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ec: Mr. Narasimhan
Mr. Kutakov

23 February 1973

Dear Mr. Ozbudun,

I thank you for your letter and Summary of Developments
dated 16 February 1973. The information was quite interesting
and would heve been helpful in connexion with the Foreign

Minister's visit, but, ss you know, that visit was cancelled.

We just learned thet you were taoken to the hospital end

we are waiting for further news. We wish you all the best.

Warmly yours,

Robert Muller
Director

Mr. Ahmet H. Ozbudun
Prineipal Secretary
UHCURK
Seoul
Korea




Wilson Center Di

R
UNITED NATIONS ‘3"
WS

-

NATIONS UNIES

UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION FOR THE UNIFICATION AND REHABILITATION OF KODREA
IUNCURK)

"TIn view of
it would be better

Nnece agdalilrn
onceivable
(orean dial

ble t¢

o

121 unification,

1t8
apt it to
to "realities", on

having elaborated as 1llowas: "The

net




Wilson Center

related to ra

aign countri
g

ing the consulates to the
8 which presently meintain Tor
with nmorth Korea, if it is in the int:

the old d ;

ing conception of the

Doctrine",

\ :
| : ]
. to emlate a "two
umerous stat

and conse :
ual Korean unification.

.C., AND THE D.P.R.K.

HOK circles are increasingly
sit in the PRC, particularly
ere ocourred almost

¥, diplomats in P reportedly
north Korea had asked Chinese leaders to p
Envoy for a completfe A

iate we
current visit in the T
Iir. Ho held tw eetings
th Foreign Minister Chi s
been in Pyongyang as recently as December
ed that a return visit by Mr. Ho s
with that o » Kissinger, must he
necessitate renew act at thi
who have been
Kim T1 Sung
5 than the U

arrival

At any rate, in a press communiqué is
broadcast over Peking Radio y
vigit from 9 to 14 Febru /




Wilson Center

St

1 order to let the Korean people settle 11
eunification without outaside irn f

see this week's Sum

Lr own problem of
8, (For related matters,
of Development 3

8-9.

NEW UN POLICY ON KOREA?

some Seoul
in the US
olution or
military presence
! to pre
sald to have inf
18t col
i 10 a "eonclusion" re

t is further disturbing
port from a south Korean T
officials would not oppose
provided that some form of

t Powers, would
y moreover,

ruestion, b
e 101,

thus be broug
. \ indefinitely,

UNCURK

L

N Last but not
| about recent rumour

some gquarters in Seoul have been concerned
one or two member governments
¥ alter their views on the Commi

pressure! and/or their "desire" to ecta

l on UNCURK
result of
| ties with

blish some

NATIONAL ASSENBLY ELECTIONS

he Committee of UNCURK has decided to conduct an observation of
tional Assembly Elections of 27 February in accordance with the
eion's mandate. In this connexion, it hes again received an
tion from the ROK Government, in line with the practice com—
ced in 1963, together with assurances for full cooperation and
istance.

We are deeply immersed in preparations for this undertaking
(third in three months), including the formation of six observation
teams and arrangement of their programme of activities. Prior
to the field trips (on 25 and 26 February), the Committee will
meet with the Chairman of the Central Election Management Committee
and leaders of the three political parties contesting the Elections.
We are also preparing documentation, including the translaticn of
the National Assembly Laws, which will be included in the obsery
files. I will transmit two sets of these as they become aveilab
for insertion in your files.

1

The ratio of contestation this time is 2.3 candidates per seat
— the lowest yet in ROK elections. The ratio had been 3.6 to 1 in
the 1971 National Agsembly Elections, Observers attribute the
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decreagse of candidates to several factors,including public apathy;

the much weakened role of the Assembly in the new State structure;
strict limitations on campaigning; non-participation of splinter
parties; decrease in the number of constituencies; and the require—
ment of 2 million Won deposits from party candidates and 3 million
from independents (to be lost if a candidate receives less than one—
third of ballots in his area). Some observers feel that the percentage
of voters might also drop considerahly despitie the Government's
efforts to achieve a high rate.

Many fear that if the National Assembly does not somehow
rekindle the traditional spirit of inter-parliamentary opposition,
and rather is confined to a role of rubber-stamping, the future of
relaiive self-government, however limited, will further erode, perhaps
. %o a point of no return.

With kindest regards,
Sincerely yours,

AWy

AHMET H. OZBUDUN
Principal Secretary




