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Summary:

Information on the results of an analysis of the activities of the KGB residency in Cairo,
Egypt from 1972-1976, conducted by KGB Service R.  Starting in January 1973, the KGB
leadership prohibited the residency from using Egyptian citizens as agents; however the
resident in Cairo initiated restrictions on penetration operations earlier, in 1967 and
1968.  As a result, by 1977, the residency had no agents in the majority of its
intelligence objectives.  

In May 1971, after the defeat of the anti-Sadat opposition group “left Nasserists,” the
KGB’s leadership role in the organization came to light.  In response, President Sadat
took steps to curtail the activities of Soviet intelligence in Egypt.  The KGB resident in
Cairo was forced to strengthen his efforts to obtain information on the intentions of the
Egyptian leadership, while improving security for clandestine operations.  In 1967, the
Centre decided not to task the Cairo residency with collecting information on the United
States or China, because its limited resources permitted it to focus only on Egypt’s
internal politics, and its relations with the USSR, the United States, Israel, and other Arab
states.  The prohibition against using Egyptian citizens as agents meant that the
residency often had to rely on operational-technical means of collection; however by
June 1977, the KGB’s leaders instructed the Cairo resident to select and recruit a
well-known Soviet-Arab for use in gathering political information, and active measures.   
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