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October 19, 1950

Memorandum to: Mr. Frank G. Wisner

Subject: lonal Committee for Frse Eurcpe

Baron Georges Bessenyey, Chief of the Foreign
Affairs Sectlon of the Hungarian National Councll, }
was in the early thirties Chief of the Political Secticn
of the Hungarian HMinistry of Foreign Affairs. He was
Pungarian Minister to Yugoslavia from 1937 until 1941,
Hungarian Minister a% Viehy in 19%1 and 19%2 and Hungerlen
Minister to Switzerland from 1943 until the end of the war,
He is an acecomplished professional diplomat and & sericus
and thoughtful person, X have known him very well indeed
since 1938, Bessenyey came from New York to Washington
at the end of last wesk to ask my advice on his continusd
participation in the Hungarian National Council.

1% 1s my understanding that the Hungarian National
Council nnder tha lendership of Bela Varga and former
Prima Minlster Nagy has heen the hest disciplined and
nost unified of the various national councils and comwlite
tees of Bastern European countries which are racoznlzed
by the National Committee for Free Europs in New York.
Bossonyey told me, howaver, that the Hungarian Natlonal
Council had started to disintegrate and that the various
membars of the group were engaged im partisan lntyrigues
and disagreenents to the extent that there was a good
chance of the Council falling apart, Bessenyey stated
that the Washington representative of the Hungarian Nee
tional Council, former Hungarian Kinisteér %o the Unlted
States Szegedy-Maszak, had resigned in dlspust and was oow
endeavoring o obtain cmployment wiih the Yolce of Amnerica.
Szegedy-Maszak, in other words, sald that he ecould do
nothing useful as a member of the Hungarian Watior ol
Couneil which was so hopelessly split on politleal 1ss a8
that 1t probably could have no further utility, Szegs Y=
Maszak was also a career Hungarian offleisl und a very
garious man, g
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Garon Lescenycy  sat. o v EE R CI 1A LAY - S
and was tompted to give the whole tulny up ind wit Ire) i
from Hungarlen affalrs, He stated that he had bec: er |
couraged by American officials over theé past threc ye: s
to maintain his status as an active member of the jun e
imn emlgration bui thot now he was conslde ing i~ ng 1p
this status, applying for iAmerican citizensp .nd iiae
drawing completely from Hungarian affairs. He ask & e
what my advice would be to him and through him to the
Hungarian National Council., ‘In our conversation I mace
the following points: .

; 1. The National Committee for Free Europe
5 in New York had absorbed.the time and cnergles )
of muny distinghished and busy Americans who 3

‘ were interested in the problems of Fastern Lurope ' ﬁ

v and in maintaining hope for the eventual liber-

e ation of the Soviet satellite countries., It had

N paen announced by the Volce of America in the
summer of 1949 that the various national committeas i
and councils had been organized, Gencral Luvclus L
Clay, under the auspices of the NCFE, had launched o
the “freedom campaign", Radio Free Europe had
been on the air for some months and arrangoemenis
were belng made for Radlo Free Europe to obtain
more effective and powerful broadcasting facilitd :s .
which would nermlt the various national counclls : 3
and commlittces to speak to their respective peopl:s
behind the Iren Curtain. In addition the NCFL hai
inavgurated a national fund ralsing cempaign to
support the activitles of the various national come
mittees. In short, a very great deal of good will,
time, energlies and money had been compitted to tha
offort to maintain the morale of the captured
peoples of Eastern Europe and to pernit politica’
exilos from that part of the world to engage in
activities to prepare the ground for the liveration
of their respective countries. The objectives of
the NCFE had received the blessing of the Secretary
of State and the Freedom Caupaign had been endorsad
by the President of the Unlted States,
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‘ 2, If the varilous national committees

; and councils, due to petty intrigues, partisan -
differences and selfish jockeyings for precedence '
and influence on the part of their component
members should result in the dissolution of
these groups I could foresee serious repercussions
and conseguences,

3. The distinguished and busy Amerlcans
who were devoting a great deal of time 'to the
attainment of the objectives of the NCFE would
naturally be disgusted and would certainly loss
interest,

L, The various political exiles from
Fastern Europe presently active as memters of
the soveral national councils ar” conmitiees
would certainly lose stzture in .his zountry
with the result that there would be very ilttle
disposition to provide them with further assist-
ance which was making it possible for them to
1ive and work in the United Statos. When such
great issuses wero at stake ln Eastern Lurope it
would certalnly appear unseemly and petty, (o say
the leust, for the various exiled political leade 3
to be engazing in futile and silly quarreling
amongst themselves,

. 5., The communists were alleging that the
governments of the various Eastern European coun-
triess prior to the communist take-over, were com-
posed of selfish and petty politicians who were
engaged 1n struggliing for personal advancement
against the bast interests of thelr respoctive:
countrics, etc, The various communist reglmes
were claiming that only they could unify not only
the countries but the entire region of Fastern
Europe. A break~up of the various natlonal coune
cils and commiitees would certainly give a graeat
deal of credence to the communist theses, 1% 1s
certain that the communists would make the unost ¢’
any disintegration among the refugee groups hased
on petty partisan and selfish inierests,
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€, It appeared to me to be incredible that
the various individuals in the refugee groups
should be quarreling over issues such as the i -
boundary between Croatia and Serbla, Slovak sep~ ‘ :
aratism, the percentage of the votes obtained by &
the Hungarien Small Holders Party in 19495, whethor
or not G, I, Dimitrov was the authentic leader
of the Bulgarian peasant party, etc,, etc.y rather
than agreeing as patriotic citizens of their re-
spective countries on fundamental issues such as
self=dotermination, the re-astablishment of basic
hunan froedoms and democratic processes in thelr
respecitive couniries,

Baron Bessenyey agreed entively and remarked that
the basic d¢ifficuliy was perhaps that the component mea-
bers of the varlous national councils end committeces ware
mainly politilcans who thouvght in terms of their own po-
1itical hopes and partisan isswes » They than natl nal

{ssues., He sitzbtou thrt he was cxhy 1 . datsgustodl ar
infiniiely boared Ly €. lor me L1 Loguaarrels whih

had developed witiiln tThe M gojgar an Ao viesael Counell o e
left: me with the impression,. however, that e woul . no
formally withdraw from the Hungarian Nationai Courcil ©
this time,

I think the time has come to reconsider and re-
oxamlne this whole complicated and troublesonc issue f
political exiles {rom Fastern Europe. NMany of the in-

A,

dividual members of the various comuittess have siateu
emphatically that only bold measures by appropriate Ansrican
officials can make the various exiled groups coms to their
senses, It has been the Department's polley not to inter=
fere in the internal affalrs of these national greups but
P to leave 1t to the individual members to thrash out tielr
oo difficulties and come up with some sort of unity., Thuy
- have apparently failed to accomplish this and we are :ow
faced with, 1% seems to me, several alternatives: :

' 1., Wo might let things proceed as ay
presens without intervention which would prote
ably rosult in the progressive disintegratior.
and ultimate Giscolution of the varlous naticnal
committess, e
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2. We could advise the NCFE in New York (?)O
to make a concerted effort to unify the various

RTOUDS | ‘

| Perhaps the NCFE,
‘assisted by the Department, might draw up short
programs which all members of the various groups
could agrese upon. These programs could be stand=-
ardized and include basic issues which none of : ]
the members could fall to concur in such as :
opposition %o Stalinism and imperialismy, oppcsie
tion to dictatorship and police state controls
and in favor of the free insitutions; the self-
determination of the various peoples, e¢te., The
varlous partilsan groups within the committess and
counclls might also be persuaded to agres to
postpone all disputes relating to the internal
political and partisan issues within their re-
spective countries, . It is just possible that the
various committees could coalescs on the basic
of such broad programs and objectives,
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Robert P, Joyce
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