Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

December 6, 1979

Memorandum of conversation between Dutch Prime
Minister van Agt and British Prime Minister Thatcher

Citation:

"Memorandum of conversation between Dutch Prime Minister van Agt and British Prime
Minister Thatcher", December 6, 1979, Wilson Center Digital Archive, Archive of A.A.A.M.
van Agt, box 41, TNF file, Catholic Documentation Centre, University Nijmegen.
Translation from the Dutch by Ruud van Dijk
https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/113552

Summary:

Conversation between Dutch Prime Minister van Agt and British Prime Minister Thatcher.
Also present were advisors Merckelbach and Alexander. Conversation centers on the
political situation in the Netherlands, where resistance to TNF modernization has
become widespread. Thatcher questions why the Dutch people fail to recognize the
possible threat from the Soviet Union, suggesting "those who prefer being red over
being dead ignore the many who are both red and dead."
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