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Summary:

Description of a meeting between Sonnenfeldt and Jean-Laurens Delpech, French
Minister of Armaments. Delpech was concerned about the slow response to the French
requests for further nuclear assistance. Sonnenfeldt explained that they were awaiting a
detailed technical analysis of the requests and limitations of US policy. Delpech also
raised the issues of French use of the Nevada Test Site. Attached to the memorandum is
a handwritten letter by Delpech to National Security Advisor Brent Scowcroft.
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THE COUNSE‘..OA
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

April 23, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY e

FROM: Helmut Sannenfeldt |1
SUBJECT: Meeting with French on Missile Cooperation

Scowcroft and I met with Delpech and Barron at the White
House today. Delpech had written a letter to Scowcroft (Tab A)
noting the lack of movement in his talks at the Pentagon and wondering
whether this might be remedied by an updating of the written agree-
ment concluded between Blancard and Foster in 1971 (which had
" defined the terms of cooperation at that time).

We explained to the French that we had indeed been slow in
getting ourselves organized but that this is due not to any deliberate
policy but to the fact that we were awaiting a a detailed technical
analysis of French requests (as conveyed in the blind memo they
handed to you). This was required so that we would know clearly
how far the Executive can go without changes in our laws or Con-
gressional consultation. We told Delpech that we hoped to have this
analysis very shortly and that thereafter we would be in a position to
give adequate guidance to his contacts at the Pentagon. We also
pointed out that matters were complicated now by the fact that there
was no single contact for him at the Pentagon, as Foster had been
for Blancard.

We further told Delpech that he absolutely had to stop giving
accounts of his White House conversations to his Pentagon contacts
since this would lead to misunderstandings and confuse the political
znd technical aspects of our relationship. We further noted that
someone on Sauvagnargues' staff had talked to Congressman Findley
2hout our contacts and that the latter in turn had informed our Director
o Arms Control. Deloech said that no one at the Quai knew of the
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Delpech then referred to the President's and your assurances
to Giscard at Martinique that the Nevada Test Site would be made
available for French tests. Delpech said he anticipated problems
in this regard because our safety regulations will require arrange-
ments that would become public. The French would not mind if this
happened but there obviously have to be negotiations. Ipointed out
that in addition we had to take account of our laws, the LTBT and the
NPT and that for all these reasons we might in the end well require L
some formal arrangement that would become known. (In fact, there -
is serious doubt that all the legal hurdles can be overcome. But we
need a study. This problem has also been raised at Defense. )

We left it that we would do our best to get the appropriate
Pentagon officials properly instructed so that matters can go forward. %
We told Delpech that for the regularly scheduled meeting between L
himself and Barse on April 28 we may not yet be in a position to
issue new guidance but we would try. In any event, we expected for
his subsequent contact our people would have positive guidance., We
again told him categorically that he must not in any way refer to his
White House conversations when he deals with his Pentagon contacts
since none of them, individually, had the full picture, and their
guidance must come snlely from the White House. Delpech, who had
wanted to tell Barse that he can expect instructions from the White
House, assured us he would shut up in future.

We also agreed that there is no need for a new written agreement,

In the course of the conversation, Delpech said the French would
be very open in telling us about the technical characteristics of their
systems.

NOTE: We are expecting a technical analysis from the Pentagon as
well as a draft NSDM. When we have worked this over, you will need
to review the matter with the President and probably Schlesinger.
Thereafter, we should make clear to Schlesinger that we will need

(1) a detailed prospectus before every contact with the French, subject
to White House approval, and (2) a detailed report on every contact,
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