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27 aBrycTa I9G3 ro~a 

BcTpCTl!JICR c :~puecTo renapa n tmHI!C'!'~pcTBe npoM!:ruurem:oc-rn ~r 

m.1c:r c rmu 6ece.n.y. n xo.n;c IWTopon oum! 3aTpoEyT!::l cnc;zr.y!DL':\l!C :Bonpoc 

I. reBapa no;l(emmcR HeKOTOpbil.m coo6paReHJlRMl1 o nponcxo;l(HmeM 

ccU'-IaC n IcyChmcrwr.i pJKOBOJ(CTBe mnpmco~.i oc5cyFJJ;emn1 -nonpoco-n srcoxoM~­

qcc:t-coro pa3Bt.rrl1R cTpanH. On cKa3aJI~ 'ITO nocne.zr.m1e :BI:WTyn;remur ~!tl­

.n;eJIH KacTpo, rmcaJO~:.n-recH npoc5new:i.no:zr:oeMa ce.rr::ocRoX03rn'1cT-nemwro 

npowi3:Bo;ncTna, nMeJOT c5o.1Thmoe 3::ra-qe:nre, ozr.nBJco ~o • ne 03Ha'l:f21!1.r, trT o 

B 06~et1 Opi18HTa.IUU! SKOH01UN8CKOrO pa3B~ITHR Ky6bi !1pO:t130illJIO H:al\Oe-1' 

}~31.!8H8~H18, 'tiTO Kyoa J(eJiaeT cel1-qac peLIHTCJThHU~ KpeH B CTOpOHY CCJffi­

C:tWrO X03ffi.1CT:Ba. KychmcKoe PYKOBO.I(CTBO, 11 B qaCTHOCTll CaM cJ>n.n.e.:r:o -

KacTpo, yr;.e .nanno cTaBI!T 3Ma-qy pea'f!OT'O yRe<nrtiemnr cc.iii>CIWX03H-U;: 

cTnennoro npmmnoJJ;CTBa, oco6emro. npm:3:so.ncT-na caxapnoro TpocTHH-

Ka I\8.K OCHOBII .IJ.aJThHet!mero p8.3B\1T.V.R 3KOIIOM1HOl CTpai!II. JJ.eJIO B TOM, 

l!TO paH:OI!I8 3Tl1 yCT8.HOBKl1 TIOBHCaJrH B B03.I\JX8, a CetitJ:aC no HMH npo­

B0.1i.l-1TCR KOHKp8THaR ueneycTp8LlJI8Hli:lH paJOTa, OT IWTOpO~I H!l 0:-?.M.Il.O.GYJ 

60JiblllHX pe3yJ'ThT8.TOBo 

CeJThCK08 X03n:rcTBO, npo:zronr.mn 1I8.Jiee renan.a, TOp!J03HT pa3Bll­

T!rle HameH npatiHillJ10HHOCTW ZI8eT l18 no na :JiOT'·1 I~ C'{p::Oih_. b0JT:OJJ8 BC8I"O 

'Yf3-3a HeXBaTK11 ChlpMI CTpa;l(aeT caxap:-IaR npOMHr!JJI8HHOCT:O, HMCIDin8.f! 

pemBJOtnee snatreHMe ;IJ;Jlfl o<5LilUX noi-casaT8.1c~\ npo:rumnemroro npoH3Bo.n;crr­

na ·B CTpaHe. Ta;(, 3a nepB!::!e CC!J:b MCC 5ll\8B TeKymero ro.n.a CTOUMOCT:O 

j na:r.onoti TipO.IJYI<UlH1 TIO ~.umncTepGT3Y npOJ;l.JllJJlC!iEOCTH B ~8!WiJ C OCTa:B­

Jirit::T ncero 97~:~, o·r cTom.wcTH !3a:IOBO!\ npo;zr.yi.:u~m 38. anaJ10rntJ:Hu:l ne­

plw;n; npom:1oro ro;n;B., T.e. HueeT MecTo cHnr.tenne n 3%. O;niiaEo, ecm: 

HCIC'l!Dl!Wl':b np0l!3BOJJ;CTBO caxapa, 3aBJJCl1Q88 TIO':!Tll U8JIJ.TIWM OT C8.:J:b­

C!WrO X03~~CTB8., 1'0 I10JTy'1aeTCfi npllpOCT B 6%. PememiC npo6.TieMLI OT· 
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2. 

ll!Cilll.i0 padOTbl npO:.tbl!llJieHHOCTYl. TeM HG Menec IIOBbllllCIIIIOe BHm.ia!Ufe K BO­

npOCa.M C8JII,CKOX03ffi!CTB8HHOrO rrpOU3BO](CTBa He ,nomrno npKBeCTII IC Ta­

lCOUJ TIOJIOiiteH:Hil 9 npH KOTOpOM OKalteTCH B sa6BeH~m IDI;zJ:yC'rp11aJU13aUI1H 

CTpaiill, 1'1 B TOM tH'iCJIC npo6JieMa o6ecneTieiBHI R'y6bl C06CTB8HHUM MCTaJI· 

JIOM. 

Ha MOtl BOIIpOC 0 TOM, KaK /KC TOr,na ilOH:kH.!aTI) C:IOBa (X>U](CJIH i{acT-­

~WBamm ro:no::sunmhi 1'lHCTl1TyTa riA:npopecypco::s, "~no ceJThCKOr· 

{ X03HtiCTB0 6y;n;eT OCHOBOri -pa3Bl1Tl1H Ky6HHCKOI-i 3KOHOMl'llCH Ha 6.rrmmHrrure 

~eCHTHJieT:He 11nn .zma a gTo CBKOHO!.m'!eCIWH TOlmM a~JIJMI, no~JI:yt1,-
' --- ---.__;___ 

Bilro;ZUiee BJIOJ!CMTI> ](CH::OrH He B CTpOUTe~O MCTflliliYpr~P!eCK~-

()ll1!aTa9. a B OpOCUTCJThirue padO'l'I:l, pa3B!tiTHA Xm1HH H U:aumHOCTpOelUHI 

,1J;JlR HY~ C8.1ThCKOrO X03H}1CTl3a, re::sapa OTEC-TF.JI, 'ITO BOIIpOC 0 TOM, 

CTpOHT:O .l1JI¥I He CTpOHT:O MCTan.rryprWI8CKI1J IWM6FrHaT e!I4e ](aJieKO He pe­

liieH. EcT:o Heuano apryu:eHTOB ::s nom>sy ero cTpm·iTeJThCTna. 

RcTaTH, IIO](<IepKHYJI re::sapa, MJ-1 IIQ!{a eme He IIOJiy't!HJIH :V.3 Co::seT­

CKOro COJ03a TCXIU-HW-3KOHQM}Ill8CI:Ulli ](01\.Jiazt K npoewry KOM6miaTa, xo­

Tfi CpOH: era npe,n;CTaBJieiUIR, a.ErycT, npa.RTU'ICCICH HC!ei\, 1! II03TOL\f' 

r..ru ne RMeeM nc:x:o.nnon 6a3hl ](JIH KOHKpeTnoro o6cyNJ;emm SToro ::sonpo- • 

ca. 

B mmennmx yc ;10J.H1Ir.A, cynecTBYIOi.:L11X n 1mpe, npo.I(omcan oH, .mo-

6aH CTpana, HC l'lMeiDma.H C06CTB8HriOrO !JeTaJUia, 6yJJ.eT TIOCTOHHHO l~C­

llblTUTiaTI> saTpyJJ.neHHH :a pa.3::snnm c::soeii SKOHOUllRR. :,iH oco6eHHO YH3-

nn:.ru :B aTOM OTHOlii81IHvi, IIOCKOJThKY naxo,ZUlliCH oqeH:D ,naJIGKO OT ~eHT­

pa IIalll.t1X 3IWHOLil'NCCIUlX CBR3et\ •. COBCTCKlit; C0103 l3CH'ti8CIO!l CTapaeTCff 

y;nOBJICTBOpWl'I> Ha!lm I10Tpe6HOCTH, IIO OH HC B COCTOffiilll'l lli-IOrJ(a C;ZJ;e­

JiaTI:. 3TO IIO TO~\ IlpOCTO!i Tlpl1'IlHie, 'l!TO OH C8JA ~1Cilh!THB8.8T 3aTpy.zure­

mm _no HeKoTopuu B>1J(alJ Hymron na.>.J npo:n;:ymum. B03I>lleY K npmmpy 

:KeCT'I>. Hau do.rr::omyiO nepcnei\TKBY cy.:mT pa3EHTtm npo:~<13BOJJ.CTBa KOH­

cepmipOBO.mrux (;ipylt'l'OB, IIO JJ.JUI ;noro HCOdXO)J,HlJO 60JThJJOe iCOJH'I'ICCT­

BO CIICU~la.iffiHO.U :'!88TH, 1\0TOpylO COBCTCKlti1 COl03 IIOCTaBHT:D He MO:~eT. 

To :[e cruJoe MOYJW crm3aT::o o :'!ccT~1 .nnH H3I'OTOBJieHHH 6yTHJI01IilliiX 

llpOdOIC ,T(Jln ilpOXJia](HTCJI:OliUX Ham:TI\OB, IIOTpCc5JlfiCUbiX B Ot:ICE:D 60Jr:&­

WOM KOJll1t:ICCTBC II3. lty6e. 

A BOT n ;npyraH npodneMa, CIW3aJI ](3.Jiee renapa. Ky6e F:paHne 

!-i806XOJJ.liMO pa3BY!Ban. CBOO CJJJ.OCTpoemm. r:~ r.nrneM rm OCTpo::se. Top-
' 

Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan



I 

3. 

ronllil nama ocyn\eCTBJI.HeTCH Mopeu, a co6cTneuHoro •I.·JIOTa npar:T~r'lieC:K~: 

neT. HeT y Hac :ri cep:oe au oro phl6ononuoro !pnoTa. Ho, 't!To6u CTponT:& 

coBpeuemrue 1wpa6nH, uy~w wroro CTaJm, a r;n;e ee B3RT:&, He nosv.T:o 

me 113-aa oKeana. 

HeKOTopue IDJ.I\H, npo;n;omtaJ1 O!!;, roBuJ)HT, liTO nocKOJThi(J Ky6a He 

:t.-1M88T C06CTB8!IliOrO <~0.:\Ca, TO CTOI-iMOCTL lleTanna mW6bi 6y)J.eT O'tiCH]) 

BbiCOKOt1 H llOTO!A.y KyChniUB.M. HeB!:irO)J.HO p3.3B11J3aTL 'tlepHyD M8Tfu1JiyprHlO. 

0.l(Halt0 OHV! 3a6U:BillO'.r, liTO 8CJrl1 I1pMM8HUTL nepe)J.OBYJO T8XHOJIOrl1D 11 

opraHl13~1110 np0113BO.l(CT:Ba, TO m.mopT !\OKCa He CTp3.1:I8H - pa6oTaeT )tf 

Hl10EC1~8JI tJeTaJ1JiyprHn He 'i.'O.TIM:o lta np1mo:mou ItOI-.ce, HO ~ na np!1B08-· 

HOti py)J.e. !.1 He TOJ.c&KO pa6oTaeT,. HO H yc TI8lUHO EOIIKypv.pyeT C :UPJ'Tl'n.Hi 

CTpaHaMU, :vl!JCRll~II!LH~ H CBOt1 !..:Ol~C ~r CBOIO PJJJY. Bee 38JmCHT OT TOrO, 

!~B.K JJ.e:ro JJ.enaT]). 

Q_n:mul CJIOBOU, TIO;I03eJI HTOr renapa, EOilpOC 0 TOL!, C'T'pOI>!T:O l.!JU~ 

He cTpm-'IT:& _MeTa;rnyprw:recrml1 ROJ.t6I::HaT, noKa He pemeH, J.t Mbl 6y.TI.eu 

TBep.TI.O OTCTaiDJaT]) ero CTp011T8Jl])CT,BO. 

2. PaCCKa3aJI renape 0 TOM, 'tlTO KHTatiCnOe llOCOJThCTBO Ha Ky6e 

:a nocne:rmee Bpe!lR pa3nepnyno mv.poKyJO nponaraH.TI;:tiCTCKYID H:aMnauuJO 

8JiTHCOB8TCKOrO CO.ZJ;ep;:r.UHllf.{. Jl.erro )J.Ol!!JIO )J.a?.:e li.O .TOrO, tiTO Cp8)J.U 

!\Y611l·ICKHX TOBa:pml{et\ pacnpOCTpaiiH8TCH 3.HTJ:COBGTC!\:afl ill!TepaTypa C 

!11-!C])MeHHO~ TipOCLOOil 03H8.1\0i.U-'!T:& C IIeH COBCTCI\HX CTieUHaJIVJCTOB, pa­

C5oTalOE(t1X B TCX HJm Hli::!X Ry6l-UiCKHX opri:iHH3aiJ;l-U!X. 

reBapa OT:BCTHJr, 'ITO OH 3II8.0T 06, 3T0ll li1 B cyry6o ;ll;OTICpHTCJffi­

HOM nop~Ke uoReT coo6mwn, 'ITO pacnpocTpanenile ynmuuryToU JIHTe­

paTypu F.:BJIFICTCH npOBOI-W.UHCH, Opl'aBJF30BaHHOU Hai\Y!M-TO TIOKJ. 81118 

HC U3Be "TH1111 TIOCOJ.LDCT:BOI-1.-

H ca.u, CKa3a.7I renapa, IIOJI.Y'tllt:r non:6opxy 1'ffiWH JIETepaTypu c 

aHaJrOr11!"1.IHOH npoc:&6oi1 l-! H8118.ZJ;JieHHO o6paTHJICfi C TipOTCCTOM K KWI'3.i1-­

CIWMY nocny. nocne;umJi E<aTeropw.rec;:m urpm:tan J<8.1CJD-JI1J6o nprqacT­

HOCTL !\1-lTaHCKOrO IIOC OJThCTBO. I~ 3TOMy ll.GJiy • .bpCmiDpt~ Oumr rro,rmeprHy­

Tbi HCCJIC.TI;OB8JB1i0 J3 CllelHla.JIOHOi{ .:.ta6opa'i.'OpHH. tlccnell,OBatCHe llOHa3aJtO, 

qTo HH 6yuara, HH mpmJyr 3Tl·:.i: 6ponnop He conn~aJDT c opurvm:a.JLbHhH.Ht 

opOllilOpa.MLi, pacnpOCTf;CliiH8liJ:illJ! IO:TailCKHl.-~ riOCO.hDCT:EOU B OClH1iHO:i TJCr­

priAIW. 

no MUeH!tflV fe:Bap3., 3Ta JHrTepaTypa li.vCTaEJreiia 11:3. I{y6y tiepe 3 
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\I nocpe;ucTBO ~aKoro-To nocoJIDCTJ3a ;umiJioMaTVfliecRo;i notrToi:i. OH .1zy11aeT 

,,/ r '! T;aKEe, ·"tiTO B oe pacnpOCTpaHCHlUII TiplOIHMBJOT J1!8.CT~C !~ydznc:\'Y::e TpOr(­

~ · .JY: 1n1CTh1~). B -qacTnocT~, -B pacnpocTpaaem·m Inrra~CKI'!X 6pounop B MHH~-
/ / ~~CTepcTBe npO'Mbl:!!JICHHQCTH TIOJ!;03p8B8.8TCH O:Ulrrl COTJ)Y:UHlrK, apreHT1-ni8IJ; 

I 

no npOYICXO:K:UOHl:UO 11 TpOD;ICHCT no nOJIHTEllCCICOti npiDia..I(Jie::mocT¥1. 8a 

:nr~L B nocne.zuree BPCIAH ycTB..HOBne:iJ rrernacHoe na6mo;uenue. 

8 ~ Ha Bon poe o TOY, liTO HOB oro. cmmno o npe:n.nonaraeuou C1J03-

;uc TIYPC 11 natJaJia.c:P nn pa6oTa no cocTa:B.leimD IiporpaM:tJ.H napTHH, re­

Bapa OTBCTllJI, tiTO C03ill3 C'D83;ztU 3UTITI'IffiUCTCR 11 pa!i:biJC HU1IaJ18. CJie-

(

,11 ;zzy.ior~ero rO;l\a OH H~ COCTOWI'Cfl, TIOCKO.Thi.;:J npOI.\CCC opram!3aiUH! nap­

TlHl eme na:rrMn: OT CBoero sa.Benmemm. oco6emro B Tou, tiTO xacaeTCH 

cpe;uHero pyKoBo:ztrrr:tero sBena. Pa6oTa no cocTa:sneHvriO Hporpa.w.ru nap­

Tnn eme HC Ha"ti8.JI8.C:b. B npmn~nne, CK8.38.JI feBapa, y- H8.C W..-lCC'l'Cff....;. 

II 
r:pOCKT flporpa.M.MLI, COCTa.BJICIHIUtl AIH168..110Ll 3CitaJIB.HTe, HO OH He 6y;gcT­

CJry~vrT:b OCHOBOti ,I(JI!1 Harnett TiporpaJ.U~LI. B OCHOBY ee JJ;OJiiTJt-J. Jie% YI:Uen, 

BHCI\a3aHHh18 B pn,ne nporpa..wnrux Bl-!CTyTIJICHl!~ <!>H)J.CJifl KaCTDO, 9.. Ta.R:1e 

RTOpaR raBaHCitafl ;n;eKnaparuur. 

4. B 38JOUOtleinle 6eCe;lth1 reBapa CI\a38.JI, 'liTO II8,1(3.BHO B MHHHCTep- • 

CTBC npOII.NlliJICHHOCTl{ OTM8llaJIOC11 o~terrll I1pi1ffTHOe C06hlT:Mle - BCpHJJIUC::b 

nepnan rpynna I<y<.hmueB, o6y'1aBmirxcr.: n Co:neTCKOil. Co103e. MH 0\{CHI> 

ll.O:BOJIOHH ypOBH8U 11X npon3BO)J.CTBCHHOU l! TIOJIHT~~'lJ:eCKOU no,.m:'OTO:BK~ 

VI dOC BUM H8.CTpOCH11CM, TlOJJ;'Y:CpKIIyJI OE, H c:niJJ;aCU, liT 0 CH~ Or:.a:~7"T 

HaM CY!i\CCTB8HHYIO nouor:J,:b. 

B Irp!~I!LU~nc, npOJJ:O.'IRCl.'[ reBapo., '·iU 04CHL .TI:O:i50JThH~,; 110.7U'OTOBKOli 

f':YdHHCEl1X cTyJ~eHTO:R n CCCP 1~ Kl~Tac. Tat! OHH ccpi>esno y-qaT.cn H 3:1-

MeTHo pacTyT nomln'."Y:ecrmo K co;::a:renmo, HeJ!l>3R Toro lKe cimsa·!':o o 

HeEo'!'op:ux coumtnncTIPrecKnx crpa:w.x EocTO'lJ:HOti l:~porrb!, ocoC5emro o 

nolibUie. Mu ;n;aY.e f1p!!Hf!.'iH peUJeHHf.' liE' rlvCUJI3.1'b 60Jrbme Hanna CTYll.CH­

TOB 'B noni>rny, noc1wm.r~y T~! OHH OtH!HI> 6blcTpo np11c<5m3JJTCR K JierKo­

Mb!CJieHHOMY o6pa3y ;Krt3tm ;:.{ y HH.X llOF:"BJHilOTCH HO:: CO:BCC!-.1 npa:B}-!JThHblC 

;-:) Ha KyC5e RMCCTCH TpO~RHCTCi\aH oprrum-
3aLH-11l, l13;ll;alO!!X8.R fl0JJ;TIOJ11>HYK> ra3eTy 
IITrT"\oTTeTapcKrx'i "'"'onocu 1 ~ y .,l • ,,~.i'~ 1 J..,. J • 

~ 
( (). X.tA PYCEHKOB) 

. \~ ,) 
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[Stamp]: Declassified

from the diary of 
Darusenkov, O. T. 
4 September 1963
Top Secret Copy No 2
No 310

RECORD OF A CONVERSATION
with Minister of Industry of the Republic of Cuba
Ernesto GUEVARA

27 August 1963

I met with Ernesto Guevara at the Ministry of Industry and had a conversation with
him in the course of which the following issues were touched upon:

1. Guevara shared several ideas about the broad discussion taking place right now in
the Cuban leadership of questions about the economic development of the country.
He said that the recent speeches of Fidel Castro regarding the problem of raising
agricultural productivity have great significance; however, they do not mean that any
change has occurred in the general orientation of the economic development of Cuba
[or] that Cuba is making a decisive tilt towards agriculture. The Cuban leadership,
and in particular Fidel Castro himself, has for a long time set the task of sharply
increasing agricultural production, especially the production of sugar cane. The
problem is that earlier these goals hung in the air, but now specific purposeful work is
being done on them, from which we expect big results.

Agriculture, Guevara continued, is holding back the development of our industry: it
yields little hard currency and raw material. Most of all, the sugar industry is suffering
because of a lack of raw material, which has decisive significance for the overall
indicators of industrial production in the country. Thus, for the seven months of the
current year the cost of the gross output for the Ministry of Industry as a whole is
97% of the cost of the gross output for same period last year, that is, a reduction of
3% occurred. However, if you exclude the production of sugar, relying almost entirely
on agricultural production, then there is a growth of 6%. Solving the lag in agriculture
will in large part facilitate an improvement in industrial operations. Nevertheless,
increased attention to questions of agricultural production should not lead to such a
conclusion that industrialization of the country should be neglected, including the
problem of providing Cuba with its own metal.

In reply to my question as to how to understand Fidel Castro's words at the holiday
anniversary at the Institute of Water Resources that agriculture will be the basis for
development of the Cuban economy for the next decade or two and that from the
economic point of view perhaps it would be more advantageous to invest money not
in the construction of a metalworks, but in irrigation projects, the development of
chemistry, and machine building for the needs of agriculture, Guevara replied that
the question of whether or not to build a metalworks is still far from being decided.
There are many arguments in favor of its construction.

By the way, stressed Guevara, we still have not received from the Soviet Union the
feasibility report for the metalworks project, although the deadline for submission,
August, is almost over and therefore we do not have an point of reference



[iskhodnaya baza] for discussing this question.

Under present conditions in the world, he continued, any country without its own
metal will constantly experience difficulty in developing its economy. We are
especially vulnerable in that regard inasmuch as we are very far from the center of
our economic relations. The Soviet Union is trying in every way to satisfy our needs,
but sometimes it is not in a condition to do this for the simple reason that it is
experiencing difficulties itself with several kinds of production which we need. Let's
take tin for example. The production of canned fruit promises us great prospects, but
a large quantity of specialized tin is needed for this and the Soviet Union cannot
deliver it. The same can be said about tin for manufacturing bottle caps for chilled
beverages which are consumed in great quantity in Cuba.

And there's another problem, Guevara said further. Cuba very much needs to develop
its own shipbuilding. We live on an island. Our commerce is done by sea and we
practically have no fleet of our own. We do not have a serious fishing fleet. But in
order to build modern ships we need more steel, but where do we get it without
shipping it across the ocean?

Some people, he continued, say that since Cuba does not have its own coke the cost
of metal would supposedly be very high and therefore it's not advantageous for the
Cubans to develop ferrous metallurgy. However they forget that if leading technology
and organization of production are employed then the import of coke is not so terrible
- Japanese metallurgy operates not only on imported coke but on imported ore and
not only operates but competes successfully with other countries which have their
own coke and ore. Everything depends on how the matter is done.

In a word, Guevara summarized, the question of whether or not to build a metalworks
is still not decided and we will firmly advocate its construction.

2. I told Guevara that the Chinese embassy in Cuba recently unleashed a broad
anti-Soviet propaganda campaign. The matter has even reached the point that
anti-Soviet literature is being distributed among Cuban comrades with a written
request to show it to Soviet specialists working in those or other Cuban organizations.

Guevara replied that he knows about this and could inform me especially
confidentially that the distribution of the above literature is a provocation organized
by some as yet unknown embassy.

I myself, said Guevara, have received a collection of such literature with a similar
request and immediately protested to the Chinese ambassador. The latter
categorically denied any participation of the Chinese embassy in this affair. The
pamphlets were subjected to analysis in a special laboratory. The analysis showed
that neither the paper nor the type of these pamphlets is the same as the original
pamphlets routinely distributed by the Chinese embassy.

In Guevara's opinion, this literature was delivered to Cuba via some embassy in a
diplomatic pouch. He also thinks that Cuban Trotskyites are taking part in the
distribution.* In particular, one employee is suspected of the distribution of Chinese
pamphlets in the Ministry of Industry, an Argentinean by birth and a Trotskyite by
political affiliation. Covert observation of him was recently begun.

3. In reply to the question about what's new in regards to the proposed PURS [United
Party of the Socialist Revolution] Congress and whether work had begun to draw up a
Party Program, Guevara replied that the convening of the Congress is being delayed
and it would not be held earlier than the beginning of next year, given that the
process of organizing the Party was still far from completion, especially as regards



mid-level leadership. Work to draw up a Party Program had still not started. In
principle, said Guevara, we have a draft Program drawn up by Anibal Escalante, but it
will not serve as a basis for our Program. Its basis should flow from the ideas
expressed in a number of Program speeches of Fidel Castro and also the Second
Havana Declaration. 

4. At the conclusion of the conversation Ernesto Guevara said that a very welcome
event was noted not long ago in the Ministry of Industry - the first group of Cubans
studying in the Soviet Union had returned. We are very satisfied at the level of their
industrial and political training and fighting spirit, he stressed, and expect that they
will give us substantial help.

In principle, Guevara continued, we are very satisfied with the training of Cuban
students in the USSR and China. They are studying there seriously and they are
growing remarkably, politically. Unfortunately, it is impossible to say the same about
several socialist countries of Eastern Europe, especially Poland. We have even
decided not to send any more of our students to Poland, since they are quickly
becoming accustomed there to a frivolous way of life and completely incorrect
attitudes have appeared among them.

Second Secretary of the USSR Embassy in Cuba

[signature]
O. Darusenkov

* There is a Trotskyite organization in Cuba which publishes an underground
newspaper "La voz proletaria" ["The Proletarian Voice"].

[There is handwriting at the bottom of the first page and next to the Trotskyite
reference]: "Note. The material is informative. We would like to send [this] to the
Department for Economic Cooperation with Socialist Countries. Chief of a Sector
[signature illegible]";
[handwriting to the left of the above]: "Brief the Department for Economic
Cooperation with Socialist Countries [about this]. 12.XI.63 [signature] A. Makarov"


