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SUBJECT:

Comments on Radio Free Europw Broadcastm o Poland.

In response to in.t'omal requests from the Dopa.rtmnt, the follwing
Enbassy views on Radio Frese Burope (R.F.E.) Polish broadcasts are. submitted.
herewith, They are based on & study of scripts of broadcasts mads over the
past several months, as well as on an intermiitsnt monitoring of these broad-
caste, An effort is sleo mads to plase in perspective the role of R.P,E, in
o relatien to prasent informational possibilities availabls to the United States,
" Thess ‘comments cannot be considered as all-inclusive and references to indi-
vidial. breadsasts are only made to point up a epecific criticism, Bmphasis
‘dn this swmary is placed on these characteristics of R.F,E, brosdeasts which

" the :Bubassy balieves ore incow tible with -expressed United States! policy aad
1 " aime in Poland, ,

_ In the hxtorut of tyévitylonly general reference is mads to.the dotda=
msents which outline sstablished|n.F,B, broadcasting policy towards Poland,
Likewlse, it is not believad negessary to outline the Bmbssay's views on
ourrent Polish developmenta sings these are covered in continuing Bubassy .
compundcations, I should mtiTn that I am often impressed by the extellense
‘of mamh of ths raw intelligence(which cames into the hands of R.F.E. but

. squally disappointed by the mishandling of this information in several of the
broadoasts tdth which we are acquaintod.

‘ The quution which mturm.y continues to arisa in a review of R.F,E.
bresiicasts 1s to what degree R,F.E, in practice attempts to conform to thase
broadcasting tives which point out the special conditions which operate

" in Poland, B sumarized are some specific references in broadeasts
whish uppear to olato cst.ablishcd pollcyt

(1) R.P‘.E. broadcasts ahould nse "thorougbly mpunsiblo and reliabls
sources of news, camonury and other information®,

. "Rﬂ"labionl“ of a Pglish official’s ax-housekeeper (Stdxt-lhnatoxitt)
on the "new slass", which R.M.E.'s own evaluator sald should be umed "with
3 extreze caution", were amployed in & series of broadcasts in November and
‘  appear to have been highly exaggerated, Other distortions have been die-
. seinated; for exampls, in & Jenwary 18 broadesst, the statement was made
"mundreds md thouaands of Poles who, tiwough the vhistles end obtecalls and
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noloe of Jamning machines, listemd to our programs breadcest to Poland", So

far as professionally competent monitore can determine, there is no Polish
Jamaing of broadecasts ss implied, In & broadeast of Jamiary 29, customs

duties on gift parccls were called |"astronomical” and it would have been

fairer to cite the greatly reduced ;rates which were placed into effect in
September 1957, which were included in a Departmeni of Commerce leaflet pub-

1ished at that time, In & broadcagt of January 15 on alfichol congumptien

and the official Polish attitude tHereto, mention could have been mads of

the dagres of success which was attained during the past year in reducing

the cmsmnption of alcohol, estimated at 8%,

(2) N.P.Es should use "greatest cautlon" in diocuasing Poland's reloe
tians with the U,5.5,1, and other Communist states in order to avoid "creation
of unnecessary difffculties for the GQRIULKA reslms a.nd its reletions with e
t-hose countries, RIS

An Qotober 8 broadcast was too hasty in ciraw.lng unproveble and unsub~
stantiated conclusions about Gomulka's trip to Moscow and referred to the:
- myth of Soviet pressures on him.. A January 12, 1959 broadecast entitled "Stiil

No Polish Consulates in the U.S5,S.e" was obva.ously intended to stir up t.rouble
between Poland and the Soviet Union,

(3) ReF.E, should "avoid excessive and contantious polemlcs, vitupora—-
tion and vindictiveness®,

On January 9 [lF«H, incorrectly characterized a JEDRYCLU+SKI interview
an price and wage refomms as "exactly 1lke the methods in the old Stalinist~
Bsirutist" days and "now Jedrychowski wants to cateh up on Beirut and
Kagenovich”. Another broadcast on Jenuary 3 descrived Ignar as "a borm
coward" which may be true but ia uncalled for. Vulgar sarcasm was used in a
November 21 broadcast referring to "three cubes of bath salts" from
Mrs, Cyranld.md.cz. _ 4

(h) R.F,E, should Mavoid the use of program content and tone which.
either is caleulated to.be inflammatory or whose affects may raaaonably be.

antlcipated us potenilally J.nflannnatary". .

In RF.Be comnant on Church-Stats developments there has consiotcntly
been an exagreration of the "offensive' against the Rowsn Catholic Church,
partinoularly in connection with the Jasna GORA incident, in an Octobsr 2
broadcast i wes stoted Lhsl Jomulka said hn did not want any war with the

“Church but "he conducts that wor in full". The recent special coVerage of
the Father PIROZYNSKI trial appears designed to utLr up a.nimoeities in the
religlous rield,

There have been several references which indicate a continued influence

L of emigre circles in R.F.E. output. An attempt was meds in a January 29 I

broadcast to gain credit for the retum of historical relics for the "Executive l
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of National Unity in London" while decrying ™no interest" on the part of ]
Polish authorities, Use of emigre opinion in a November 25 broadeast

regarding the reopening of consulates stressed that these would serve the

Ngoals of destructive Commmist propsgunda" and did not attempt to balance

this with an expression of U,S, poliey favoring a limited re-estahlishment

of consulates, E ‘ ‘

oG %

The above comparisen of R,F,E. broadeasting policy toward Poland with:
selected examples of broadcasts (and many others could be cited). during the
recent: period lsads unmistakably to the conslusion that R,F.KE, continues to
avold in a large degree a constructive role in its droedcasts to Poland and

violates in a regular fashion policy guidance,

Over and above a rcpeated failure to conform to directives, which may
not be. posaible under the conditions under which R,F.E. opsrates, the question
arises whether R,F,E, has outlived ils usefulness in relation to ocur national

policies and developments which huve écoured within Poland and which have
affected mutual relations between United States and Poland, Consideration
should be given in this connection to the significantly incressed opportuni-

tles for exchanges of: persons and information which have developsd within the
- last two years. Recognition should bé made of the recently inaugurated dipe

tributed magazine, the continked Informationsl Media Guaranty program,
the succes implamentation of the Ford and Rockefeller wxthanges, and other
means for dissemination of information-about developments in the West. Even
more important has been the development of Americen-Polish economic relations
through credits sgroements,

Reagtion to R.F.ks is difficult io discuss within anall compass, Generally

‘ apeaking, R.F.3, has a large audience because it is vicariously engaged in

making treuble and is anti-Coammunist. (It may be asked whether the Polish

" popwlation requires tuition in either reapect.) Those of my diplomatic col-

‘ stances under which they ere being defended and the non-regime personalities

leagues able to listen to R.F.i. make smiling acknowledsgemsnt of disclaimers
concerning U.8, official responsibility and express mystification that we seam
to be under-cutting owr policy of encouraging more normal contacts and relations
with Poland which they consider has been so far successful, As to. Polish aducae
ted groups, quite & few persons acknowledge that R,F.E. occasionally carries
good material, such as the interviaws with General BOR almost two years age,

but feel strongly that Ref'sE. is on the air too long and pads its programs with

childish notions and meretricious items,

CopcLuslon

~ 1, R.P,E, presents the aspect of waging & vold war, in a epirit of emigre
self-justification, against conditions as they are today in Poland, It appears
to give insufficient attention to the bencficlal changes since 1956, the circum-

(same of whom returned to Poland) who are doing the best they can to inﬂuem,

| SECRET j. . [J




. Wilsoh3Center Digital Archive | Original Scan

. e e s e

e et . N, Dage... d e emef
uuCR-L;'L o Fo Noo e
T T(Clagsifeationy Loop Nau .m-ggl-.

From._ Hersew

& more liberal course, H.F.B. carrles on a personal vendstta, occasionally
excosdingly psity, against regime leaders, Albthowsr the U.S. has no reason
to be fond of Qamulka, he, together with his program, seem to be about the
best alternative that Poland can hope for at the present moment, Accordingly
there would seen to be no reason for unnecessarily infuriating him and his
associates at what is taken to be American instiﬁa’r,ion, gince Ues3, respongi-

bility is geuerally imputed to N,P,E. There is always the possibility that
.extreme provocation could drive the regime to re~instituting jaming, wholly

_ ur in part, to the detriment of the dissemination of nore objective Western
lnformation material, This is quite apart Iram the broader danger that R.F,Ee
provocatlons lend support to Party elements who question the experimemt of

. Gooperation with the West, thus laying us open to the risk of being restricted
and punished in other sechfjrs of our informstional work which seek gradual and
‘evolutionary changea in the Polish scene. .

_ 2¢ Complaints against R.F.i5. seem to be or no avail since mistakes go
on being repeated, The question arises whether sdequate supervision cen be
successfully applied aid whether a drastic re-organization would not be better
indicated.

3+ Fras world information and criticiam continue to be essential im .
Poland but the advisability of R.F,E. trying to arrogate to itself a dominant
role in the ceuse of freedom is now somewhat questionsble in view of the

access of the population to other Western news broedcasts and the influences
within Poland receiving encoursgement through increased contact with the West,
A good cose could be mada that R.F,i.-should be dispensed with in fevor of s
modified Volce of America program which made American criticism and dissatis-
fastion clear, whenever necessary, through the handling of straight news, with
occasional comment, As long, however, as the United States is identified with
ReFeBs, our policy would be better served by a less strident, more responsibls
and better balanced approach, both as to volume and content,
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Jasob D. Bean
Ambassador




