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(__i : Chronie frlct1cn begwoen ths uunlun and lew York ol”lceg of Radio Free . |
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Pranslation of Abendzeituny arvicle Hovemier 5 1960, by r50 K. S. Hidthun
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~ Radio Free Rurope, which beams pvograms to the iast Bloc,'is.payiﬁg
a settlement of 10,000 marks to a news editor, Jokann #INT-R3TzIGLR,
dismissed without notice in October. ] :

It transpires from this settlement in the iuanich Labor Court that
- this swn is at the same tim2 "hush money" for the disnissed editor.
According to the decision, wintersteiger must, as a mstter of fact,
refrain from making reporis or divulging information to third partics.

. The reason for the dismissal of Vintersteizer without notice and
-the ensuing process in'the labor court was the recording of German
nares of places in the log book of the news desk as regards the

. territories under Folish administration since 1945. . Wintersteiger
. had the task of working on incoming English lanzusze items and sending

_them forward to the indijvidual desks. ror his log book entries--

which had only internal organizational significance and were not
intended for broadcasting——iintersteiger translated, for exsiiple,’
the Polish dzsignation Opole into the Gerran cquivalent, Oppeln,

."That is a2 disturbance of labor peace," said the representative
of the radio station before the Labor Court. The Folish nembers of
the editorial staff would be affronted by the use ef German city nanes,
such as Danzig instead of Cdansk. gL

S5 As the répresentative of the radio station declared details,
“the chairman of the court ruled against publicity on the basis that
thiz would constitute a2 trespass upon organizational secrets.

- A3 a result of the amdcable settlement, these organizational
secrets- remain preserved.  The proceedings, however, spotlighted the
*political .tensions existing between members of the staff of this
+.radio station, which has its site in punich. . People from thiriy-seven
.separate lands work at Radio Free surope. T 2ok A

© " It remains, however; a fact: the leading figures of this station
‘yegard the use of German city namss for the Polish administersd territorics
as an affront. The Labor Court official, SCHATZ, said in this respect:
"Then German membars of the editorial steff nust also be offended by the
use of Polish names." £/ - ' B D
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wast Tureps enployed 75 exs o pivan free of
geigpeuriel epertrent. Vnon ean alsctide 1lisns
roll of toilet pup*: is us=3i up, Redio Frea
B¥ver the chexvomen for ths apartzenis are free, m in tanca,
however, in wnileca thn san: Pperauisiiyd ware ever ex , sinsiz German
staff mesber of the station. Despive the hisher baT&zi 5 of the Amzricans
and otae“ Torzigners, they raceived . ccr ﬁengaLov- raises -waen -thzy lost,
several yeers ggo, their Bl :E.VLJeges and $ax~free occupation licenses for -
their automob1les. The Gernan 4eX authoritics finally concluded that here
-for- several ycers scurces.of tax revenues had gonz uniapped beczuse pcople
who hed ncver sct foot on .jsericen soil had been ¢njoying the privileges of
menbers of ﬁﬂcrlcan consuler establishmenisj i.e., 2xemption from taxation,
But here agalq the apparently inexheustibls treessury of RFL saved the day

by restoring the suis: taxed awey from so-called dollar-paid steff,
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r‘d:i.'lzo“s of the Czec“o 1ov;“ D_sk. nﬁs huup‘ eF a;tc“ tne for ”3 hisl of
.fhe Czech Desk, Julius Firt, resigned his position because of ill Pna_t". _
The man nauied as his Successor, Osvald KOSTR2A, vho likes to be azddressed .
‘with his title of "Baron," cans to Germany . in 1942-1950 oy wey of Austria. . -
when in August, in accordance with his desire,. Vledimir Gransc wes supposed

- fo be appointed as representative of the Slovalls on the Czech siaff, about

- eighfypercent of the 150 men Czech:siaff objected. These "retals" argued
.-that Granec was intclerable because he fevored the announcer Jen : aco, who
as late as 1956 is supposed to have worked for & Commuiist trade union
paper in Pressburg /transiator!s note: Pressbturz is n»atﬂerL{. ieco came
to RFE vherc he has threﬂtﬂn(.a his cou.nt]_,rt n2n m.*h dl"‘"‘ ssals and "pu::‘ges".

; ks a consequence of the reballion Dr.'qanuﬂl el;us a Slovak, cane from
NMew York to take the post assigned to Granec. Teverthe luss Granec Tecame
deputy chief of the seetiord. Berger-Eelak, thﬁ lsading Slovek editor; is -

. supposed to have been transferrzd 1o MNeow York or dismissed es.a penelty
because he made hinself 2 spokesnan for the grouvp. However, when the 1aJarltv
of the Slovak staff drafted a memorandum expressing distrust of Kostrba and

when twelve Czech editors asxpressed their solidarity with this momorendum
of their Slovak colleagues, liew York ves made still more esare of tacse events.
Nineteen editors sent & meuorandum with an identical. CuntJQU to the Yew York-
headquarters of RFE, too., After e dselaretion of 5011nav1tf with RFE they
urged that these abuses in ilunich be renedieds: The Hew York wire of the -
reSpon51ble_RFE people in Cermeny, however, was better, and aftier a loar to
and fro the editors were forced to ratract. their memorandun, The ,urop*ﬂn

‘director, Hazelhoff, was however not sabtisfied by this act. e de
from his people a declaration of lcyalty for tic Cnﬂurd"1‘°l’- -ut“ g, On

“advice of the Americen Newvdraper Guild end the [wmnich Yo ¢
editors refused to give this pledge. As a result, eighicen editon dis-~
missed vithout notice last Vednosday, They way, hovever bac! f Jjon
as early as noxt llonday because, 0'1. e urging of the Amerieca:r. U.wspeper Guild,
a two~man investizating co: ”l*t‘c from the Hvw York heado o
Thursday for.ilnich.

WSS TFTND
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Years of Abuse of German liospitality - By Lrwin Janid

It is time for the disappearance of an establisizz vnet has opereted
for ten years in ihwnich: . the stetiun, Redic 'Tcz Turoo: S From tue -
studios in the EZnglish Garden prograns ers beens? 1 o countries
behind the ‘Iron Curtain excepi Yugoslaviza and »‘c« nig. Cma
three hundred employces, of whoa €5 par canb ere Gorizn, ar
of Radio Frce Europe. The present ﬁirector is : :
of Dutch origin, Eric Eezelhoff. In recchi years
serious criticisms of this privately -supported Ameri
the part of hlLRlJ placed Gernan sources. '

Controversy 2esaches s Clinax -

The controversy in and around Redio F 2 ¢

in the last several days. The IR Z}iaﬁslaﬁ e 16 G _31:“t . 0SEX

und Entrechtete n, a’ right~wing Geraen expallee group/ announced that it would
_ demand an investigation ‘of the circumsiancss Lehind the fi: T the G-“‘rn
‘news editor, Johann VINTSRSTZIGER. Wintersteiger, 32

of the works ¢ouncil for ten years was fired without alops
_that he.was disturbing the peace of the esteblishmeni.  This German editow

could not, for the last six months, roconcile wilrk his consc cicnce the uss

of only tqﬂ Polish rieses of the Cermen cities behiné tqﬁ uiholy Cder-lieisse

Iine. "I would, indecd, have .to consider myself es 2 traitor ageinst Geruany

if I did not use the German nanes," Winte*scsl“:- g in £~;~.£ ns h¢~

changing of Polish city names into Germs

nanes only in manuscripts thet were not n;fac: 7 oz

for the information of the staff. The legel “=“*=se:t‘

Furope alleged in & hearing v2fore the Labor Court on

ggainat - his dismissal without notice, thet the feelings of the

of the editorial staff were injured by intsrsteissrls ections.

of the. labor court thereupon declared, "Then the Gerzen menbders of the ’ﬂlt0“1“1

staff nust also have had their feelings hurt by U lisn Ras o-" - The

. - Germans understand, of course, that in o“ohdcaa,s Polend xemeg 1d e Oppe ’

* and Danzig have to be changed .tc Opole ciid Gedansk.

foreigers enjoying the hospltallt" of the Gernar

show any regerd for German ssnsitivitiess For tc::

eastern. German . provinces seens to o2 a8 vuch of

the governments of the Bast Bloc . The exposurc

Court proccedings vias naturally enlaaresiing {

Europe. Therefore, thay sousht to
- possible conclusion., There resulis:

Wintersteiger “*~1Sﬂ4 to V‘lhiﬂi;

I 10,C0C. ~.

'The Wintersteiier.cass is not ihe
‘deinons trated that Radio krea Bwrops nd
end other forcimers by two sepax
~different. Ordinery Amcvicar'sa-ﬂf
salnrics es their Gorpan collea
earn four fines es puch, - In &
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SUBRJECT: Pack grounu on Czechoslovek Desk
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. Aide F"301re

On Tunaday, 22 Hovember, 17 mambers of thn editorial staff of the .
Czechoslovak Desk werc terminated for cause. The immediate occasion of
these dismissals was the trensuittal to the Office of the Dircctor. on

17 Hovenber of & so-called Joint Menorandni, signed by 19 menbers of - the
. Czechoslovak editorial staff., This petition, clearly aimed at removing
Mr. Kostrba fron his position as Czecroslovak Desk Chief, wes insulting.
.and glanderous in character, and was decucd to constitube grounds for:
: imuediate dlSUlSSPl for cause: of all who hha algnﬂj it. It ves learned,
_however, that quastlonﬁbTe means - tnrcats of reprisals coupled with
pronisas of future ben=fits ~ had been-employed. by the authors of the Joint
lenoraniun ‘in collecting sigha fures amonz steff members. Manazeucnt , there-
- fore, decided to opeh an avemue by-which those who had. been misled 1nto the
movement by its rinzlcadsrs could retaln ta-ir joos Wltn R¥FS enu thus
'-protﬂct thelr 11ve11h00d._' : : i iR
" The means of avoiding'termination were outlined to the signatories in
. a letter from the European Director, which was delivered on 21 lovember.

The ringleaders meanwhile == bcn-stl;;‘ a.nd' openly advised that this
time they had gons too fer and that they could finally now expect a decisive
reaction from the llanageaent -~ on Sunda;r, 20 HNovenmber, had dispatched to the
FEuropean Dirvector a telegranm mlthdraw1ﬂ3 t-# genorandun. This telezram was

"delivered at mid-morning on 21 Novenber., £ simple withdrawal of the Joint
Hemorandum, however, was not Suiflﬂlcnt +to remove the vicious attacks on

- the Desx Chief and on the fery3conccpu of crdey and authority in the organi-
zation. ' ;

Hurriedly, on the morning of 22 Iovembex, “the leaders of the movement
”l_parsuaded each -of the editors who hai si' 1ad tne Joint lLiemorandunm to send
to the Zuropean Dircctor identical end hizhly equivocating letters which,
on the one hand, purported again to r*ﬂ:i te the memorandum but, on the
other, defended and condonzd their every + cction, and was clearly con-
trivad to defend and justify once more their authorship and their delivery
- of the earlier Jolnt ilenorandus. '

Sit
ia
T
c

fax:)
ir

_ ciknoviledge the wti hority of thair
Desk Cnlef or to vutract the reckless slanders they had lodged egninst hinm.
liost Cbrb?lﬂly it did nothing to ruiw_v( 5t SLMJJ of chﬂoc’c uu,-o by the
leaders of this group from the mouen Kostrra
received his appointmcnt. Guite the ¢ Lice Lostxqu VS uaruly coil~
firied in office when two of the pr11 1nc1t&rs confronts? hinm with a
joint, categorical demand that one of trhewm e moned Associats Dol Chiefl,
s yideh it was presc bed, vias pejeoads
Necruitin




V\[.ilio;ln.___Cen er Digital Archive

L X2

On 21 liovenhor,

ugzly business would nov

it gave tha fzetious elor

those who hed tzen i

opportunity to reconsider

in the futvre o adnhers o

gtaff menkers of this or any oin

“patch of its worx.

if the concateeiion of
""" dontent of the Joint lLzworandw: hed 2

. dealing with 2 speeial situation noqus

activitirs raovi

group of enployess involved hed not sz
: £ecoruin 8

Cordinery rules of professicnal
dep_crt.'1c;1t. : gy

i o any c¢s=, it wes protec
bJ'Ian ssuent have be en.vﬁrlc:e

1cmormndu1 2s & HCuHF”S A
pledge", a "typical Co cav

In viaw of
perticulers of tﬂ
with’all four

H’tﬁe'futurc-pra;a

. "In_the left ‘ool
Joint Iizmorendun, ~BDeside
all of tne &ssuranceg. =-
accepted as constituting e

; Hpmornudu.'s ﬂnrtewt evﬂ'

C JG S 001
JOINT E.I:-._..C,-{.-.z:".')

The JO:L."I Jemorandun Suzgests
“Bmat the curpent leadershin-of the
“Czechoslovak Dosk is & "*o‘ﬂ‘w*"nlcw
bcd“' It statés that- L. Zostrba has
created a "“psychological “afaosphoprat

An. fopen coa»:aulculonF to Mdcocresyy

“folerance and hunenity oo and adés
fl&tly the "only person rgsno“sﬂ~1n
for this stete of affeirs is, in our
~opiniony lire. Kostrba.. Tt gtatos: thek
“during. iv. Kostrbals femirey thong ey
" poen Man unhealthy afnosphere in the,
. Capchoslovak
- and, 1h’ovﬂ1“r flnurlsh“, ﬁ

goi

inetion s‘”lv-‘"
Tae nessd for this deslex

Deslz, thatl "de ru~cwp**ons'

.
at theve is

Original Scan

o uinols
ennn tiae,
i R
Taat,
:lves willing
4 wpected of
“or an orderly dis-
rily heve erisen -

"
n

ation would
briefly 9..001."*

.
-Li
£

4 the tone and

A ol
ot eouvinced lenagenznd thal it vies
ine g gnecisl re

8o 1-;_.u Ly and if thc‘f

sersclves apert el exaapt frou the

elenentery rules of parsonal

“grmscted’ that ths c'ssu:an

- those wvho =otivated t.*.
velty eath', & "sclf-abnezat

o pake zviiledle erytein
- gome 1600 words ), 2long
souznt xe SSJ"RC“" s to

vt columm ére the sesvrancep =-
and uh‘ch'ﬁa:“"emggt would he
tory vommeiation of the Joink
ptable s1h"°s ion to d‘gb con=-

Io ).

3
~
(&
oy
i -

"_nb 3 Uz ;ﬁ478 EOVELE 2]

. Tn réspons ué the statements
-to tae left, R_A's uanagenent
ﬁaskui for to minirun assurences

that those O Lauz then "do
. aclmoulzdpe ny superiors ..

-do have lthe : to-issue or
‘and, of courss, the right Lo cxps
' thege orders aro carried cuil.

s.of the statenont =2
d to acs::_ thsir willingne

; the futire to "submit o th
T auly coustltuﬁpﬁ,nvg pvonnrl“
“ieised authority Zev.sted in
- Desh: Chief sedt '

' % "an.atv




Wllson Center Digital Archlve Original Scan

C01441C R —
‘l""' CONPIDEITTAT

Recruiting of supportrvﬂ by the ringleaders begen nee. t"‘lr
clcar aim to -achisve by coup dletat whet they nai
personal pressures. - Mecovanda, somz of then persanal in nature and soue
political -- all of then offensively conbrivad —- hegen 3 Overnicht
a group of editors hecsi2 Jargely alltlcl.ds end DOV Oe: atewrs, serving
o*alJ g¢ cond'wz.l‘ s journalists and suployces of RPZ. 'lori schedules in’
the Desk becauc a mockery. Political pretensions (the: "Czocnosloval national.
intorest" ) and fectional strugglcs. (tne ¥(Czech~Slovak relationshiph) were
introduced as ‘a caver for intrigus played nu_alJ in the interests of personal
anbition and B””rdﬂdlZujeﬂt.- During all off this,; the weiting end delivery
of redio scripts, which, after all, was the reason for their employment,
becene erratices Deadlines wexe nissed, and sceripts thet were subnitted
could be broadcast only after burd:ansows and finc-consuning oditing and
. revision by the Jesk anef and. trnsuei assistants. At least ons editor
refused, until ordered in’ viri tinz ettend the Desk Chiefls staff meetings
“at which he consults on editori ial r t&rs of the cay. (This. same editor
-wias %o complain leter in writing that the Desk Chief Ffailed to consult hinm. )
leanvhile, signatures of mew and ever . nover memorande werc.collecied, :
countless neetings vers held, ths 04,110 paseaa-~weys of the buildiny, and
- even the latrines, were conver gd-into foruns of azitation; instructed and
mwninstructed deleptions End d“SBg"S were dispaichnad ia.2ll -directions
until.at the last count and to ilenajomentts kmowladge alons a record of
1ins n3+1u*e“s, menorania end uliirazta had seen the 1i-at of day.. Fewspapzrs
were clandestinely supplizd with distorted Mimside" stories on the situntion
at the very} n moment participants were bemoaning the risks of bvad pahlicity
"resultlnw from ianagerent actions". Lw s
“on the part of limanazcuent aimed at restoring a Szmblaﬁc» of Oﬂd i "1thln
the Desk was interpreted as-abject surrender to dressures, and fer from
satisfying the rindlnadﬁ4s,feee:ad only - -to vhet their eppetits: for boldex
actions and more outr9vaous‘dezands. ‘Word vwent out that llanazement was
on the run, and ringleaders weres stating boldly both in and out of Rim
that "it is eitiher Hazelnoff ang n@atrﬂi, or elis2" ("r lC‘ is zlso ths
conclusion stated in the astonishing Rude Pravo report i 14 fToventer).
Responsible eleuents tnroughout the -organization, including the chiefs of
‘other Desks, bzcane so concarned-as'to express alers not only for the fate
of the Czecho-Slovexz opsration but of the entire Radis Free Durops complex.
Infornation vhich was presuned to te imowm only --,.bnagen‘nu, Cvnﬂhow}owﬂk

Desk officials; onu nerters of the rebellious grou

resine presg. . is p*O”OCauL?3f5‘”1l“”l % ul
" and even words ar 13 T kg PR forenher (to

say nothing of . 2 i

article, wkich

senesis wiihin Bife -

the norale, the vork

incalculabla, but vay

niracle that Ralio Freo Lw

subvarsion, to continua its Tt

ation.

editors, was uerelyr tho arrozaut Clij“F'
of pressurc, and i cacdad in enovilg
drive for pover generaisld by this saell
beprond tha ot 12 Lok £




Dlgltal Archlve

"an opprr.-ssiw end su.i‘* oceting a.trlosghev'e"
that lir. Kostrba'!s “personal acts and
behavior" contribute to “nervous fensions
and vncertainty", that there ere’ "pf“sonaT
insinuations and slendersg.e.e'e It stat_rs
that Mr. Kostrtals “atiitude towerd. those
working under’ h."L'1 is gederally that of a°

- commender who is very full of his own
importance +e.". It stetes that a "radio

COITFID MTIAL

- station" is not the place “where one person :

~only has the right to issue orders" which -
.the rﬂst of tno JPS“ "‘lﬁt bllndly obcy“

The sirmers 0?'the ‘Joint Hamoranduj

(211 of them editors) stete thet :

.. lirs Kostrba Worsnts recognition only in
relation to- the attitude taken %o him _
personally by an individual. It is not-
vithout significaﬁve,“ they state, “that.

" emong those 'who enjoy his confidence and - .

| ‘.wno - arc conoultﬁq by kinm conCHrninr the.

future of the Desk =- in persannel matters 7;

‘or’ problﬂms of” p“owramzln" - thﬂrc ig o
today not one of those who had in the past

borne the major burden of editorial work: ¢.."

"It scems almost a matter of principle to '~
lir. Kostrba to confuse loyalty to our radio
stetion and its eims with loyalty to his
ovm person.™ . ' :

Point Thrwe

The signers of the 401nt ;emorandum
described "the worl of R¥®l!s Czechosleval:
Desk to be a metter of psrscnal convietion'

and add that the viork and the “qualities ond
. q

‘abilitics" of RFE employzes 'camot bo re-
gulated through eny forzal contract or

company regulations, nox can they be measurcd

in terus of mon=hours expendzd or prograns
deliveved. Thib is the nanner ﬁn which we
'rﬂﬁard owr wovk o

CONFIDBNTTAL

' :.moulfy thesz stelenents and
‘" to' dispel their implica ations

'f asked to state thet they '
Macknowledge thet the ]eader~
ship of the Desk’is W1t‘1n

~4%a enﬁs best ou;llfled and -

& responslbﬂlltlrv "

Original Scan

L e
anl.,

CIn‘an opﬁoriﬁ1ii& to

those who nade trem were

its rights in scaking ﬂoupaQI'
from vhoncvexr etiong the aiarf

trusted to g1»n essistance in
corrying out its exacting

. In.view of the formulationn
in;the'co?unn'to the lefv tihe
signers were: askad to unclwro
that "I do recosnize that the
work of the Czechoslovak Desk
of Radio Free purope, as of
2ll Desis,; cen ©¢2 and is
governcd by approprinte cone
tracts and by Ccipany regulo-
tions, ani thuet g muiker of
hours worked fs wzll es the
guality and queciily of my work
are indeod lagitinate factors
in judging 1 :

?'\1 .. .y ‘.b.‘i (_,
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Point Fouxr

The 51"111:"“" of the Joint lTr norendun
accuge lir. Kostrba of operating the
Czechoslovak Desik "as a sort of g
donain of & man who sets as his
criteria his perscnal authority
enforcenent of abjeet obedienc: U
* overbearing methods" and add. that
"iir, Kostrba has during the first three
months of his tenure dehonstrated-zn
‘utter lack of the besic prurcqulultcs
for leadership eeq"  They express "in
nogt serious doubts“_,nuther "it is
possible for the Czechoslovak. Desk,

(4

. in this atnosphere and under tha pres nt_;;

leadership, to fulfill its afssion!
“gonclude by asldng lanegement “urge

for an appaopr;a*n, effective and ebrl
.golution” of the “difficulty --= wnich
" we hope is only shorit-lived ..."
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