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c cexperapéy HauroHanbHOI'O pyxoBOoACTBA OPOQ
MyHuCTpOM NpOoMMUNEHHOCTW JpHecTo I'EBAPA CEPHA

25 (GeBpadsa 1963 roxa

Secenossa cerolun ¢ I'eBapa HA NPHEME B HIOCOJIBCTBC 1O CJyyal
45-03% rozZosmuin CoBETCKOM apuuu.

PeBapa crasai, 4YTOo OH IPMWEJ B NOCOABCTBO, HECHMOTPSE HA TO HUTC
cMy NDMIIJIOCH TIOKMHYTH 38CeNaHNe B Xycenigane, uYTOCH BHDA3HNTHE CHBOD
ANYHYD NMPU3HATENBHOCTH 34 peyd Mapmalia (ajuHosCcuoro ¥ nodiIarond—
pKTH COBETCKOE DYKOBOACTBO 34 ZAGHCTBUA, KOTOP:HE CNOCOCCTIOBANN
BOCCTAMOBIAESHUY NPEIHIX CEPAEUNHX OTHOWEHN! MCRIYy HaMl.

lives B BUAY, 470 I'eBapa HAXOZUJCs HECKONBXO Helels sie ['asa—

L3N €T0, NO3HAKOMMICH M Gl C Nocednymy nucsMas H.C. Xpy-
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! PPBBDa CHa3al, 4YTO OH NNOYUTAJI BCH =7 7Homrig a3 Sdai-.

TV 0 UOBGTCL-RYIMECHIL vOnT s

MHEHND PGBBDH, nuchryMa H.C,Xpymeza gBIADTCH rpxuepoa wyﬂpucry 4
XJIaTIOKPOBUA B OTHOMEHUAX C APYRECKVMM CTpaHAME, 'Meuopanayu e,
3aABui 'eBapa, L DPACCMATDUBAEH KAX AOCAJHOE YACTHOE SBICHZAR, 2Rh-—
apanNoe WM HeolbexTunHON mmdopmanueit, nmam pasupaxenynsu. UZHaxo,
IOCKOIBKXY NOCHC MeMopauAyua COuAW nNoiyueHi mich#a H.C.Xpymésa, 1o-—
T0DMe OTNHYARTCA.NO YYRCTBAM U TOHY OT dTOPOC JOKYMSHTA, TO O He
IIQHEC HAM TpaB#H, HC 3a74eil HAmMX HAUOBAABMUX YYBCTB. HAC T0/ABKO
yAMBIIO, UYTO OH CHJ HANPABICH B MOMEUT, KOPAA B HEM H¢ 010 Vo
HEO0XOLMMOCT U, )

darcu ['eBapa cxasai, uTo ides noesixu n CCCP B Oporiomeriim:
HoCa {pymEBNM CDOK 33Eria dUZAENA KacTpo. CH PACCUMTHBACT cHAUANA
o7#0XYTs C HoCoXpyrieBrit ¥ AeloMUKOHHOM, & LOTOM UOUDHCYTCTROBATH
10 1ePBOHAliCKoN TenOoHCTDAUMM B coBerckoil croxmie. Ud Zame CHpaul-
Jaﬁ Ha HOjégénem 3aceXaini 13UhOH&HBUOPO pyrozozcrna 0PC, Cusawy
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A7 B coBeTcKoil NMpaxTiKe BHCTYIUICHMH € TpuOyilli MAR30JCH it LOIO0
1Y NPOCHUTH COBETCKMX ToBapuilef paspeuyTh BHCTyIMTL BO BDCMA X8~
MOICTPAIHH, '

Ha moff mompoc, He COOUPACTCH NIl OH NOeX4Th BMCCTE C QUAECH
5 Cosercruil Cons, l'esapa ormyrTuiacs, CKa3aB, YTO 3TO BPAN In OyAcT
110JC3110, NOCKOJNBKY €ro CUHTanT "Iamunu yrénrou” u "zamupoii.

OPBETHN HA JTO, 4TO, HACKONBKO A 3HAD, ACTO OCCTOMT KAK DPA3
Ha0JOpOT, UTO y HAC ero HEHAT MMEHHO 3d YeCTHOCTH U OTKPOBEHHOCTE
33 TBEDICCTH B 3aUUTe CBOMX yOe¥memmit, ecny oui Aaze uiorza Ouna-
0T OmMOOUHHMM, 33 MYEECTBO YMETH NpH3HaABATH CBOM ONHOKM. 387UPHC-—
TOCTH Re HE DACCHATDEBAETCH ¥ 1AC KAK NODPOK.

Paccxasala I'esapa 0 MO8M HegaBHeM pazrosope ¢ P.acTpo, B KO-
TOPOX Hocaeliud, rosops 0 4eCTHOCTH I'eBapm, 3asBui, 4TO CTONT
Tonsx0 ['esape oO0HApYy:ITh B OAMH NIpekpaciwil aeHxk, UYTO OF IOMyCTHIN
xaxnoii-ro Hewuecctiwit 1OCTYNOK B OTHOmEHAN DPOBOIDUNK, OH celc MycTHT
nynn B 710C.

R orser T'epapa UCKpPEeHHE pacCMesscs, & JOTOY CKasal, UTo INocy

100 CCCP B PECHYRARED IYRA .5
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[Stamp]: Declassified

from the diary
of A. |. Alekseyev

Secret Copy No 2
5 April 1963
No 122

RECORD OF A CONVERSATION

with the Secretary of the National Leadership of ORO, Minister of Industry Ernesto
GUEVARA SERNA

25 February 1963

| talked today with Guevara at a reception in the Embassy on the occasion of the 45th
Anniversary of the Soviet Army.

Guevara said that he came to the Embassy in spite of the fact that he had to leave a
meeting in Juseplan in order to express his personal gratitude for the speech of
Marshal Malinovskiy and thank the Soviet leadership for the actions which have
contributed to the restoration of the previously warm relations between us.

Keeping in mind that Guevara was outside Havana for several weeks, | asked him
whether he was familiar with the latest letters of N. S. Khrushcheuv.

Guevara replied that he had read all these letters as well as a memorandum about
Soviet-Cuban trade negotiations. In Guevara’s opinion, the letters of N. S. Khrushchev
are an example of wisdom and composure in relations with friendly countries. The
memorandum, Guevara stated, we consider as a unfortunate private occurrence
[dosadnoye chastnoye yavleniye] provoked either by biased information or irritation.
However, inasmuch as after the memorandum letters of N. S. Khrushchev were
received which differed in their feelings and tone from this document then it did not
give us a shock, and did not offend our national feelings. We were only surprised that
it was sent at a moment when there was already no need.

Then Guevara said that the idea of a trip to the USSR at the time proposed by N. S.
Khrushchev excited Fidel Castro. He intends to vacation at first with N. S. Khrushchev
and A. I. Mikoyan and then attend the May Day demonstration in the Soviet capital.
He even asked at the last meeting of the National Leadership of the ORO whether it
was Soviet practice to speak from the tribune of the [Lenin] Mausoleum and whether
he could ask the Soviet comrades for permission to speak during the demonstration.

In reply to my question as to whether he intends to go with Fidel Castro to the Soviet
Union, Guevara joked, saying that it would hardly be useful inasmuch as they
consider him an “ugly duckling” and a “roughneck.”

| replied that, insofar as | know, the matter is just the opposite, that he is genuinely
valued for his honesty and openness, and his firmness in the defense of his
convictions, and even if they are sometimes mistaken, for courage in recognizing his
own mistakes. Pugnacity is not seen among us as a vice.

Guevara talked about my recent discussion with R. Castro in which the latter, talking



about Guevara’s honesty, said that all it would take is for Guevara to notice one fine
day that he had committed some dishonorable act in regard to the revolution he
would put a bullet in his own forehead.

In reply Guevara genuinely burst out laughing and then said that the state
[Translator’s note: The Russian text ends here, a few lines above the signature.]

The Ambassador of the USSR to the Republic of Cuba
[signature]
A. ALEKSEYEV
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