Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

June 7, 1962

Warsaw Embassy Appraisal of Current Broadcasting
to Poland by Radio Free Europe

Citation:

"Warsaw Embassy Appraisal of Current Broadcasting to Poland by Radio Free Europe",
June 7, 1962, Wilson Center Digital Archive, Obtained and contributed to CWIHP by A.
Ross Johnson. Referenced Ch4 n35 in his book Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty, CIA
mandatory declassification review document number C01441042.
https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/115053

Summary:

In Dispatch No. 466, the Warsaw Embassy views RFE as “doing an effective job” in
broadcasting to Poland

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Blavatnik Family Foundation
Original Language:
English

Contents:

Original Scan


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Original Span
TN. s\gh/eétrﬂehr@fgﬁal Archive "~ T ““‘""‘-"‘-“W~~“~f -. Y, , e

4 ()A ",17(71\ S‘.::VICJ' UE:SP“‘\'I‘CI

4
[ 4
; "F. " ! B e . "\ i
|
e : -
: TGO ©OMNE DERARTMRNT o STATE, WASHINGTON, -
- oy R TGAn ., .
REfF : G 05035, Tareh 2, L8552

e ——————

3o ntuony cmuwcn 301, Februamm 19, 1953 %, 4
;‘—T AiA TN 4 H -

/2
S
X
fuasy A at Droal

T. LA Coterusye:
| RS ARt N
The My 258y ts conaidared opinion ig ;oo
w-n.ctvvg, Job an imyortint ang coin ive evalv. .

v
i tien conty a9t S sharnly with that of 4} C2C ye2rs agzo ang reflects subsequent
lO’iJ.flt.FJ.ulO"lo in RVR broadecastg as vwell ag in the Poligh gituation,

20
IMvstantinga the “nbassy's genaral oo
PIOZLa3e There a 2150 hove bzen oces
value i vhich, br»vamr' rere of o2cee:

"' hure beey cited fop 1lla;umt'"e;
|
|
|

E.c..f:;leo of AFH effeoct tivensss ove mrercoy

e

Diainlo iy

A ”)"Jllblb"ll point heps ig !
vartial outsider 2ad the burd
C..J.'blClu"X“' Judgmentg and sugg:

| The Imbaggy IOLJ.EI b3 interaste "‘3 attornty

A,J“ou-un Corponent of itg vopler inare the covers

ctivities abrood, and 4o mlJ_/ “13 inoginats vn’v pr«w ent f y¥s)

catlo 18 of U ,5.P ol“'a econonic .T"’latl\.u.n. Ve lc*o Teal L
huo in increaseq HYp ationtion to the ints 21lectnal nd ¢

Lemmanism ang to the DJ“'.LU Rlar i '25%8 of Polish youuh

AN

a0

m SORART T prany

Ly
S Sres ——— e g

The evaluations in thi

on the iy b»lsf"’e ru"'ul
ith nnrucaJ
._T)O.l L3 arn

..Ld “ . cv“s to P0la

Enr—vm‘al

--:'.".«-d"‘”‘ ‘V_L., vt fO‘" CTII‘I sthae e

v“_(\.l» \w]v/- --"‘;Tﬁler 0}\:-«-\« —3‘1( 3 Te
0 theirp rvru.‘cao.“.,m a8 and to &

el "../)‘\
v2Ch

1 SQ”"’“’ TInow e
7Y i

i Y- RROUE

CIA HAS NO OBJECTION TO. ’

qnnl I \fDECLASSIFICATION AND/OR [ ;/

or Ur\p.uln« it l

AESION O T

)

RELEASE OF THIS DOCUMENT ]

o MARCH 2009 3 ]
GRS \M




Original Scan
. . pagc_._;.‘_ —_of

WilsoH €arter'Digital Archive ;EJJJ;‘ e —
. ' Desp. iv0 775 _ 455
S F(om,iﬁ_‘.}:’i?

separniisly,  (Seq also enelosures, ang Embassy deapatch 220, lovemdor 16, 1961, 7
for 550t observations on auditility,) '

| The IZnbassy believes that RFZ will have an important role es long as censor.

| shin anq distortion of inforzation continus to be dracticed in various formg

| ¥ithin Polong 4o the detriment of the U.,5, Rrg offers to the Polish population

; timely, eccurate ang detaileq Jresentatiens op viegtern policies ang events vhich

1 &re 1ot readily available internally. On all but g feu sensitive issyeg it exhibits

| & re25onaple objectivity, and it implicitly conveys a estermn sense of plurality

f and fres C<Pression. Vithin the linits of itg sources and TeROVe, RPE informs fhe

J Polish people of developments within Polang which the regime hag irmored or obscured,

| and t9 seize extent it stimulates the regime to be more forthcoming vith inforaation
and exnlanations, Vith itg large audience, RVE hag an imvortant liniting effect

| on the reginets near-nononoly of information media, Ag such, the broadcasting o

| RFE ig highly velueq Ly the Embasgy, -

B
-

i Embassy evaluation of current RFE broadcasts ig nuch more Positive than three
years agso, ‘e attribute thisg change to modifications in the style ang content of
the broadcests as well as to developments on the Polisn scene. The latter congi-
| derations, most Tecently reviereq and projected in 4-432, Januaxy'll,;are well
i knowm to the Departiment, RFE, for its paxrt, appears to have substantially reduced
; the uge of elphasis by tXaggeration ang distortion, of vituperation ang vindictive~
ness, of infl&ﬁﬁtory Trevorting, ete., complaineg of in the reference despatch;
| Accordingly, current Rrz broadcasting is less Propagandistic ang tendentious ona
more accurate, topical ang objective thay in the past. Tt also is legs titiTating
and mors responsible, 1In Sum; RFE eppears to have sattled dowm to a more balarceq

role in terms of the pertinent end adnittedly restrictive policy guidance ror
broadcasts to Polang, ' : - < e

3
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One dramatic exaonle of an RFE coatxribution to liniting the gine's near
monopoly of information wag the extensive reporting of the Tresumption of Soviet
atonic testing at a time when Polish media Ware perforce silent, The contrast wag
devastating, and Polish medig personnel: viritheq before their inability to acknow-~
ledre o rajor event known to all Polang through western radio broadecasts, lore
recently, there have been Several useful broadcasts explaining the reasong for the
Subsequent U,S., resumntion of atomic tests, (e.g., on twin morality in Other Side
of the Coin, 2828, April 26). RFE has reported extensively ang effectively on the

tplex story of fennent within the Comvami st blog following the XXII CESU Corgoess
(e.g., Svecial Program 1451, iay 5), kent the record straight on Parlip (8ege; Iross
Revier 1669, MTil 18) ong disarmament, hishlighted oppressive conditions in Zngh
Germany, and disclosed the nature of the VIIT Youth Festival (e.gr, Special Prosran
1453, lay 14), EFD also revealad tha insidious irvlications of the law on public

»
»

assenbly (e.g., Pact; and Views 645, April 4), recalled the Wipopular origing of

Polish Communigm (e.g., Other Side of the Coin 2819, Aoril 6) and helped maintsiy
the zezory of Non-Cozzrnist traditions (@ege, Facts and Views €69, Iy 3). Hotavle
Werz the RFE use of confidential pamphlets on de-Stalinization published Ly the
Itelien ang French Commmnist rartics (e.g‘, Calling the Comauni st Party 551, iay 14),

Lf?d the frequent focusing on the failures of dogmatic asricultural practices __J

£
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thocughong the bJOC»egainst the bacleroung of "the relative successes of Pracmatic

Palizh

cultural relationships;

ractices (e.s., Westarn Faraing 262, Anpil 1, end Through the yi1ya.
pril 4)e Thepe ver: rood RIR contributiong to the mainten

2 543

© ™~

ance of Polish~Vestars
including 8averal stirwlating reviews of American litera~
ture ang theater (e.g., Vindow to the Yest, April 1, Fac

ts and Vievws 663, April 26,
and Anericen People nnd Ideas 58, oy 11).. These severs

1 examples Tepresent byt

&

a stall fraction of Rrg brcadcasting in April ang May, angd they are cited only
111ustratively and to substantiate the Embassyts &eneral satisfaction with the graat

Rajority of RFR prosrans,

Iv,

IS OF sk

RTCONTIGS
el

It ia ratently impossible for a radio station operating in the circumstences of
RFZ %o edify and entertaip 8 £real audience at lorg distance without ralking core
‘misteles ang inviting some criticisn, Thne Imbasgy considers, kovever, that tha

nusber gngd significance of EFR mistekes have been so rmaryk
that our continuirg Tesponsibility for critical evaluatio
€asily sng effectively by informal direct discussion with

AAn mieh as was most recently done during
VELZLIR Official-Infomg] letter of Febiuary 1),

edly reduced in recent years
N can be discharsed most

the responsible officials
a vigit in January (ses SHERER T0
For illustrative burposes, angd

looking only at broadeaztg during the most recent months, we offer the following

corents,

We feel that RFE does not elways select the best targets for versonal

Criticism, that it sometimes Passes unbalanced Judsments op inappropriately suggests
ections concerning complex internal matters; and that it occasionally failg to

develcp topies adequately, logically oy unemotionelly,

The Embassy camnot asrge

"that most listeners consider RFE asg people who have 'grom! into the homeland even

though we live abreed" (Veek in Poland 102, Apri1 1)e Nom
feel and in fact be to the Poligh situation, it carnet comp
being a partial outsider and the burden of all that implies

of criticism, Judgments ang suggestions,

HY

atter how"close—RFErmqyw
letely avoiq the onus of

as regerds the offering

Vho in the hierarchy should be criticized; when and in what manner? In general,
the RFE formula appears to be satisfactozy, €¢Sey the recent handlirg of COMUTK 4,

——

the Commmnigt Party 5417, Lpril. 9, wag well advisad,

‘However, it ig Questionabls if the ad hoqgggg comnentary about STARE/ICZ in Calli
"Dignitaries of Starewiczts

type'" are about the best Polang can hope for at thig tine, ang Certainiy there ig

no lack of considersbly mowe objectionable and vulnerable Da rty functionarics. A
sicilay observation misht be applied to RFRIg recent pointed attocks on KISTALT IS e

intentions and influence.,

There ig admittedly roon for differences of Opinien here,

end the commentaries in Facts and Views 650, April 10, and Veek in Poland 102,

A1l 1, were gererally cood, Parenthetically, the veatings
acuinisters to PIASECKT ang PAX seem fWlly justitiog and

<+ }

Opportunities for strong criticisp against carefully gel
Sicde of the Coin 2825, April 17),

vhich RFR regulexly

are illustrative of the
ected tavgets (eus,, Other

-

In “lo Curtain $0all Divide Us 1016, spria 27, concerning the "Marig

KON0pIciman ship fire trial, the mein point wag that the ¢

not have beaen acquitted, hile this might be‘accurate,

— spoRer

enior defendants sh
we doubt if 20y outeid
¢en or should point the finger eo prendnently in such a case,

Lgfrccive no advantege in RFE calling for the Vlood of thogme fortunate enoven to ]
I

Furﬁhermore, Ve
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aizmably RER listcners, See themgelv 5 regularly forced bty the gysten .
COYNEXS 2t the yigh of s6lety and serdtation. The subject wos tetter hendled in
& subscquent factual dresentation pointing un thy problem without Bassing Juismont
on the %ndividuals concerned (Io Curtain Shell Tivide Ug 1020, “ay 11), Factz ana
| Views 652, lords 25, after an edifyings precentation on the pending redrraniza

'esczpc, Particularly when great nmunbers of technical intellign”'sia, rany pree J
<+
“

1t30m
of the legal profescion, Sulzested that the Polish Bar showlé. defend iteelf arainst
the changes, This Seened gratuitous end inapprcpriate, coming from an cutsider in
the frec West vrith nothing to offer the beleagurcg Polisn lavyer ezcept the
adnmonition "Defend Jyourself', .

+

aete and Views, Loy 1, concludeqg & goed progran by correctly ident’fyiug
adequate housing o5 the Polishiworkers grcatest wigh, However, thig scenmed too
genexelly known to Viarrant particularp mention without addirg at lezet zome incisive
explanation of the causes and possible remedies for the lack of adequate housing,
£oter a pooq comtientary on the "frecdon discussion"™ in Week in Polana 105, Zpril 29,
tdan SChpp ¥as said to be vithout influsnce among Polizh intellectuals,’ Concur-
rently it ywag noted that Polish Scciologigts hag helped to open an important window
to the USSR ot 2 recent mectine in Moscow, There was no Rention, hdwcvor, that
Scheff organized and leq the Poligh delegation to liogcow,  Vhile ve 0old no porti.
clar bricf for Schaff, Wie would exvect Polish intellectualg in RF3te audience to
Question the objectivity of Tumning down Schaff on the cne hang and withholding
deserveq credit on the other, Finally ang more iﬁportantly, there was the

RS

exotionel] Ainaccurate conclusion to g receat, ang otherwise od Tregram sivingy
) 307pb-.>

the womantg view on the Tesumotion of U.s. atoric testing, This program &y itc
final forecast that Polish women would "have to protest againsi the Amaricon murdor
of children"; wmdercut RFR Credibility, Polish women have not asg Yet had to make
&Y. such protest, g ' —

V. SDGG;-,STIQ{.:g FOR FURTHER LPROVELENT
RFE broadeasts reflect a mixture of points of viey and matericls nning from

internal irmigration to emigre oppogition but including an important ang verhans
increasing Ewropean comoonent, Ve consider this latter develonment very worthwhile
for its omn salce and to help offget the narrcwer image of RFE a3 g U.S.-financed
and directed, Polish emigre—operated, anti-Commmi gt radic service speaking fron
the Gemran Federal Republic, Good»techniques to thig eng vere the news roundups

RFE correspordents from several Buropean capitals (ees., Kaleidoscope 109,
4pril 7) ang qQuotations from g wide range of outstanding Vestem commentators

€e&e from ARON in Press Reviey 1666, April 9). Zurope with its diversity, vitality

and free consensus offers g wide renge- of topies with interest ang 2apeal for a
Polish audience provided it cen also be shown that Poland is not Fibacs aovud being
willfully excluded from Burope by the Buropeans, e would therefore suggest that
RFE consider g series of thoughtful discussions on the Common Market and European
political integraticn in the light of Polish fearsg of groving econozic, political
and cultural isolation, 4 beginning in this fisld wag noted in Economics 375,
larch 23, :

4 rajor limitation on RFR effectiveness ig the stationtg aoparent inability
to discuss satisfactorily certain dulicyte controversigl topics of RAIOr populer
L§§ vell as regime intereat in Polang, @v8e Tocognition of the Ocer-Neizse line,
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zone in Central Eurcpe, Lonetheless, ]

it useful and could be increased (O.S.j the

lengthy French statenent in Facts ang Views 652, Anril 125 the iten on Vest German

refvgee ettitudes in Spacial Program 1432
G2 relations in Press Revigy 1685, Lzy 11).
w2t fron oceasional lack of timely on-the-spot details,

vaich could be ugeq more extensively ars

and commentarics by recent visitors to Poland,

7 April 16, end the corantary on U,S .-
R¥E also widerstandably suffers Some-
Comensating technigues
intensive coverage of Polish events ahroad
The latter technique, which wag

wEwl well employed seversl months ago in the interview with Congraasman ZABLOCKT,

of course requires Cooperaztion from the visitors,

Coverage of Polish events ig

easinr but can be mishendled a8y, for example, the Polish poster art exhibit in

~Mandch (Window to the Test 489, April 10),

In this casey the poster exhibit wag

uzed privavily ag an excuse Tor a contrived criticism of the Polish economic systen,
Parenthetically, praising the Polish exhibit egainst the foil of "monotonous, ..
unimacinntive.g.decided by business...monstrous",Wéstern,poster art did not enhance

the tone of thet PYogTEm,

v

The Enbassy believes there is a need for full and imaginative Presentation to

=~}

the Polish people of the facts ang implications of U.S. economic assistance to
Poland since 1957‘(Embassy A-519 larch 15 ang despatch 363, March 23). The treat-
ment of this subject in Facts ana Views 659, April 20, was good, but it did not

gpocify the extremely favorable long-term and interest-free conditions,

Also, such

Progrems should explain in Rneaningful and readily understandable terms the signifi-
cance of PL-460 sales to Poland, as well az of the several other exceotional

aspects of U.S5.-Poligh econeric relationshing,

Other topics which DFg might hit

harder end more imaginatively are the short and long run fallacies in the Comrmuni st
vave~of-the future prognostications (e.g. Special Program 1420, April 7)y and the
versonally insulting irpwlications of censorship, surveillance and passport policy,
the drab boredom of Communist—supported culture, and the childishness of conspira.-
torial Party Secrecy. It is the ridiculous aspects that need to be stressed hexre,

vith huror and-irony,

This avproach would be particularly inportant in helping

to establish some rapvort with Polish outh, to whom RFE does not seenm to have nmuch
PY y ’

to offer,

Perhaps a regular, late night modern Jazz and avant garde clascical

music program with brief Spot news & la BEC and an occasional imzginative comnentary

would be worth considaring as an attraction to university-age youth,

RFE is avare, it cennot afford only and
and still hope to maintain listener Tapp
to disassociate themselves from everythi
Ve would recommend a more libteral use of

For the Ambassador;

Finally, a s

always to criticize everything in Polang
ort, since only a relatively few Poles nenage
ng that transpires in Poland,
positive commentary if only to make the
negative observations all the more telling.
commentery on the "anarchy diccussion" in Przeslad Kulturalny, where the IFE e
pointed out the "serious and interesting"

Accordingiy,

An example of this was the recent RVE

a1
Laxr
el

character of scme of the articles publishes,

i
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