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Summary:

The Embassy acknowledged that India had the “technical know-how and possibly
materials to develop [a] simple nuclear device within period of months after GOI
decision to do so.” Nevertheless, it saw no evidence that a decision had been made to

test a device. Moreover, capabilities to deliver nuclear weapons were limited, with no
plans in sight to “develop [a] missile launch system.”
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SUBUS  INDIAN:NUCLEAR “INTENTIONS

§o EUMMARYwaAPPROPRXﬁTE;ELEMENTS“OF COUNTRY TEAM EONCLUDE! THAT

WHILE INDIAAALREADY yag ADVANCED NUCLEAR’TNFRAsTmuchREwfANb~thy
CORTINUE YO REFINE [7S NUCLFAR EXPERTISE, GOI CURRENTLY HAS NOQ“PLANS
TODEVELGE NUCLEAR Wy APONSe THERE' 1S NO EVIDENCE GOT 'HAS DECIDED
STAGE “PEACEFUL"™ $EST BLAST. WEAPONS DELTVERY CAPABILITY I

NTLY LIMITED TO CAPACITY 'OF INDYTAN AIR FORCE« INDIAN EXPERT

I NOTED: INDTA.HMAS NO FRESENT 0OR FORESEEABLE CAPACTTY TO pEVELOP.
MISSILE LAUNCH SYSTEMs END SUMMARY.

Be SINCE TRANSMITTING REF B IN :(JANU&RY EMBASSY HAS SEEN NO EVIDENCE
VE CHANGE IN GO POLjcy NOT TO MANUFACTURE NUGLEAR WEAPONS
INGLEDS PRIMING AND DEFMIN HAVE PUBLICLY RETTERATED POLICY

' DELHI 2288 AND 549100 NOR DO WE HAVE REASON TD AMEND ANY
ROASPECT AOF ASSEGHMENT CONTAINED REF B

PAR -
3¢ YHERE QONFINUES T RE STGNIFICANT POPULAR AND ELITE INDT AN |
SENTIMENY IN FAVOR OF 4 NUCLEAR WEAPONS PROGRAMs HOWEVERs. AS | 2
GRITISH HIGH COMMISSTONER NOTED TO POL COUNSELOR 'JULY {8s ‘THERE V.
EEMS TD BE! AWARENESS OF TOR GO POLICY LEVELS OF MAJOR DIVERSLION 4

OF ECONOMIC RESOURCESENTAILED IN NUCLEAR WEAPONS DEVELOPMENT .
MOREOVERS POPULWR PRo=BOMB SENTIMENT TENDS TO DISSIPATE WHEN THE.
ISBUE J8 RECOGNTZED 45 A CHOICE: BETWEEN ‘BUTTER AND BLASTe BRITISH
HICOMMER, LIKE: USs BpLIEVES INDIA IS "MILES FROM ‘CROSSROADSY
WHERE HARD CHOICE WOULD HAVE TO BE MADE TO PURSBUE COSTLY MIEITARY:
DETOUR FROM BURRENT ABEN OPTIONS ARPROACH. ‘ “
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! 4o IN ADDITION TO RESERVATIONS ARCUT Pw4yﬂgvaF ECONOMIC cosvS;‘

PRIMIN JGANDHT MAY DOURT MILITARY UTILITY OF NUGLEAR WE APONRY

POSTURE TACTICALLY Usﬁbbtﬂ b
PRINCIPLE AS WELL A8 gcONOMIcS, TO PURSUE NUrLEAR WEAPONS
DEVELOPMENT A8 SUDH 47 THIS TIME e : i \

5o CONDITIONS MOST LykeLY TO OMANGE MRS, Aawm 199 PUBLICs AND
Wﬁh%lMAafv PRIVATE: OPPASITIAN T0O NUCLE EAPONRY FOR INDIA

INCLUDE® 1A} ASTAN PriOlLifrERATIONS P4t
CHINESE BOMB WAV ING, JRNELUD NG PﬁﬁqAﬂﬁ
QCEAN AREAI ANDIC) ETONOMIr SO0
IADTA SUFFICYENTLY GreaT Tn TEMPT Lr
BOOST OF NUZLEAR EXNPLOGTI0ON. HOWEYER,
CURREMTLY DBTAIN DR APPFARS | IKE

SILE LAUNCHES  IN

g

OE THE SE {DNSITYONS

‘‘‘‘‘

6+ COUNTRY TEAM SEES NG EVIDENCE THAT AS PAKT OF OFEN OFTYIONS

LITE MASTERY OF NUCLELR TECHMOLOGY. WE UNP
CONCEDED IN: §NT [QNATKﬂNA L SCTENTIFICE 1
DEIPLOMATIC CIRCUIT HERES THAT INDIA WAS ﬁ#NKCA“§MJN HOW,
POSSTBLY MATERI AL@§‘Tm DEVELOP SIMPLE NUCLEAR DEVICE WKWWIN‘
PERIOD: OF MONTHSE AFTrR goOl nECISION TO DD.SO. PR ﬂs CTIVE

O NAUHYNQ?QN WE ApE

‘_RFGARQLFS? OF ULTIMATE a0l nprision aN WEAPONS MANUFACTURED -

OPTIONS POLTEY, TO Bp PURPOS

L TO EXTEND! INDIA'S RANGE OF NULLEAR <NOW
ADDJCES EENEW},L{A fmo‘}’b’“h{ﬂtﬂ TCAL SIng “g’{wius IN XMDIA‘W AND
PERHAPS ON ”@TENTVAL AGGRESSORS A“‘wmua OTHERS IN ‘NUCLEAR
,EBTABLISMMFN? ONSIDER TEST BLAST AT DIVERSIONARYs AND

'WORST xwﬁu” TO TEMPT GOT TO COMMIT SCARCE RESOURCES IN
JELOPMENT e WHILE WE THINK TT
WORKED ON THEORETICAL

»“fﬁ WE ARE UNABLE 'To
[CESWE RECALL THAT

‘UNHWALTHY DIRECTION oF WEAPDNG
PCS&IBLE INDIAN SCIENTISTS MAY
CRBREPARATIONS FOr At g TG MU
ﬁE, .EQMINE WHETHER Phe Y WaAVE A8SeMal o

2("

(NEW JE HI 22881, MOREOVER, SHE SFEMS &*QTEGMALLY~$kT AGATINET
ANY SUCH DEVELOPMENT, ANDs WE TH vwxg FINRS PRESENT OPEN OPTTONS
HAS NO O INTENTION, A% MATTER -oF

ARLV WﬁHESTAmﬂ ﬂaw'

‘_NAL DETERTORATION IN:.
SHTP TOWARDS @““C4GLQFECAL

IN NEAR TIMEFRAME®

CAPRPROACH, GOI 18 CURRENTLY PREPARING wmiﬁLFLUi“ TEST To EXPAND:-
CRSTANG 1T I8 ?LNFRALLY
:@, AND CERTAINUY ON:

- CARPACITIES OB ‘HMVAga RRESENT AND wRQ%PE@“KVL NUCLE ﬁﬁ &TWTEONS#
GRADES 'OF PLUTONTIUM REING PRODUCED, AND EXTENT TO WHIC AFWLETIED
ARECCOVERED BY INTERNATIONAL OF BYLATERAL SAFEGUARDE, ﬁpb WELLEKNOWN.
AWARE FROM OVERT AND COYERY SQURCES THAT'
‘WITHIN INDTAN mwmtﬁnw @mrwu 1TVs AS r»%ra HERE: TN GOT AND AMONGA
LITICAL: AND PORULAR ELITES, THERE ﬁ‘&ﬂUY OF! ﬁwymgom AmauyNGMTHAf

AR Hﬁﬁiwmk, MFQU!PVS FARLY TES
THIS OPINION ALSO i

REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTH®RIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
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IN JULY y2 PRESS CONFERENCE' MRSe GANDHI SAID “THERE 1S NOUTRUTH -
WHATEVFR" “TO CURRENT ' JARANESE REPORTS INDTA NILL SOON STAGE TEST

BLAST NFW DELHI 86880

7+ FOR FORESEEABLE" FUTURE: INDIA*S DELIVERY CAPABILITY LIES WHOLLY
IN' LIMITED=RANGE AIRCRAFT IN INDIAN AIR FORCE: INVENTORY=<CURRENTLY -4
SQUADRONS: OF 'CANBERRAS (B=58)s 8 SQUADRONS OF MIG=21 AND .6
‘$QUADRONS :OF SU=7a DESPTTE LIVELY GO INTEREST IN GENERALIFTELD
OF ROCKETRY AND S8PACEs AS EVIDENCED, EeGes BY EXTENSIVE SOUNDING
ROCKET PROGRAM UNDERTAKEN WITH FORETGN COLLABORATION, INFORMED!
INDIANS SEEM TO WECGPNE?F’TH&Y ARE STILL' BEGINNERSe SCIATT NOTES
THAT IN RECENT ‘CALL DN NEW SPACE CHIEF DHAWAN, .LATTER DESCRIBED b
HIS FIRST PRYORITIES AS COMMUNICATIONS AND EDUCATION, ANDYIN
DISCUSSING REPORTS' OF AN INDIAN NATTONAL SATELLITE» HINTED THAT |
LAUNCHING WILL RE-DE| AYED' BEYOND RUMORED §97j, BECAUSE OF “FUNDING: L
AND' SOFTWARE COMPLTCATIONSs AND DIFFICULTIES IN' IMPORTING REQUSTTE ?~

PNOLDGY s ALSOS PR)WEQQOR MeBoKa MENON DERFCTOR TATA : B
INSTITUTE FUNCEMENTA| RESEARCH, AND WEAD OF - INDIAN SPACE PROGRAM FIOR K
INTERIM PERIQD OF: ABOUT SIX MONTHS FOLLOWING VIKRAMI SARABHAL‘S“ ?-
DEATH» TOLD BRITISH MIGH COMMISSIONER THREE MONTHS AGO INDYA ‘HAS ‘NO! =
PRESENT QR FORESEEARLE cAPACITY TO DEVELOP MISSILE LAUNCH SYSTEMa
ANDCCOULD NOT, FOR FAAMPLE; EVEN T%WORETlfALLY EXPECT "TO HAVF
INDEPENDENT SATELLITE LAUNCH CAPABILITY FOR 8 TO 10 YEARSS OOUNTRY
TEAM SEES NO EVIPENCE GOI AND SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY ARE WORKING
ENERGETICALLY ON PPORLFMQ o8
KEATING K
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