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SUBJECT: FRENCH EXPORT (OF CENTRIFUGES FOR PAKISTANI
REPROCESSING PLANT :

1. THE SEPTEMBER 4, 1978, EDITION OF LE POINT (NO. 311)
ON PAGE 31 ASSERYS THAT THE LYON FIRM OF ROBATEL HAS
RECEIVED A LICENSE TO EXPORT CENTRIFUGES FOR THE PAKI=-
STAN REPROCESSING PLANT,

2, ACCORDING TO INFORMATIOWN AVYAILABLE IN WASHINGTON,
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(ADDRESS: RUE DE .GENEVE, B.P. 28, 68744

ROBATEL SLPI
UPPLY UF HOT CELLS AND

GENAS, FRANCE) I3 INYOLVED IN THE 9
LABS, GLOVE BOXES, SAIELNED CONTAINERS, AND DECONTAMI=
NATION EQUIFMENT, IN ADDITION, A SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN
ARTICLE ON REPROCESSING ThAT APFEARED IN DECEMBER 185786
REPORTS THAT AN AXIAL~FLOW, MULTISTAGE CENTRIFUGBAL .
CONTACTOR CALLED THE ROBATEL nAS BEEN DEVELUPED BY
SAINT~GOBAIN TELHNIQUES NOUVELLES AS AN IMPROVEMENT OVER

EXTRACTION COLUMNS AND MIXER SETTLERS,

3, IT wDuLD uE PARTICULARLY USEFUL IF EMBASSY COULD -
ASCERTAIN IF THE CENTRIFUGES REFERRED TO IN THE LE POINT =
ARTICLE ARE THOSE USEpD TO HELP CLARIFY THE FRDCESS STREAM -
AFTER DISSOLUTION OF THE SPENT FURL, OR IF THE ARTICLE -

J 15 REFERRING TO THE MORE CRITICAL CENTRIFUGAL CONTACTORS,
. IN EITHER CASE, DEPT wOULD BE INTERESTED TO LEARN IF AND
WNEN TmE EXPURT LICENSE FOR THIS EGUIPHMENT wAS ISSUED,

AND WHETHER THE CENTRIFUGES HAVE BEEN SHIPPED OR WHEN

THEY ARE SCREDULED FOR SHIPHENT. )

4, DEPARTMENT 1S OF COURSE AWARE OF THE SENSITIVITIES
THAT REL’ATE TO THE wHOLE SUBJECT OF ThE PAKISTAN] REw-
PROCESSING SALE. HOWEVER THIS INFORMATION APPEARS TO BE
OF SUFFICIENT IMPORTANCE TO JUSTIFY EMBASSY'S DISCREET
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