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Dear Senator iinrtke,

Thank you for your letter of 26 Hay 1957, concerning
the question of the sdmispion to the United Nations of
Horth and South Korea and of Morth and South Viet-lan,

As you will recall, Article 4, pavegraph 2, of the
Charter of the United Nations provides that the admission
of & State to the Organization "will be effected by a
¢ecision of the General Assembly upon the recommendation
of the Jecurity Council". This presupposes an affirmetive
recomendation for admission by the Security Councll before
the General Assembly can adwmit an applicant State to
mewmberghip, The General Asserbly has, however, in the past
consldered the general question of membership and has
recommended to the Council that it reconsider certain
applications on which it had failed to sct effirmtively.

dpplications for wembership from North snd South Korea
have been before the Security Council since early 1949, and
from Horth and South Viet-Nam since Decenber 1951. However,
the Councll, which has considered theee applications on &
maber of occasions, has failed to act effirmatively upon
then, The last instance of substantive considerstion by the
Council appears to have beem in December 1959, on which occasion
the Council submitted a special report to the Ceneral Assesbly.
That report states, lnter alim, as follows:

"Freuce, Jepan, the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Horthern Ireland and the United Etates of

Averica submitted a Joint draft resolution (5/4129/Rev.l)
recomnending the admission of the Republic of Xorea to membership.

The lonourable Vance Hurtke
United States Senator
Committee on Finance

United Staten Sennte

Washington, D.C.




Wilson Center Digital Archive Original Scan

e

The Union of Boviet Socialist Republics submitted
amendments (8/4132) to the jJoint draft resolution,
providing for the simltansous admigsion of the
Demoeratic People's Republic of Koresm and the

Republic of Korea to membership. At the 043rd meeting,
on the same date, the Becurity Council voted on the
Joint draft resolution (8/4129/Rev.l) and the USSR
amendments were rejected by 9 votes to 1, with 2
abstentions. The vote on the joint draft resolution
(8/4129 /Bev.1) vas 9 in favour, 1 against, with 1
abgtention. The negative vote belng that of a .
permanent member, the draft resolution was not adopted.

"France, Japin, the United Kingdom of Oreat Britain

. end Horthern Ireland and the United States of America
submitted another joint draft resoclution (5.4130/Rev,l)
recommending the admssion of Viet-Ham to memberghip.
Alpgo at the 84%rd meeting, this draft reselution recelved
8 votes in favour, 1 against, with 2 ebstention, and was
not adopted, the negative vote being that of a permanent
menber of the Council."”

Thig special report, insofar as it related to the applications
here in question, was not the subject of specific action by the
General Assembly.

In your letter you refer to action by the Assembly at ite -

eleventh sespion in early 1957, on the applications in guestion.
On that occagion, the Appenbly, on the recommendation of its
Speciel Politicel Committee, requected the Becurity Council to
reconslider the applications of South Korea and of South Viet-Nam.

. The Special Politlcal Committee, however, rejected the UBER
proposal that simultancous reconsideration should be given by
the Council to the applications of North Korea and North Viet-Ham,
At its twelfth gession, towards the end of 1957, the Asgenbly
once more reaffirmed that South Korea and South Viet-Ham were
fully qualified for and should be admitted to membership in the
Undted Natlions (General Assesbly resolutions 1144 A and B (XII)
of 25 October 1957), but made no recommendation concerning the
other two applications involyed. It wag these recommendations
of the Assembly which gave rise to the Speciasl Report of the Security
Couneil in December 1950, which has been quoted dbove. They appear *
to be the most recent recommendatlons by the Agsenbly on this matter.
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As the Becurity Council remains seized of an item on
adndasion of new members to the United Hations, and os the
appilieations of lorth and South Koroa and North and South
Viet-Nam are still formally before the Council under this
item, the only action required to reactivate thelr
consideration by the Couneil would be 8 requegt by a
manber of the Council for a meeting to take up the applications
once aguin.

Yours pincerely,

U Thant

ce - Mr, Narasimhan
M, Btevropoulon
Mr. Lenleux
Reglotry
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