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Summary:

Britain agrees with U.S. thinking on the matter of State Department cable 292469,
except on its approach to the Soviet Union. Britain decided not to approach the Soviets
because they were unsure whether Moscow’s “commitment to nonproliferation
outweighs their special political interests vis-a-vis Pakistan.”
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SURJFELT: PAKISTAN PRDLIFERATION PROBLEM

REF: QTATE 292469

i, CONTENRTS OF REFERENCF PASSED 1D RUBERT ALSTON, FCO,
NOVEMBER 22, AFTER CONSULTATION, ALSTON REPORTED HMG
AGREFMENT WIThH FARAS (13, (3) AND (4},

2., USG PKOPNSALS RE SOVIETS IMN PaRA (2) GIVE HMG SUME
CONCFRN, HMG HAD REVIEWFD PNSSIBILITY 0F An APFRUACH
TO THE SOVIETS AT TIME OF THEIR DOWN DEMARCHE DN THIS
MATTFR, DFCISTOM WaAS NEGATIVE UN GROUNDS THAT MMG

NOT CERTAIN SOVIET'S COMMITTMENT TO MUN=PROLIFERATION
OUTWEIGKS THEIR SPECTAL °0L171CAL INTERESTS VIS 4 VIS
PAKISTAN,

3. IN LIGHT UF ABODVE, ALSTON SUGGESTS THIS NUESTION
BE DISLCUSSED BETWEEN ALSTOM AND AMR SMITK IN VIENNA,
EITHFR DURING NUVEMBER 26 RILATERAL OK IM PRIVATE
SESsTDN, BREWSTER -

BECKET
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