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Exce11enc.r , 

:;: have th~> honour to draw yoW' at .ehtio'l to the quest~~.'l o. so..e 

1/, 500 civilians who were forcit1y vaccn to nortt. Korea by tl.~ Co.r..n:..st 

invasion forces at the ,Lroe of +be Korea~ ~ost11ities . 

~~n·' the ne~otiat.:.ons for tre Arr·_stice Agreement, the que::-t.on 

of the return of tnese kLmapeE's was raised, and after ar·,uoJ.s €.f ~rts on 

tre ~art of the United No. t1.ons Command a specif:!.c J.:roVls · on rras I:'ac..e :L'l 

Para~aph :59 of -t:he Armistice AgreC'l':'lt, ~ rl.ct. sti. 1a<:.es +hat a:: civ-lianc 

uho at the time of the Arrnistice were. in l 1rth •Corea an-i ~" o on 24 .n~nc 1:'50 

res.:.ded south of the Hil.i.tar )emarca• _on Lim s!.:>.L.d, if +.J',ej de>s ... re. to 

retur.'l home, be pe>rn i.tted anct as:..,iste.l _ -.;he Communh.t vorr:11 an. authori :if's 

to return to thE' area south of the !:il' tar. nemar"ati-:;:"1 :::.l1e. Suni1'lr 

provie.ions '1-rere made •·or civi~an:2 ur o der. ... re l to retlli"'l t' nort~ .~rea 

para raph. 

!lis Excel.lor.cy 

:Hr • .Ja • :lammarEJkjol d 

Secrotary- lk.loral 

of +h< 1l1itrd 'J.tlons 
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In accordance ;f..th t :l_s rrovif:on, a t'i.1e Ul:-.llci~.: '-:lu p:!.vE.l 

thrQuchout South Korea ~ormin: all the prr~~~s c•nccrn~d to a :y for 

tneir nturn to nortl, Korea if they so desi:-ed . As a ruJult of ths 

_;Jrocedure , 37 [!ersons 1~e;re returned tc nortr. Kor€'a l::, tnc Vn:!. te1 , 'ations 

Conunand on 1 .larch 1951... T"ne ComPiunLst ride, hmmver, alle e:J. tn.at 1ot a 

s:!.n,:!c •lor .an of those ;.Jho Here kiunar:pec. ty tt ~ Conuruni::.. ... force E. de:s:red 

to rEi~':l!.n ui.th Hs fa.rn!!3 in the SouLh, ret .rnJ..nt: on1,r 19 foreim nationals 

-- ...... Tur!C.sr and t3 Eussians. 

~'l May, :954, the then Foreir.n Hillister of t"le Re t.l':ic o: !Corea, 

!ir. Pyun, Hrote the International Co . .ll'.ittee of the ~eo Cros1 and reque~ted 

to rer.:ier asristance in the re-":.urn of tr.e:se kidnat:;Jed civL:;.ians, r-oUltii1C 

• out ... he fact that they H::>re forcibly tak ::1 n;a.; and h.3lc. in tnr nortt a ·a:Lnst 

taeir ~~:1 L1 fla~rant V1o1atlon not onlj· of thw Arnast~c€' term5 uut ~1so of 

tnoir fundam-ltal human ri •hts. 1-!r. ?.fl..-1 also o:ft;rea. thr !\L.l coop<:rat!.on 

of the Re mblic of Korea Hi tr. tne ICRC L<l tneir ac~ vi tJ.C'S ir. ret::trd to thLs 

questJ.on . 

In !-1:1~ , 1956, two re ·r<-sentat:.ves Jf tt" ..._'ltn~latl~.,,l (J, -.ittee of 

thf' :led Cross visited +he Republic of 1•orea l'ild an '.J1;1E">n "" l .1 1.1 i ·e>ached 

"etvc-3r t 'lE· 1 an•. thE' Red ,ross Soci ty of +hC' ~e t.t L" o ·'Jr<. !'1. il!' ti..l"" 

To scnr. '' ·elfare a'lu ,'!".E. •at , t< 1 .J.• F ,,.. 11 +o 

t 
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2. 
-'- e cxc angP of correq:"lr.-:. 91CP. To arranrc , for trose al've, f1r th h 

with the.ir farriliE's in tne South; 

} . rro arr:,tn ·e for their retur1 to th::. South, 

As an initial first step under this unct.:JrstandJ.nt , Inquiry Forms 

coverinp 7,034 persons were sent to the ICRC for their action. Fol·rever, 

repll s to the.sr inquiries -.rere not o>'l.Ohcowin "rom :10rtn [orer . _n. 

:uly, 1957, at uhe 19th international Red Cross u?nfere;~ce hele at lew 

DeL'ri., we appealed to the Conference ..,o take effect.:.vL me;as•li'es tu t rin~ 

settinr, fortrt a t:eneral )rinciple 0'1 reun ... 1r. o ' tt.e sq:.arate i far a. :i~ J ana 

ur ;":1 ~ 
4 

n+,en->ified efforts b;y national societi£'s J.n support of t: .:::: .r: nciple 

vias adonted . 

It uas only after these repeateu efforts that the 1.r>r+ 1 Korean 

Jommuni~ts released a list of 337 dis~laceL civil~~s in their han0 , out no 

informati
011 

uh".tsoever on other h."idnape;es ,.;as ~ivan . Neitner was tho1re an~ 

i'ldicnt:.on that the communists ,vould r'lturn trf 33 7 p:.:>r<cns . T'n.E. , al~ tte 

<afforts on our part to have these ;o.~a~ees ret~rn to t 1cir r lln•'E' have been 

frustrated. 

I
I Under the circ~rta1ces , I am C)mpe'l~L to tr~' tL~ ·t.'r a air. 

to Yvur att, n.t..:.on and ,wulu l.J.'ce t.J a ... k 'or :a 1I' ·' ..:e. .... ::,-.v 

1 

t .if. 

tra1 LC quEJE.t.:.on by eltorc.• ,,J.U. yvur rc.at L l.flll 
1 

'£ • 
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