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Summary:

Having written off an early test, the day that it took place the Embassy scrambled to
come up with an explanation. Deputy Chief of Mission David Schneider signed off on the
telegram because Moynihan was in London. While the Embassy had no insight on the
decision-making, it saw domestic politics and “psychological” explanations for the test:
the need to offset domestic “gloom” and the need for India to “be taken seriously.”
According to the telegram, “the decision will appeal to nationalist feeling and will be
widely welcomed by the Indian populace.”
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