Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

October 6, 1977

Telegram from H.M.S. Reid to UK Embassy in
Pretoria with Instructions for Meeting with South
African Secretary for Foreign Affairs Brand Fourie

Citation:

"Telegram from H.M.S. Reid to UK Embassy in Pretoria with Instructions for Meeting with
South African Secretary for Foreign Affairs Brand Fourie", October 6, 1977, Wilson
Center Digital Archive, UK National Archives, FCO45-2131. Obtained and contributed by
Anna-Mart van Wyk. https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/116641

Summary:

H.M.S. Reid sends instructions to the UK Embassy in Pretoria in preparation for a
meeting with South African Secretary for Foreign Affairs Brand Fourie. Reid informs them
that the Prime Minister wishes to send his concerns about the possibility of South Africa
exploding a nuclear device.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Carnegie Corporation of New York (CCNY)
Original Language:
English

Contents:

Original Scan


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

OUTWARD v“nﬁ.:l__.c Classification
TELEGRAM mm_wwuﬁ,lll
TMIEDT Ay
—— T UTATE o
BESKEY o o o
FOR
B EMMS. DEPT. PR s S
USE Ehepiitie CITME i siapuiceivieils
PREAMBLE
[TEme GF OF(EiN)....cicivianisnsvsismmimsansenssenaatssanmssss Z(GM.T.) (Restrictive Prefix) ..
SECRE {Caveat/ ¢
{Security Class.) i DEERRE S e et Privacy Marking) .......cusvarssonne
(Codeword).............. FLIERKRY Jiciic it saimstvstvmnt ot s IR P tsbiistansmssas s
Tel. No.., ..ottt oL
(precedence)
AND TO (precedence/post)................ iy

B T ET TP T T PIPRIU R

T P

REPEATED TO (for info) .....cccovuines

waraee

O P Y

SAVING TO (for info) ....ccorresnns

Distribution:- [TEXT]
Departmental
CSAD Sir D Scott's letter to Reid of 6 Octobers
o SOUTH AFRICAN TEST EXPLOSIONS :
ESSD 1. Please call on Fourie and say that Sir D Scott i
PUSD reported his informal conversation with him on 3 October
% which has been studied with much interest here and has
oW ﬂ@ﬂ. been submitted to the Prime lMinister.
G Sp) i i is Minister and
m ey 2. You should ask Fourie to inform his Mini
© % Mr Vorster that the Prime Minister remains anxious to
pigsto- . :
2%._0 U@ﬁ.ﬁm <x keep in touch in a constructive spirit with the South
o%. ﬁﬂw. Africans on nuclear matters. You should refer in this
ine R ice !
% oo connection to the Prime Minister's message to Mr Vorster
5 w i i h 's message in August, and
2 following President Brezhnev
= /say that
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y érthax we st111 hope that the South Africans

PWill quickly seek ©
'\agreement for Valindaba.

considers that the early conclusion 0O

o enter into a safeguards
The Prime Minister

f such a

afeguards agreement would be the best way for
the South Africans to get themselves back into

substantive international exchanges in nuclear

matters.
Going back to Fourie's conversation with the

3.
was concerned to hear that the South Africans
might carry out one or more non-nuclear test
explosions next month (November) at the Kalahari
site. The Prime Minister does not wish to seem
to be interfering in matters which are properly

for decision by the South African Government.

But he has been following closely the difficult

Original Sca

Ambassador you should say that the Prime Minister

international political situation and is convinced

%hat if these explosions take place any assurance

-y the South Africans that they are non-nuclear

%111 be dismissed, or even genuinely disbelieved,

—=Il

=
_World at large and domestically could be far-

I~ A :
smeaching and serious.

—N

=
d that the consequences not in Africa but in the




