your
people in these difficult days.  
Please accept the expression of my eminent respect.  
Will Stoph  
[added handwritten[1]] Erich Honecker  
[added handwritten] Horst Sindermann   
      
[1] Probably a suggestion of this draft that the General Secretary of the SED
(Honecker) and the GDR Prime Minister (Sindermann) should sign the letter as well. 
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