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Summary:
UK Ambassador to South Africa Sir David Scott conveys the text of a letter he sent to

South African Defense Minister P. W. Botha about UK concern that South Africa is
developing a nuclear weapon.
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SEVE BEZN INFORMED BY MY AMER|CAN COLLEAGUE OF THE EXCHANGES
| S0 ¥ITH YOU CONCERNING RECENT PUBLIC ALLEGATIONS THAT THE
HTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR PROGRAMME IS NOT DEVOTED EX CLUSIVELY

CEFUL PURPOSES,

Y SZCRETARY OF STATE ATTACHES SO MUCH IMPORTANCE TO THIS

TER THAT HE :wSTRUCTED ME TO RETURN TO SOUTH AFRICA AHEAD

Y SCHEDULE IN ORDER TO RAISE IT W|TH YOU. DR OWEN

O POINT OUT URGENTLY THAT IN THE VIEW OF HER

REMENT THE CONSEQUENCES WOULD BE DISA STROUS TO THE

.,

-

NCES OF ACHIEYVING F”'%EFUL SCLUTIONS FOR THE PROBLEMS OF
ERN A iCA [F SOUTH AFRIGA WERE TO PRODUCE, AND STILL MORE
BEST, A NUCLEAR DEVICE. IT WOULD BE HaRD TO IMAGIHE AN 1SSUE

B S21vER 1MPLICATONS, SECURITY COUNCIL ACTION GOULD WELL
!:~ MEDIATELY, WITH ALL THAT wouLD ENTATL,

PSS S2UTISH GOVERNMENT ACCORDINGLY URGE THE SOUTH AFRICAN
B ecyT TO

' GIVE IMMEDIATE AND CONMVINCING PROOF THAT THEY
. A¥S, IM CRDER TO ALLAY d1DESPREAD AND GENUINE
ATIONAL A%XIETY. 1¥ THIS CONMECTIOH THEY WISH TO HEDEAT

NT 1AL " JTHE R
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