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Summary:

French officials hope to avoid a confrontation with Pakistan and want to maintain
dialogue until it is clear whether Bhutto will be executed. French civil engineers are
working at the Chasma plant site and keeping the French government informed of the
situation.
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SUBJECT: PAKISTAN REPROCESSING PLANT

1, SQUMKARY.. ON RARBIN DF U.8,=FRENCH TALKS OM INFCE QUT-
COMES AND NONFROLIFERATINN, JACDMET AND AMBASSADOR

DE LABDULAYE MET wITH SuITH, NYE AND PICKERING NOVEMBER 17,

JACOMET REVIEWED RECENT NEVELOFMENTS ON THE PAKISTAN RE=
PRACESSING PLANT, EMPHASIZING THAT THE U.S. SHOULD HAVE

Ng FURTHER WORRY ABOUT THE FRENCH CONTRACT BECAUSE FRANCE!S

DECISION TO TERMINATE ALL CONPERATION WITH FAKISTAN DN
THE REPPNCESSING PLANT wAS ABSOLUTELY FIRNM. END SUMMARY,
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2., JACOMET SAID THAT WHEN AGA SHAHI MET WITH GISCARD

ON NOVEMRER 3 In PARIS, THE LETTER HE CONVEYED FROM
GENERAL 2IA MERELY EXPRESSED A "FIRM HDPEY THAT THE FRENCH
DECISION 70 END COOPERATION UNDER THE REPROCESSING PLANT
CONTRACT WOULD NOT HINDER FRANCO=~PAKISTANI CODPERATION IN
OTHER FIELDS, THE LETTER whAS MERELY TwD PABES LONG,
JACOMET SAID, AND CONTAIMED NOTRING OF A sUESTANTIVE
NATURE.

3, AGA SHAMI DID NOT RAISE THE CO-PROCESSING ALTERNATIVE
AS ‘THE FRENCH THOUGHT HE MIGHT, HE DID ASK FOR BILATERAL
DI1SCUSSIONS DN A PLUTONIUM STORAGE REGIMNE UNNER AKTICLE
XI1 OF THE I1AEA CHMARTER, JACDMET AGREED RITH AGA SHAHI

THAT FREMCM AND PARKISTANI EXPERTS COULD DISCUSS THIS
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF INFCE, DURING THE MEETING WITH
GISCARD AND A SEPARATE MEETING WwITH DE GUIRINGAUD, THERE
WAS ALSQ DISCUSSION OF PAKISTAN'S DESIRE 70 PURCHASE
MIRAGE PLANES AND FRENCH MISSILES,

4, JACOMET EMPHASIZED THAT THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT DE=
CISION TN END ALL FURTHER COOFPERATION UNDER THE REPROCESS~
ING CONTRAET wAS FIRM, FRANCE STILL HOPED TO AVOID 2
CONFRONTATION WITH PAKISTAN AND THUS WAS CONTINUING TO
MAINTAIN A DIALOBUE WITH THE PAKISTANI GOVERNMENT, AT
CLEAST UNTIL BHUTTOD'S FATF WaS DETERMINED, PAKISTAN AP~-
PEARED TN UNDERSTAND THE SITUATIONS AGA SHAKT IN PARIS
UNDERSTQOD BEST TACK FOR BOTH COUNTRIES WAS TO MAINTAIN
THEIR. RESPECTIVE POSITIONS, - (ON BHUTTD, JALOMET SAID
DE GUIRINGAUD WAS PESSIMISTIC THAT BHUTTO WOULD SURVIVE,
HE APDED THAT THERE WAS ONE VIEW THAT IF BHUTTOD WAS
EXECUTED, THE PAKISTAN GOVERNMENT MIGHT DROP THE REPRO-
CESSING PLANT DISCUSSIONS ALTOGETHER,)
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5, Twh FRENCH TECHNICTIANS WERE STILL &7 THE PLANT SITE
BUT THEIR WORK INVOLVED THE £IVIL ENGINEERING ASPECTS OF
CONSTRUCTION AND NOT THE SENSITIVE TECKNOLOGY, ONE OF
THESE MEN KEEPS THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT CLOSELY INFORMED
ON THE SITUATICN, FRANCE WILL SOOUN INSTRUCT THE TECH=
NTCIANS TD RETURN TO FRANCE} IT MAY BE SEVERAL WEEKS

YET BEFQRE THEY LEAVE,

6, FRANCE HAS EVIDENCE PAKISTAN WILLTRY TO COMPLETE
THE PLANT WITHOUT FRENCH HELP. THIS wILL TAXE MUCH
LONGER AND THE SENSITIVE TECHNDLOGY MAY PROVE DIFFICULT
AND PERHAPS IMPDSSIBLE FOR PAKISTAN TO DEVELDP,

7. COMMENTS SMITH QUESTIONED THE PURPNSE OF A PLUTONIUM
STORAGE STUDY 1F, AS THE U.S. AND FRENCH HOPE, THERE WAS
TG BF NG PLUTONIUM PRODUCED IN PAKISTAN, JACDMET UNDER=
STOOD THE INCONSISTENCY, BUT SAID HE AGREED TO THE STUDY
MERELY TO KEEP UP A DIALOGUE wITH PAKISTAN,
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