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Habsna, Noviembre 25 de 1962,
WA RO DE LA PLANIFICACION®

Cdte. #idel Castro Ruz,

i} Primer Gecretario ueneral de lss ORI,
Ciudad,

Comoarerc Figdel:

A continuscidn le informo sobre 1sa conversscidn sostenida
con el compafiero Mikoyin en ocasidn 3de hacerme, en la noche de
ayer, uns vislta en mi casa. Ests visita me fue ahunclads por
el emoaj-dor de la URSS en Cuba compafiero 4Llere 2lev, ya que sel

gin me informb, Mikoydn tenfe deseos de sz ludsrme en unidén de
'mil familia,

Fensé se tratcoa de una visits de purs cortesia, desido a
que nor Tl presencls en lz URSS como emos j-dor de Cubs le co-
noc{ y ros encontrames lnnumersoles veces y Annde ademas hice-
‘busre amistad con’su h1jo Serglo, Perd Fikoydn Sronto pssd s -
nablarme de lz nosicidn de 1z DRSS ressecte 4 lz Aecisidn tomx
3z «obre el oroblema cubsno,

Yo comencé a2 nzvlar sobre su vieje 3 53ntlago y su resreso
Ae hac{s 2penas una hnora, vero inmediztsmente sa lto 21 tems en

cuestidn,

Flzo vrimero uns larga exposicidn aue 21 terminsrla  le
indiqué va conocer, Tor los mnformes de los compsreros de. lSe-
cretarisic v por en nabfs conocido nuest)

puntos de vista

Inmedistamente se desarrolld un diflogo, cuys esencia y lo
exbues*o por mikoyan Drimeramante le 1nforno @ continuscidn:

POSICION DE LA UR3S CCKN RESPECTC & CUBA.- "La numsnidsd habiw
sido llbrada de una guerrs catmtrdfics y Cube de su total 1i-
quidacidn, Hay que enteder que vpara Cuba 13 situzcidn ha me-
Jorado. Los cohetes cumpdieron su cometido, Bensemos en seis
meses atrds, entonces Cuba no tenfs cohetes y habfa el pelli-
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- -

gro de una inminente:tnvasfédn. La cuestidn era parar a los agre-
sores, y eso se ha logrado con el compromiso de Kennedy de no in-
vzdir 2 Cuba. Hay que creer en este compromiso. Ademds, en las
proximas elecclones €1 serd reelecto sin dudas y tendrd que mante-
ner esa? palabra, Por eso considersmos que Cuba no tendra proble-
mas en unos cinco o sels- afios!

"Si Cuba es agredida en otra forma, se debe entender que 1la
UBSS ripostard en otros puntos del mundo en que los americanos es-
tdn muy interesados, y cuyos puntos estidn mis préximos 2 la URSS.
Cuba estd lelos de la URSS y ceros de los Estados Unidos. Pero e-
$0s otros puntos importsntes del mundo estén cewca Jde la URSS y le-

Jos de Estzdos Unidos. Digemos Laos, Berlint!

"En Rerlin estdn en uns ratonera, los tenemos en un pufio. So-
lo con 21lzuns artillerf{a y unos cuantos tanques los aplastamos, Si
no tener los cohetes en Cuba dejs de ser una ventaja, (Esta respues
ta 2 una preguntas mfa no quedd muy clara, a pes:r de mi insistencia
#n ella. No se si nor culpa del tr-dustor o z ique Mikoyén preferf{s
que quedara as{.) debe contarse lo gue se hs avanzado en cuvnto 2
las garant{ss de no invadir a Cuba por parte de Estados Unidos, y
que la URSS no neceslita de bases cerca de Estados Unidos, pues su
fuerzs coheteril es tan podeross y »reclsa que desde el-propio.te-
rritorio de la URSS puede golpear al enemigo en.cualquler lugar del

‘mundo. - ‘Recuérdese queé Krfushov d1Jo que la exactitud de .nuestra téc
nlcanos rermitfa hacer blanco exacto a un opunto: situado én el cos-
mos., Ahora blen, cuél era la situacidn de esa ventz3s militar so-
bre los Estados Unidos?. Nuestfas bmses de cohetes en Cuba, habfan
sldo descublertas por Estzdos Unidos y lzs conocisn perfectamente.
Esta situscidn les cermit{s destruirlss sntes de gue pudieran usar-
se: Por tanto no hzofa tal ventaja."

Y si1 no se hubliesen descublerto esas bases, considere ud. que
habri{a esa ventaja?

“» © :."Si no se hubiesen descublerto, es.como sl no.existieran. La si-

- tuacion hublers side distirta pues no se hubiera’prodﬁéidovla'crisis;”,

~ 1Al hablar sobre este punto se puede .llegar a 1la conclusidn, de que

“:Mikoyan tratabs de indicar que la URSS traslsdé e instald cohetes en

“.Cuba no pensando en su uso, sino como unz maniobra polftica, Y que pro-
cedleron & su instslacidn en una forms que permitiese s los E.U. descu-

brirlos.

"El momento de liquidar al imperislismo no ha llegado. La suerte
del ilmperislismo y del socialismo no estd en una guerra. Esto va en contrs
de nuestros principlos, de todos en los que se fundamenta la lucha del
PCUS, La coexistencis pacifica es la 1f{nea a segulr para el desarrollo de
la humanidad hacia el socialismo Yy la derrota del lmperizlismos Las idess
del comunlismo no se sostienen sobre bayonetas, El comunismo no e impone
a~cafionazos ni con bombas nucleares, Y nuestra garantla- o seguridad de
- que- la guerra se puede evitar, de que al imperialismo se' le puede detener,
estd en la fortaleza militar de la URSS. Claro estd que si nosotros no

‘tuviéramos ese poderfo militar, entonces la situacidn serfa distinta y
+81 havrfa guerra .n ' '
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Letter from Cuban President Osvaldo Dorticos to Fidel Castro re Conversation with
Anastas Mikoyan, 25 November 1962

Havana, 25 November 1962
YEAR OF PLANNING

Commander Fidel Castro Ruz, First Secretary General of the ORI [Integrated
Revolutionary Organization], [Havana] City.

Comrade Fidel:

Here | will inform you about the conversation with comrade Mikoyan last night when
he paid a visit to my house. This visit was announced to me by the USSR's
ambassador to Cuba, comrade [Alexander] Alexeiev [Alexeyev], who told me that
Mikoyan wished to greet me in the presence of my family.

I thought this was a visit for pure reasons of courtesy, because by way of my
presence in the USSR as the Cuban ambassador, | met him and we got together
countless times, and | befriended his son Sergei, but Mikoyan quickly began to talk
about the USSR's position with respect to the decision taken on the Cuban problem.

| began to talk about his trip to Santiago [de Cuba] and his return that was barely an
hour later, but he immediately jumped to the topic of discussion.

First, he made a long statement, and upon finishing, | indicated to him that | already
knew, through reports of the comrades in the Secretariat and by those which he too
had learned our points of view. [several lines excised]

Immediately a dialogue developed, the essence of which - and what Mikoyan
primarily expressed - are the following:

Position of the USSR with respect to Cuba: "Humanity has been freed from a
catastrophic war, and Cuba from its complete liquidation. It must be understood that
the situation has improved for Cuba. The missiles accomplished their task. We
thought about six months beforehand; then Cuba had no missiles and there was the
danger of an immediate invasion. The problem was stopping the aggressors, and this
has been accomplished in Kennedy's promise not to invade Cuba. We must believe
this promise. Besides, in the next election, he will doubtlessly be reelected and will
need to keep his word. So we think Cuba will not have problems for the next five or
six years."

"If Cuba is assaulted in another way, it must be understood that the USSR will
retaliate in other parts of the world in which the Americans are very interested, and
other points closer to the USSR. Cuba is far from the USSR and close to the USA. But
those other important parts of the world are close to the USSR and far from the
United States, say, Laos or Berlin."

"In Berlin they are in a mousetrap; we have them in a fist. With just some artillery and
a few tanks, we will crush them. If not having the missiles in Cuba ceases to be an
advantage, (this answer to one of my questions remained unclear, despite my
insistence on it. | don't know if the translator is at fault or if Mikoyan preferred leaving
it this way.) we must tally what has been achieved regarding the guarantees not to
invade Cuba from the United States. And the USSR does not need bases near the
United States, as its missile forces are powerful and precise enough to strike the



enemy in any place in the world from within the USSR's own territory. Recall that
Khrushchev said that the precision of our technology permits us to hit a bull's-eye on
a point situated out in the cosmos. However, what was the situation of that military
advantage over the United States? Our missile bases in Cuba, having been
discovered by the USA and become perfectly known to them. This situation allowed
them to destroy the missile bases before they could be used. Therefore, there was
not such an advantage."

And if they had not discovered those bases, do you think that advantage would exist?

"If they had not been discovered, it would be as if they did not exist. The situation
would have been different as it would not have produced the crisis. Talking about this
point, one can reach the conclusion that Mikoyan tried to indicate that the USSR
transferred and installed missiles in Cuba thinking not of using them, but rather as a
political maneuver. And that they proceeded to install them in a way that allowed the
US to discover them."

"The moment of liquidating imperialism has not come. The fate of imperialism and
socialism is not tied up in a war. This goes against our principles, against all those on
which the Communist Party of the Soviet Union bases its fight. Peaceful coexistence
is the path to follow for the development of humanity toward socialism and the defeat
of imperialism. The ideas of communism are not carried on bayonets. Communism is
not imposed by cannon fire or nuclear bombs. Our guarantee or assurance that war
can be avoided, that imperialism can be stopped, is in our military strength. It is clear
that if we did not have that military power, the situation would be different and we
would have war instead."



