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Summary:

Pinto describes a meeting with Roa in which Roa repeats a message from Fidel Castro's
proclamation that the evacuation of the American base Guantanamo should be directed
at not only the United States, but also the Soviet Union, to show both that Cuba is not a
toy of the great powers and should be heard in the coming negotiations.
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS  
  
TELEGRAM  
RECEIVED  
12897  
  
FROM THE EMBASSY IN HAVANA  
ON/28/29/X/62  
  
SECRET—EXTREMELY URGENT  
DAC/DAS/DAM/DOr/DEA/DNU/600.(24h)  
961.  
Question of Cuba. Proclamation of Fidel Castro. Cuban demands.  
  
354 – SUNDAY – 1845hs – I have just conversed with the Minister of External Relations
[Raul Roa] and told him, in my strictly personal opinion, that I found excessive, at this
moment, the demands formulated by Fidel Castro in his proclamation today, such as
the evacuation of the American base at Gua[n]tanamo, etc. The minister of external
relations told me, [textualmente] verbatim, that the proclamation was directed not
only to the United States but also to the USSR, to show to both, that Cuba is not a toy
in the hands of the great powers and should be heard in the coming negotiations; he
also told me that, [textualmente] [verbatim?], that these demands would be, repeat,
would be, an object of negotiations. He referred at length to the important and
sympathetic role of Brazil in the present crisis. He informed me that the low-level
American flights over Cuba have ceased since yesterday.   
  
LUIZ LEIVAS BASTIAN PINTO


