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Radio Free Kurope and Radio Liberty (formerly Radio
Liberation) were organised about a decade g0 -~ RFX inDecomber

1949 and Radio Liberty in 1952, for the purposs of bringing the truth

to the peoples of the European Satellites and the Soviet Union respectively,

Both were initiated in full accord with the Department of State, in aid 5

of American policy. They have been managed by private Beards of

Directors and in part financed by private funds. Pelicy guidance has ‘

been furnished by the State Departmen| . While the infor-

mation gathered by these organisations lacldint to their radio program- P
ming has at times been of valus to the government, they have never
bosn requested to undertake any "{ntelligence’" wark,

In the case of Radio Free Europe, the purpose was to kesp

alive in the Satellites the hope of eventual freedom and te preserve

" o= the vespect of the peoples of thess couatries for their historical

traditions as a free People in & free Europe.
[APPROVED FOR RELEASEC DATE: 08-Feb-2011 |

5 L




Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan
Cc01434014 ' }

In the case of Radio Liberty, the purpose was te give the
people of the Soviet Union a chanee to hear the facts of life and to

help along any trends that might tend to make those peaople more

conscious of the upru.stvo conditions under which they lived as

f contrasted with the conditions in free countries.

|
_f Both Radios were organised during the days of the Stalin g
|
( terror.

Over the past ten years there have been changes bhoth in the |
USSR and in the Satellites. To what extent these Radios have

contributed to these changes is impossible to estimate. They have,

however, in & sense becoms a part of the philosophy motivating the

United States and the free countries of Europe, that eventually, evea

though it takes decades, the Satellites will cphi be [ree and the Soviet

i Union will come to have a gevernment based upeun the will of the peopls.
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If these Radios should ‘now So- stopped or if:.thcir basic
purposes and objectives were vitally changed, it would be widely
Interpreted as evidence that we had now accepted as permanent
Soviet domination of the Satellites and the Kremlin's domination of
the Russian people. Furthermore & Radio opor;tlon that once is
stopped, cannot easily be resumed,

It is the major aim of the Soviet to obtain international
recognition of the psrmanence of their control over the 3atellite
countries and, at home, to control and dominate the information which
reaches their own Poople 80 as to restrain and temper any dangerous
evolution toward real freedom. The fact that the regimes in the USSR
and the Satellites {ind RFE and Radio Liberty objectionable, and at

times protest against them, is evidence of their stfectivensss; not

3 Teason to terminate them,
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The fact that the pcoplcc‘ in the Satsllites are still diy-
contented with their lot and that the people of Russia are striving
for a broader understanding of the world and the facts of life are
two of the major problsms which the Soviet has to face, As long
as this 'mati_on prevails, the Soviet is weakened in its sbility te

out
. earry jts mission of converting the world to Communism. If ever
they {elt entirely secure both in their internal situation and in the
Satellite areas, they would have a far freer hand to deal with the
zest of us.

Khrushchev today has the problem of preaching, and hance

to some extent of practicing, the relaxation of tensions, both inside

and outside the Soviet Unien. At ths same time he must maintain a

sscure hold over his own peoples and the psoples of the Satellites.
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Anything we can do to increase his difficulties in succesafully carrying
out this neat balancing act through the radio, exchange missions,
tourism, and expanding the volume of information introduced behind
the Curtain, will add to his worries,
Khrishchev has already been {orced dangerously far down
the road of relaxation for a Soviet iype of dictatorship, both at home
and in the Satellites.
We, on our side, should be continually examingng thoio
" i:;u-uuo which will keep the pressure on Khrushchev as regards
his own internal situation and with the Satellites, and at the same
time aveid actions which would tend to reverse the trend to\ur_d the
relaxation of controls on the spread of information to the pooples of
the USSR and the Satellites. We must aleo remember that Khrushchev

OF & successor for his own reasoms, and apart from any action we may
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devise, may decide that the present course is toe dangerous, reverse
the trend and revert te Stalinism.

In the light of these comsiderations operations such as RFE
and Radio Liderty should be comtinually usder sxamisation and in
particular a re-analysis of the situation should be made following uu
Summit Meeting and ths President's visit to the Soviet Uniom.

At this particular juncture, however, it would ssem unwise

to make any radical changes with respect to RFE or Radio Liberation,

There should of course be a continual study of the effectivensss of i

all programs.

Over the next year or so it might be wise to congider the
possibility of creating one uotrwmluy of the American people --
ous Voiee of Freedom, which could be targeted by radio to any

cousntry, as our overall government policy permitted, where the
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{reedom of the press and of cou;mnnlauoa had been denied by the
government in power. This would mean the merger of RFE and
Radio Libsratica and the broadeniag of its charter and possible fisld
. Aﬂ activities to include, in additien to the countries now covered,
Communist China; Eastern Germany, Northern Vistnam, stc., and
possibly te cover a situation such as that which now prevalls in Cuba,
It might be pessible to associate ia this enterprise cdnr _
{ree countries such as for example, Qreat Britain, the Western
European countries, and others.
Such a radio l)\ould have a distinctive charter from that
of the Voice of America; the B.B.C., etc., ‘se as not to duplicate

the role of sither. It should be in reality largely financed by popular

subscription, the support of foundations and the liks -~ at least largely
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by non-governmental seuzces -- although it could take over the very
large capital investment in equipment of RFE, Radio Liberty, ste.
While it would avail itself on occasion of useful defectors

and exiles from the slave countries, it weuld be predominantly the

voice of free countriss, and stafied and manned by Americans and

by those of other {ree countries which might wish to participate.

While such a radio would deal to some extent with infor-

mation as to developments in the slave countries that was denied

theiz peoplse, this would not be the predominant note, It should attack

Communism or any alisa creeds which might have set up repressive i
regimes anywhere which denied the basic freedoms of speech and of
information and Jmowledge, This might be the instrument of atiack

for {ree men everywhere against the repression of human liberties.
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‘Obviously anything of this nature would require the mest

careful study. The necessary financing should be insured te maintain

the basic private character of the enterprise., The challenge of the

new enterprise must be such as to insure the popular support esseatial

to success.




