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The birthday of Kim Jong Il is celebrated in a more modest way than in previous years.
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On February 16th, the [celebration] of the birthday of Kim Jong Il (Kim Il Sung’s son)
was more modest than in the previous years. On this day, the embassies could not
hold such programs in which Koreans would have been involved. Both the opening of
the Hungarian electro-technical exhibition and the Army Day press release of the
Soviet embassy had to be held a day ahead of schedule. In contrast with the over one
hundred wreaths that had been laid in front of the tombstone of [Kim Jong II’s]
mother last year, now there were only five, of which none was Kim Il Sung’s. It did not
occur [like in the previous year,] that a crowd of several thousand persons would
march to the memorial sites. Cuban students told us that there was no teaching on
16th. The students attended a seminar titled “Let’s follow Kim Jong Il,” which lasted
the whole day. Similar programs were held at the workplaces as well.
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