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SUBJECT: AMERICAN WOMAN'S ACCOUNT OF NOVEMBER 17
DEMONSTRATION AND THE DEATH OF A CZECH
STUDENT

|. CONFIDENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. SUMMARY. AN AMERICAN WOMAN RESIDENT IN PRAGUE
TRAPPED! "N THE WORST OF THE
POLICE CHARGES DUKING I'HE NOVEMBER 17 STUDENT
DEMONSTRATIONS HAS GIVEN US AN ACCOUNT OF HER
EXPERIENCE AND WHAT SHE KNOWS OF STORIES OF THE
DEATH OF A STUDENT FROM POLICE BEATINGS. END
SUMMARY. '
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. ) SHE DESCRIBED HOW ON THE NIGHT
OF NOVEMBER 17THE POLICE SURROUNDED THE
DEMONSTRATORS. REFUSING TO ALLOW ANY TO LEAVE.
AND THEN BEGAN TO BEAT THOSE TRAPPED METHODICALLY
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WITH NIGHTSTICKS. SHE|_

ONLY PROTECTED BY A GROUP OF S TUDENTS WHO FORMED
A TIGHT KNOT AROUND HER TO SHIELDY_ i
POLICE BLOWS. WHEN A POLICEMAN REALIZED THERE
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WAS A CHILD IN THE GROVJF. HE CLOLDEL‘l j
BUT ALLOWED HER TO LEAVE WITHOUT RUNNING A
GAUNTLET THE POLICE HAD SET UP TO BEAT
DEMONSTRATORS AS THEY EXITED FROM THE SCENE.

4, C: \FlRST INFORMED US OVER THE
WEEKEND OF HER EXPERIENCES. SHE REPORTED THAT
ONE YOUNG STUDENT HAD DIED IN HOSPITAL FROM HIS
INJURIES AFTER THE DEMONSTRATION. SHE DID NOT
HAVE A NAME AT THAT TIME. HER SOURCE WAS A
FRIEND WHO HAD SPENT THE NIGHT AT THE SAME
HOSPITAL WAITING FOR WORD ABOUT A GIRL WHO HAD
SUSTAINED SERIOUS KIDNEY INJURIES. IT WAS THIS

GIRL WHO HAD GIVEN WORD TO A DISSIDENT SPOKESMAN

'%T’ )![l HAT HER BOYFRIEND. A
"STUDENT AT CHARLES UNIVERSITY'S MATHEMATICS

FACULTY NAMED MARTIN SMID. HAD DIED.

s ;&t'ro THE EMBASSY ON MONDAY.
NOVEMBEK 20. CONFUSED BY OFFICIAL GOC REPORTS
THAT SMID WAS ALIVE. TWO STUDENTS

BY THAT NAME HAD. IN FACT. BEEN TRACKED DOWN
BY THE POLICE AND APPEARED ON TELEVISION HERE
SUNDAY EVENING. ONE OF THESE ADMITTED TO
HAVING BEEN AT THE NOVEMBER 17 DEMONSTRATION;
THOUGH HE APPEARED TO BE DRUGGED AND TO HAVE’
SUSTAINED. FROM WHAT COULD BE SEEN FROM THE
FUZZY BLACK AND WHITE TELEVISION PRINT. SOME
INJURIES. HE WAS EVIDENTLY ALIVE.
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61 —_EMBOFFS FIAD CONFIRMED

FOR THEMSELVES. THAT THE MOTHER OF THE SECOND

MARTIN SMID WAS NOW CLAIMING HE WAS NOT DEAD.
"JWHAT EMBASSY OFFICERS HAD

ALSU LEARNED THAT THE DISSIDENT SPOKESMAN. PETR

UHL. WHO WAS THE SOURCE FOR WESTERN MEDIA

REPORTS WAS REPORTEDLY BACKING AWAY FROM THE

STORY. BUT UHL. THE GIRL WHO CLAIMED HER

BOYFRIEND HAD DIED.__ ~§anD

DAVID DUSEK. CZECH STUDEN I WORKING WITH CNN

NEWS AND WHO HAD REPORTEDLY INTERVIEWED THE

GIRL. ARE ALL NOW UNDER DETENTION AS PART OF

AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE NEWS STORY (SEPTEL).
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7. THERUMORy ~IPERSISTS OF A

Original Scan



Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan




Wilson Center Digital Archive

s

Ed

e 1

STUDENT'S LEATH TF NOT MARTIN SMID. THESE

CONTINUE DESPITE OFFICIAL DENIALS AND PARTICULARLY
IN LIGHT OF REPORTS THAT HOSPITALS HAVE BEEN TOLD
NOT TO COMMENT ON INJURIES OF ANY PERSONS ADMITTED
FROM THE NOVEMBER 17 DEMONSTRATION
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