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Summary:

ROK government consents to US troop withdrawals in exchange for a modernization
program of ROK forces and a public statement from US about their continued support
and protection of the ROK. Additionally, Park Chung Hee visits South Vietnam and
confirms the presence of ROK troops until the end of the war.
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Seoul, 7 August 1970

r Mr. Narssimhan,

Bilat continued this week beiween the represent—
atives of Republic of Korea and the United States with regard
to the question of the reduction of U.S. forces in the Republic
of Korea. fiere were signs that the strong opposition made by
President Park Chung Hee, and reflected in the statements by
CGovernment officials and the Press, has given way to a comg

. between the two sides.

In an unpublicised meeting held beiween the President, on
the one side, and the United States Ambassador to Seoul, and the
Commander-in-Chief of U.N. Forces, on the other, (August 5
became known that the Republic of Korea has consented to &
_'r.:neu'. of some twenty thousand U.S. troops from the Republic of
Korea by the end of 1971 in return for a massive modernization
programme of the ROK forces, including building small defence
industries. During the same meeting, the ROK President insiste
that the U.S, Government should mezke an official public stateme
to the effect that the United States will antomatically corn

P

Lo
the defence of the Republic of Korea according to the U.S R. 0. K,
Mutual Security Treaty in case of an ide armed attac How-

ever, the United States side made it thet on thias aspect
1ted States Government cannct undertake such a pledge without
proval of the United States Congress.

A5 a Tesult of this softening in the ROK attitude towards

q the reduction of U.S. forces in Korea, the Joint
HOK-US ad hoc committees in charge of conducting the talks
ernising the ROK forces, have resumed their meetings which had
been in abeyance f a short time,

In another development related to this aspect of the
deamericanization policy of hul‘l, talks were held this wesk
between the visiting Prime Minister of South Vietnam, Tran Thiem
Khiem, and his counterpart 01 tue public of Korea, Prime
Minister Chung Il Kwon. ¥y believed that both the
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