Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

December 10, 1948

Central Intelligence Agency Memorandum for the
President on the Situation in Berlin

Citation:
"Central Intelligence Agency Memorandum for the President on the Situation in Berlin",

December 10, 1948, Wilson Center Digital Archive, CWIHP archives.
https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/116188

Summary:

CIA Memorandum for President Truman on US position on Soviet actions in Berlin.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Leon Levy Foundation
Original Language:
English

Contents:

Original Scan


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Sean

Py ~ o
y . . v
e r-‘:‘&-\l‘.‘. ;]

WASHINGTON 23, D, C.

76 ' CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 4’-’
) - \ \{Si ‘ ) -

w:méuwm ’ /\" / G
© the HISTORICAL m'mu : N ' '

_ 10 Decemter 1948

HEC2ATTUH 702 THS PEZSIDEET

The rescent action ¢f the USS2 4nr recosniziag an
ecst 2erlin govaranment s representative-of the shift vhich .
hes teken place in the Lvexlin's eatizate concerring its
cepadilities 1 the Zerlin éispute, Origliaclly, it sppeared
thet the Soviet Ulocksle of 3erlin was designed prizarily to .
sain westerx pover cacessions regarding vestera Gerneny
end seconderily to force‘tke US, ' the UX, and Zrence to evactate
Serlia. - The refusal of the westsra powers to regotisle under
céurass has apparexntly cozvizced the Xremlin that its chance
of gaizing tke prizary objective is remots, Soviet stratesy
is now concentrating upon the secndary objective, vith o viey
"t forcing the Vest elther to svacuate tite city or to negoiiate
oa ferns which i cmeke the westera position ian 2orlin izes-
Zfective and evea 2y tntezadle, - moEt

Stringeat blockede (- -In pursuli of this oujective, the USSR .
) e L frtv Aow 1=p0se & more stringent blockade
of tie western sectors of 2erlin.. %he USSR can.cite tke recent
Pillegal® electinzs {n the vesteran seciors, or the possivle
iatroduction of the western zesl cs the sole legel curreacy
in the wéstera sectors, as g3 excuse to throv a cordoa cround
tae westerr erew wund 'thus ezforce a blockmde much more effeciive
than the nresent one,! The auscessful sealing=-02f of thse
‘:astera sectors of the city, cozbined vith the establishmeat
°-f the east Zexlin .aa"r_emeat. 1ould seriovely damage both
Z;?B_::ﬁ;!..eal 2ad thae .._\.ncc:'.onic 20sition of the westera powers
Polisical effects IS the polistical realm, the effect of ihis
. 2o20le eotisa would e to: (1) destro
8ll sretease tant Jerlin' is o unified eity, thsrglz,)- n:..‘d:gytm
85" 88 on o7erell Zerliz effalrs 21l but immozeidle o
lezeat; (2) hazper she aiztmistration of 2erlin's western
:as._.a:x oy cutting of .the ojeration of Public utilisties and ..
::;:‘.e?: 93 & eity—dde Vasls; (2) dlspirit pro-western ele-
2e =% iz Zoll the east.an? vect sectors; (L) ciminish Zerlints
:.caz.szlnz;- 23 a politlcel sanciuary Zor aati-Communist Ser- |
o m-a:;nio.iet de:::';ero: end (3) reducs the cepa®livhes of |
3P WeEleih poeers Zod smpaariiay eati-Compmiat faesions Jn - ;’
[
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tie Soviet lope.
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Zeononic ﬁft-zc‘.:s- | The econonic effects of tnis &ction wouwld
C oo 'be to (1) avastisally reduce commerce

veteen the east and vess secsors, which nou permits She .

3loczaded Berliners to maiutedn o nialoun Busizess activity,

through the prodable stoppage. of publle utilities 20w supplied
frox the Soviet seéctor 6f the city; (3) cut off thoussrds of
2erliners wlio live in ane sector and veri: 4a the other from

Sree coverient to ard fron theds vorks and (&) foree the western - -
povers to meks the western merk 2ractically the sole currency

Zor ‘their sectors ¢f 2e1in n order to suert the trade for-
2erly condusted in eestera marls end to overcome the currency
shortugze, ‘. L

Soviet Dosition| The Anteasification of ike Soviet blockeds
s © -} .0f 2erlin, comdinad vith the establishment
of the Soviet sector goverznent, will considersbly bolster the
- . Teerzaining vosition of the U:SR, In Fesponse ta future UN
} ' reconnendations, iths- U3SR Bar*-lasis$, 23 o condition to Turther
: 2egotiations, either tizy mp action is apniiceble anly to the = .-
) wester seciors of Berlis o that the Soviet-controlled resine o
\ of -sestern 3erlin st 3o recogalzed es the sole legel sovern-
neat for tae city.: iore 1iely 0. seen an eppealing solution
to sks nsutroal nations {2 the Ui, hovever, vonld te a cledn -
. 37 the USS2 tkat the Soviet-domizated inistration of eastern
V. 28514n nust b no::;d. 4a%0 eny Serlin goverzrzent, Acceptaunce
- 107 thig cluin :ou1d! ernit the USSR to regain en indirect con-
| trol over Ly vositipng in the ‘westera city government, lesding
to 2 protedle future| assumstion of complete adninistrative )

{ Ddousr. Such control tld snadle the USSR Wtiaetely to reslize
\ its odjectives in the' 2erlia ctaoute,
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