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SUBJECTI NORTH/SOUTH KOREAN TALKS
11 (S*ENTIRE TEXT),
2, DURING CONVERSATION WITH ME ON MARCH 8, BLUE WOUSE
ADVISER HAHM PYDNG=CHON SPECULATED THAT A MAJDR NORTH
KOREAN OBJECTIVE IN PERSISTING WITH NORTH/SDUTH GONTACTS
AT PANMUNJOM WAS TO ENHANGCE THE PROSPECT FOR SEPARATE
NGRTH KOREAN/US TALKS, HE URGED MOST STRONGLY THAT THE
UsSs MAINTAIN ITS PRESENT POLICY ON THIS ISSUE AND ASKED
ABOUT THE FIRMNESS OF OUR RESOLVE,
3, 1 POINTED OUT THAT OUR POSITION ON NEGOTIATIONS WAS
VERY CLEAR AND HAD BEEN AUTHQRITATIVELY AFFIRMED BOTH
PUBLIGCLY AND PRIVATELY, THUS, I WAS CONFIDENT THE U,S,
WAULD NOT AGREE TD ANY NEGOTJATIONS ON KOREA IN WHICH
THE ROK DID NOT PARTICIPATE ON THE SAME BASIS AS THE DPRK,
IN THE CASE OF U,S+/NDRTH KOREAN GCONTACTS; HOWEVER, 1.
COULD NOT BE QUITE SO CERTAIN BECAUSE CONTACTS INVOLVED
MANY AMERICANS; AND NOT JUST THE USG,. AN INCREASE IN
PRIVATE, MEDIA, AND LEGISCATIVE CONTACTS WITH ‘NOR¥H
KOREA WAS QUITE POSSIBLE, EVEN IN THE AREA OF GOVERN=
MENTAL CONTACTS THERE MIGHT BE PRESSURE TO RELAX OUR
"NO CONTACT" POSITION WHICH WAS UNIQUELY STRICT, MOREs
OVER, IF THE SOVIETS OR THE CHINESE PERMITTED CONFACTS
WITH SOUTH KOREA WE WOULD OF COURSE RECIPROCATE WITH
NORTH KOREA,
4y HAHM DID NDT SEEM SURPRISED BY MY ANSWERS, BUT HE
REITERATED FIRMLY THAT WE SHOULD STICK TO DUR PRESENT
POLICY, 1 SUGGESTED THAT IT WOULD BE EASIER FOR US 10
00 SO IF THE ROKG AT PANMUNJOM DR PERHAPS ELSEWHERE, SET
DUT THEIR OBJECTIVES ON THE KDREAN PENINSULA IN A
POSITIVE AND COMPREHENSIVE WAY, IF THEY DID, IT WOULD
BE EASIER FOR US TO REMIND PEOPLE THAT OUR POLICY ON
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DEALINGS WITH THE DPRK WAS NOT AN ARBITRARY POSITION ByT

RATHER ONE DESIGNED TO ENCOURAGE GREAT POWER CONTACTS

WITH BOTH NORTH AND SOUTH KDREA ON A BASIS OF REGIPROCITY,
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