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Summary:

A memorandum of conversation between Mao Zedong and Pavel Yudin. Yudin informs
Mao about the Soviet "uncovering" of Lavrentii Beria's espionage. Mao thanks for the
information and notes that it will be highly useful for China. He hints that the political
atmosphere in the CCP had been "unhealthy" as some people have tried to use others'
mistakes to undermine their reputation. In this connection, Mao refers to Zhang Guotao
as a Guomindang spy, and also speculates that Wang Ming may have been recruited by
the Guomindang as early as 1930.
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SAITACH EBECELH

c [lpeficenareneM LleHTpalbHOTO HAPDOJHOIO NpPaBUTENbLCTBA
Kuratickop Hapomro# FecrnyOnuru MACO [[35-LYHOM

4 sguBapd 1954 ropa.

Cerofiud B XanuZoy, rie Mao [[33-AyH NnpoBOAMT CBoO#l oT-
Nyck, B MOeM NLMCYTCTBUM NepeBoiuKMKaMr B,.B,BacbkomaM /coBer-

" uuk [oconvcrsa/ u lim UXs /nuunuf nepesonduux Mao [se-ayna/

6HAO MpounTaHo OCBUHHMTEeNbHOE SakjilbyeHHe Mo Aeay DBepusd,

Mao [35-AyH 0ocO6eHHO BHHEMATENbHO CAym&X M sSajlaBal BO-
NMPOCH MO clelypmaM pasielaM OCBUHMTENbHOIO S&KIPYEHHA: H3MEH-
HUJecKaf JeArTenbHOCTb Dbepud B nepuol rpaknaHckof BOWHH, KS-
MeHHUUYeCcRaf JedTeAbHocTh bepud B nepuol no Beauro# (Oreuecr-
BEHHOJ BO!HH M BO BpeMA BOMHH, M3MEeHHUUECKad JeATeNbHOCTbH
bepua nocae cmeprm N.B.Cranuna. Mao [39-LyH Takke N1 POABUI
Conbmoe BHMME&HME K BONpoOca&M, KacawmuMcA cBAse# bepua c uRO-
CTPAHHHMK NIIHOHAMM M MMIMEe DHANUCTHUECKUMH DasBelRaMH. Mao
[so-AyH BHCKasan Gonbuoe BOSMymeHHe N0 NOBOLYy TOro, 4YTr0 be-
PEA NOILPpHBAA U pasBanmBan paCoTy COBETCKO{ Pa3BEOIKM B Kall~
TaruCTUYEeCEMX CcTpaHax.

llocne roro, kak OHJNO 3aKOHUEHO UTeHWe OOBHHHUTEbHOTO
sgknkyeHund, Mao [[35-DyH MNOJYEepPRHYTO 38adABMUI, qro[ggéoénaueﬂne
bepﬁﬂ ABnfAercd Conbumoit nobelof#t He Toabko CoBerckoro Cowsa,
HO U MeXjyHapoiHoro komMyHusua,., [IK KK, - cxasan Mao I[se-
IyH, - BHpaEkaeT rayCoryw Onarof&apHoctb l[leHrTpanbHoMmy KommTery
KIICC sa pasoCnayeHne Pepusd. Mao [[sa-IyH oxapakTe pESOB&A pa-—
so0nadeHue bepud Kak UMePmee OI'DOMHOE SHaueHMe IN4 Kuraf--
CKOIl ROMINEDTHM M IpyruXx OGpaTeKux KounaprngilKOCHmeHCb no-
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noxeuua B KK, Mao [[ss-lyH oTmeTHI, qro[;,xounaanu Kures

88 nocnelHee BpeMA ¥MeWTCA HesHOpOBHE ABAeHHA. XOTHA 8TU HAB~
JSHUA M He HOCAT WHPOKOTO XapaKTepa, HO MOCKOJbKY OHH MMEwT
MeCcTO JLake cpely ujneHoB IK, ¢ orum daxToM HeJb3A He CUATATH-
ca. ¥ Hac, - ckasan Mao [[se-IyH, - uMmenrcA $akTH, KOrZa Koe
KTO NuT8ETCH NPOTMBONOCTABAATL OLHMX uneHoB llonurCopo Ipy-
M'MM, eCThb MONHTKH OTHeAbHHE NDOMEXH UN¥ OIMOKM TeX MAR MHHX
uneHoB [loaurOOpPO BOSBECTH B CUCTeMy ¥ TakuM oOpasoM JMCEpe-
LUTHpOBaATH 3THX ToBapumeld. Mg; - ckasaa Mao lss-AyH, - B v
HacTofAmee BpeMA K3yyaeM 8LOT BON[OC, MMedA B BUAY, UTO €NHH~
CTBO M CIIJIOYEHHOCTb PALOB MA&PTHM ABAAKNTCHE TAGBHHM YCAOBUEM
peueHHR BceX sajlay, CTOAmMMX Hepeld naprueit. [lo BONpocy enmH~-
crBa 4 cnaouennoctH naprum UK KIK paspalCaruBaeT B HacToAmee
BpeMf clleuuanbHH# DOKyMeHT?, KOTOPH# OyleT HCCUTHL SaKpHTHH
xapaKquJ CTOT LOKyMeHT OyleT SakKOHUEH MOAI'OTOBKOJ B TeUeHMe
Gauxa#onx 2-3 Henleab. Mao [[sa-nyR ckasan, 4ro nociue TOro,
KaK LOKyMeHT Oyle? MOLIOTOBIEH, OH Jacrt yKasaHHe OSHAKOMHUTH
MeHA C HHM. ) ‘

Mao Lsa-nyn Lanee ckasan, uro [K KIK yxe nmoizrorosua
JLOKYMEHT O I'eHepalbHO{ MMHUM NADPTMM B NepeXolHH# Nepuoxk.
/Mao [[sa-0yH ofemas MOSHAKOMHTb MeHA TakXe C STUM AOKYMEHTOM,

Bo BpeMf Geceld Mao Ilss-AyH Bupasun noxenasue, 4rolH
C OOBAHUTEJIbHHM 3aKNINYeHHeM [0 Jeny bepua nomumo uneHoB [lo-
AuTOOPO OHIM O3HAKOMNEHH TakEe HekoTOopuwe uneHH LK KIRK. He-
00X0LKMMHE yxasaanﬂ.no‘erary ponpocy Mao [ss-iyH ofemaa IaTh
Jw Tao=-un. (lwéﬁm% RMUﬁ\

[lpy cosHaroOMIEeHHHM C pasienoM OCBMHHUTEABHOI'O S&KJINWUESHHUH
00 ¥SMEeHHUYECKO} JedATeJbHOCTH DepHMA B IOLH rpaklaHCKON BONHH,
Mao I[se-AyH oOpaTun BHHMAHME H& TO OGCTOATENBCTBO, 4TO YEaH
lo~rao /uspecTHult penerar KK/, xak ® TO Tenefb ycCTaHOBIEHO
110 apX¥BHHM MarepuanaM, oOHapyEeHHHM B [lerkuHe nocne ocBoGoxie
HHA 3TOro ropola OT NOMUHbLAHOBIEB, Takxe OHJN 3aBepOOBaH
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kurafickot oxpaHkoit ewe B 1920 rony. Mac [3s-LyH oCpartun
rakfe BHUM&HMe H& To, 4Yro Ba# Mus B 1920 roldy, OyLyuu B [an-
Xae, apecroBHBaicA oxpanko#i Yan Kail-uu. HecMOTpA Ha TO, UTO
OH y%e B TO BpeMfZ OHJN u3BecTeH K&K BuIAHHN paboTHur KK, ewmy
KaRUM~-TO 00pasoM ynaloch 0CBOCOAUTBCHE U3 TWLbMH, B TO BpeMS
Kak MeHee BMIHHe paborhHuk¥ KlIK, apecTroBaHHHE BMECTE C HUM,
OHNM EKa8HEHH TI'OMHHbLISHOBIO&MH.

Ha CGecene, npoloiXaBueficA OKOJAO 4-X 4acoB, MNPUCYTCTBO-
paau coBeTHUEK lloconbcrBa CCCF B KHF B.B.BacbkoB ¥ anuHE{
nepeBonunk Mao [[so-nyHa [u Yxs,

[ICCOJN CCCF B HKHF
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

From the Journal of P. F. Yudin, 23 February 1954, Top secret

Note of Conversation with the Chairman of the Centra | People's Government of the
Chinese People's Republic Mao Zedong, 4 January 1954

Today in Hangzhou, where Mao Zedong is taking his vacation, in my presence and
accompanied by the interpreters V. V. Vaskov (an Embassy official) and Shi Zhe (Mao
Zedong’s personal interpreter), the final verdict on the Beria affair was read to Mao.

Mao Zedong listened with particular attention and asked some questions on the
following sections of the judgment: the treacherous activity of Beria in the period of
the civil war, his treacherous activity up to and during the Great Patriotic War, his
treacherous activity after the death of I. V. Stalin. Mao Zedong also showed great
interest in questions concerning Beria's links to foreign spies and imperialist agents.

Mao Zedong expressed great indignation on account of the fact that Beria had
damaged and demolished the work of Soviet agents in capitalist countries.

After the verdict had been read, Mao Zedong pointedly noted that the unmasking of
Beria had great significance not only for the Soviet Union but also for international
communism. The Central Committee [CC] of the CCP, said Mao Zedong, expressed its
deep gratitude to the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
(CPSU) for the exposure of Beria. Mao Zedong described the exposure of Beria as
having great significance for the Chinese Communist Party [CCP] and for other
fraternal communist parties. Touching on the situation in the CCP, Mao Zedong noted
that some unhealthy phenomena had recently emerged. These were not widespread,
but since they affected even members of the CC it was impossible not to take
account of them.

There have been cases, said Mao Zedong, where certain individuals have tried to set
some members of the Politburo against others; there have been attempts to discern a
pattern in the occasional failures or errors of some members of the Politburo, and
thus to discredit these comrades. We are presently studying this question, said Mao
Zedong, keeping in mind the fact that the unity and cohesion of the ranks of the party
is a key condition for solving the tasks it confronts. On the matter of the unity and
integrity of the party, the CC was working at present on a special document, which
would not be made public. This document would be completed within the next two or
three weeks. Mao said that following the completion of the document he would give
instructions for me to be acquainted with its contents.

Mao Zedong further said that the CCP CC had already prepared a document on the
general line of the party in the transitional period. Mao promised to acquaint me with
this document also.

During the discussion Mao expressed the wish to familiarize some members of the
CC, as well as members of the Politburo with the judgment on the Beria affair. Mao
promised to give the appropriate instructions on this matter to Liu Shaoqi.

Referring to the section of the judgment which concerned Beria's treacherous activity
during the civil war, Mao Zedong drew attention to the fact that it was now
established from archival materials, brought to light in Beijing after the liberation of
the city from the Guomindang [GMD], that Zhang Guotao (a well-known renegade
from the CCP), was recruited by the Chinese secret police as far back as 1920. Mao
also drew attention to the fact that Wang Ming was arrested by Jiang Jieshi’'s [Chiang
Kai-shek's] secret police in Shanghai 1930. In spite of the fact that he (Wang) was
already known as a prominent CCP activist, somehow he managed to get out of
prison while less well known CCP activists were executed by the GMD.



Embassy official V.V. Vaskov and Mao's personal interpreter, Shi Zhe, were present
during the conversation, which lasted about 4 hours.

Soviet Ambassador in the PRC, P.F. Yudin



