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Summary:

The possibility that India had made a decision to test surfaced in a message from the
U.S. consulate in Bombay (Mumbai) signed off by Consul David M. Bane. The latter
reported that Oak Ridge Laboratory scientist John J. Pinajian, then serving as the Atomic
Energy Commission’s scientific representative in India, had pointed out several
“indications”—-notably his lack of access to key individuals and facilities in India’s
atomic establishment--suggesting that India “may well have decided” to test a nuclear
device. While stating that Pinajian’s evaluation was “subjective and impressionistic,”
Consul Bane agreed that the atomic energy establishment did not want this American
poking around because he might find out too much. Bane further observed that a
nuclear test “in the not too distant future” could meet India’s political goals and help
attain “greater recognition major power status.”
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SURJECT: INNIA'S NUFFEAR POSITION

| 1e SUMMARY: AFC SCIREP POINY¥S NUT INNTCATIONS 6801 CouLn

VERY WELL BFE WORKINMm ON NUCLEAR DEVIre: 0 DTMONSTRATE RPEACEFUL:
; APPLICATIONS IN NOT 200 DISTANT FUTURCD: AND TNDICATINN ALSO THAT
GOl IS LAYING GROUNMRORK TD MARKET [ ARGELY INDIGENOUS PNWER
REACTORS -

Pe AEC REP ROMBAY DR, PINAJIAN (SINrr MID NAVEMRER 1972)

HAS AT MY RFQUEST GTYEN ME HIS INFDRMaA AND PERSONAL! FVALUATINN
[ NF INDIA'S NUCLFAR oaSITION BASED ON QUBJECTIVFE DRSERVATIONS

' AT VARINUS ILEVELS IM INDIA, BRNDAD EXTRA90LATINONS BASED N
TECHNICAL PAPERS PREGENTED AT INDIAN QCIENTIFIC MEETINGS

AS WELL AS IMPRESSINN GATHERED FROM PyRpIC AND PERSONAL
COMMENTS MADE BY MEMRER ATOMIC ENERAY CAMMMNITY. REQUFST

HIS COMMENTS, WHICH BERSONAL Tn MEd mrp: e[ NDSTLY HELD.

3¢ IT IS OPINION AL THAT INPIA'S DEPT NE ATAMIr ENERBY IS
LAYING RROUNDWORK FmN SalE OF LARGELY INBENAUS ATOMIC

REACTORS (222 MWE) aND R} THAT GOl Mav WFEFLL HWAVE DECIDEDR TO

Cgé;> CONFIDENTTAL

_ - -




\uthority MNMM

NARA Date ™

3

SrEaryIgita \rchive Original Scan

a;;;. Department of State TELEGRAM

EONFIDENTT 4
PAGE 02 ROMBAY 2785 n414157

PEMONSTRATE ITS /
NUCLEAK CAPARILITY RY EYPLOITING PEACEFyL A2PLTCATION M A
NUCLEAR DEVICEs IN W$S JUDGEMENT THT& WAULD BE FULLY WITHIN
CAPABILTTIES NF GDI YU ACCOMPLISH [N TWE NEAR FUTURE AND
INDYCATTONS AVAILARLFE' IT COULD SUGGFEeT THAT GOT MAY af CURRENTLY
WORKING TO THIS END,

e FOLLNWING ARE: SOMp 0Op THE BASES THAT HE rITES AS HAVING
BIVEN RISE TO H1S sMPRFQSTAN.

Ae DESPITE HIS EXreLLENT CREDENTIALS AND ~ONTACTS HERE
NATING FROM OAK RIDmE, WIS PRNPOSALS TO CARPY 0N EXPERIMENTAL
WORK AT RHARHA ATOMIr REQEARCH CENTRF|{RARC) AT TRNAMRBRAY AND
TATA INSTITUTE OF FiyKDEMENTAL RESEARC-U(TIFR) HAVE RFEN REBUFFFED
RY GBO! NIRECTORS (nm RAMANNA AT TRAMaayY AND 220F MENAON AT
TIFRe}) THIS DESPITE #ACT THAT IN AGRerMENT 2IGMED RY NR.
SARABHAT, THEN CHAIRMAN AEC,. AND USAFr COMMTISSTIONFR RAMEY, DR
PINAJIAN WAS REING MADE AVAILABLE A9 aN EFXPSRT IN ARTA OF
PRODUCTION NF HIGH PORITY RADIONUCLINES, PRCSEMT AFC CHATRMAN
SETHNA INITIALLY SURBESTED THAT PINAJTAN GO TO WORK AT
BRARC IMMEDTATELY., RAMANNA, HOWEVER ACTER AVAINDING PINAJTAN
UNTIL SETHNA INTERVERED AND PCRSONALLY REAUCSTED APPNINTMENT
FINALLY TOLND HIM THAT IT WAULD RE IMPRAPTICAL FOR HIM TO WORK WITW
ISOTOPES DIVISION STRCE IT WOULD "RENGIRE PCRMTSSION FROM THE
FENTRE™. RAMANNA ENNED RY SUGGESTING oINAJTAN SHOULD REALLY
WORK AT TIFRa PINAJTAN HAS BEEN TRYIMa TR SEF MENNN WHD HEAD
TIFR SINCE ARRIVAL nN BAMBAY AND WITunUT SU~CESSs MNRCOVER PRAF

THOSAR OF MENON®S STXFF REQUESTED LAST NOVEMARER THAT He BE HRIVEN
WPERMISSION TO INITTATE A PROGRAM 0OF INVESTIGATION WITH DR
PINAJIAN, A RECOGNIZED FXPERT IN CERTAIN ARFAS OF INTERNAL
CONVERSTION SPECTROSENPYY: MONTHS HAVE PAGSEN AND NEITHER

THNSAR NOR PINAJIAN NAS HEARD ANYTHINs FURTLER ON THIS NDESPITF
PRUDDINGs CONEIDER FAREGOING SIGNIFTrANT RBE~AYSE

RARE AND TIFR WOULD mRE PRINEIPAL ORAANTZATIAN TNVOLVED IN ANY?
MOVE TOWARD DEVELOPMENT nF A NUCLEA® NFVICFE. ADDITIONALLY
PINAJTAN HAS HAD INCREAQING DIFFICULTY IN SEFEING SETHNA (HAS NOT
SEEN SINCE FER ALTHNUGH HAS REQUESTER ARPPOINTMENT ON! NUMBER

NF DCCASIONS. )

Be DESPITE CHAIRMAX: SETHNA'S STATEMENT THAT TROMBAY

"WIDE DPEN AND WF HAVE NO SECRETS®™ Dr1yajIAN CNONTACTS
WITH PERSOMNEL WARKTRG THERE (AND HE wAS A NUMRBRER OF
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EXCELLENT CONTACTS wHO VALUE HIS ADvVIcE4+ DO NOT REAR THIS QUT.
HIS CONTACTS SUGGEST THAT QUTSIDERS wmRKING AT TROMRAY ARE NOT
FREE TO ROAM ARQUND, IN FACT FRIFENDLY SOURCES ARE UNARLFE TO
TELL HIM WHN IS WURKINC ON A PARTICULAR PROJFCT AND wWHAT IS
REING DONE.

Ce PINAJIAN SATISFIED FROM ALL INDTFATIONS AVAILABLE TO HIM
INDIANS ARE DOING EXTENSIVE WORK IN FIELD OF PLUTONIUMe HE
RECOGNIZES nF COURSF STRONG BASE FDR s UTONTUM WORK 1S ALSD
NECESSARY FOR UTILI?XTION OF PLUTONTUM IN DAE RREEDFR REACTOR
PROGRAMe.

De DAE' HAS PLUTONTOM PROCESSING PLANT AT TROMBAY ANOTHER
PLANT AT TARAPUR (SAPEGUARDS APPLY HEaf TO 2FACTORS ONLY)
AND' ADDITIONAL PLANTS: AT MABPRASe THFE ~IRCUS REACTNRS AT TROMBAY
HAVE BEEN OPERATING SEVFRAL YEARS WITH NO CANTROL OVFR DISPOTTINN
PLUTONIUM PRODUCTION FRNM REACTORe W7{ HAOTES, AS WELLL TARAPUR
SENDING USED US FUE| ELEMENTS TO US RATMER THAN TREAT TARAPUR
TROMBAY OR HYFURABAD WHICH EQULD SUGREST RE{UCTANFCE TO SEE
SAFEGUARDS APPLIFD.

THIS ALSO SUGGESTED Tn PINAJIAN By e
PR sMWDKONDAL _
PROJECT DIREETOR NyUELEAR FUF|' COMP| X
HYDERABAD

Se¢ COMMENT! FORGONING SUBJECTIVE AND TMPRESSIONISTIC: AND MUST
BE TREATED AS SUCHe T CAN VERIFY THAT KEY: MCN IN INDIA'S ATOMIC
ENERGY HIERARCHY ARE APPARENTLY QFELUCTANT TO ALLOW PINAJIAN
TO RECOME INVOLVED TR ANY ACCESS TO TurSE INSTITUTIONSe IN MY VIEW
THEIR RELUCTANCE: DERTVES FROM THEIR rnNEERN THAT PINAJIAN KNOW=-
LEDGEABLE

AND COULD FIND: ouT MQRE THAN THEY MIGWT LIKF THAT HE:

SHOULDe THEY' F’RDRAB! Y FEAR ’FHAT WEi MAY BE USING HIM

DBSERVE

THEIR ACTIVITIES IN RUCLEAR FIELD.

6+ AS AURA NF INDOwpaK VICTORY AND: 1n7wf72 LECTORAL! SUCCESSES

DIM AND AS PUBLIC DTSENCHANTMENT WITH PM ANm GOl MOUNT
REFLECTING INCRFASEnR ECONOMIC DISTRESe tT 0rfCURS TO US IN

ROMRAY THAT IN ADDITION USUAL SCAPERNATS, "NEMANSTRATINNY OF

A NUCLEAR DEVICE:

FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSF@&: IN NOT TDO DISTANT FUTURE
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COULD GIVE PSYCHOLCM"PC/AL SHOT IN ARM T0O SAGRING PM AND CONGRESS
IMAGE AS WELL: SUPPDQT INDIA‘S DESIRL“ ATTAIN GREATFR QFCNANITINN
MAJOR: POWER STATUS,

BANE ‘ - .
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