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Alekseev reports to the Foreign Ministry about Castro’s dissatisfaction about not being
consulted regarding the question of dismantling.  Alekseev shows him some letters that
passed between Khrushchev and Kennedy.
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

5 November

 In connection with our explanations to Fidel Castro of how the decisive moment for
us did not allow time for consultation with him on the issue of dismantling, he drew
his own conclusions from the exchange of messages between N.S. Khrushchev and
Kennedy, and doubts crept into his mind as to whether we had familiarized him with
all the letters.  

 In particular, he says that it follows from Kennedy's open message of 27 October that
our decision regarding the dismantling had been communicated to Kennedy even
before that date.  

 Before 27 October, I passed on to Castro two confidential letters from N.S.
Khrushchev to President Kennedy: of 23 and 26 October.  

 On the basis of the correspondence I have come to the opinion that Kennedy did not
yet have a basis in the message of 27 October for drawing the conclusion that we
gave our consent for the dismantling before that date, and it is necessary somehow
to explain this to Castro. Comrade Mikoyan has entrusted me with the task of looking
into the issue raised by Castro.  

 In view of the necessity of sending this telegram immediately, I have not had time to
submit it to the approval of Comrade Mikoyan. The talks with Castro will take place on
5 November at 14:00 local time.  

 5.XI.62 ALEKSEEV


