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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES

UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION FOR THE UNIFICATION AND REHABILITATION OF HKOREA
(UNCURK,)

Seoul, 3 April 1970
Dear Mr. Narasimhan,
t this week ove rshadowlng every other
development here involwv: the hijacking on 31 March 1970 of a
JAL Boeing 747 aircraft by a group of radical Japanese studentis
¥xnown to be members of the Zekigun (Red Army) and their demand
to be flown to north Korea. The Plane was first reported to have
been hijacked while in flight from Tokyo to Fukuoka when it was
forced to fly towards the direction of north Korea, but apparently
¥as intercepted and brought down in the afternoon of the same day
. at the Seoul's Kimpo International Airport. While the aircraft
remalned at the airport for almoet four days, the hijackers held
93 passengers and seven crew members as hostages and refu to
release them unless they were permitied to fly to north Korea.
fAepresentatives of the Japanese Government and ROK officials
ineluding the Minister of Defence were on hand attempting to
convince the hijackers to release the innocent rassengers before
they could take off for north Korea, but the hijackers remained
dubrous of the sincerity of the promise because of an earlier
trick to make them believe that they had landed in Fyongyang.

matic incid

The breakthrough in this "Samurai drama came only by about
midmight of 2 April, when the Japanese Vice Minister of ransportation,
Mr. Shinjiro ‘(‘._ml-,ﬂ.u:'.n, arrived at an agreement with the hijackers by
which the former volunteered to become their hostage in order to free
ithe rest of the passengers. In the afternoon of 3 April, the hijack
. freed the 93 passengers and four stewardesses.
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Throughout this bizarre tenee drama, the RUK Government
maintained 1ts stand that the passengers should be released before
permitiing the hijackers to fly to north Korea. On the other hand,
the report that north Korean ground fire had been directed at the
Plane while trying to oross the DMZ was not substantiated because
the DPRK announced twice during the crisis that it has pledged to
guaraniee the sare return of the passengers to Japan.

Mr. C.V. Narasimhan
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n another development, the MAC meeting of 31 March was the
scene of charges and counter-charges between the UNC and the IFRK
sides on the recent activities along the LMZ. Major-General Ri
Choon Sun, the DPRK Senior Member, accused the UNC of dispatching
a number of south Korean agente into the north on espionage and
between 10 Februery and 13 March 1970. He also
cuth Korean agents were killed and five captured
te into north Korea.

Bubverslve mleslc
stated that four
aid period while trying to infiltr

leneral J.H. Skeldon, the new UNC Senior Member, denied the
and accused the DFRK of committing two attacks on the UNC
oet inside the between 12 February and 14 March. The
). 11 hold another meeting next week at the request of the DPRK.
With warm personal regards,
Tours sincerely,
€ .
Zouhelr Kuzbari
Prinoipal Secretary




