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Cuba-Angola declaration 

 
   

IN LESS THAN 20 DAYS THE SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS ADVANCED MORE 

THAN 700 KMS. , INTO ANGOLA TERRITORY. AT THE SAME TIME, IN THE 

NORTH, REGULAR FOREIGN AND MERCENARY TROOPS WERE COMING 

DANGEROUSLY CLOSE TO THE-CAPITAL. IT WAS AT THIS TIME THAT 

PRESIDENT ANTONIO AGUSTINHO NETO ASKED FOR CUBA'S MILITARY 

ASSISTANCE. THE HEROIC RESISTENCE OF THE ANGOLAN PEOPLE, 

ASSISTED BY FRIENDLY INTENATIONALIST FORCES, PERMITTED NOT 

ONLY STOPPED THE ADVANCE OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN RACISTS 

TROOPS SOME 200 KMS FROM LUANDA BUT ALSO EXPELLING THEM 

FROM ANGOLAN TERRITORY ON MARCH 27, 1976. THE OCCUPATION OF 

ANGOLA BY'SOUTH AFRICA CONSTITUTED A SERIOUS THREAT FOR THE 

NATIONS OF THAT REGION, AND IN FACT, FOR ALL INDEPENDENT 

AFRICA. CUBA'S INTERNATIONALIST HELP TO THE ANGOLAN PEOPLE IN 

THE RESISTANCE 

AGAINST THE SOUTH AFRICAN RACIST INVADERS IS THEREFORE A 

VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION TO THE STRUGGLE OF THE AFRICAN 

PEOPLE AGAINST COLONIALISM, RACISM AND APARTHEID. 

SINCE THIS ACTION WAS JUSTIFIED, A DIRECTIVE OF THE PRINCIPLES 

AD OBJECTIVES OF THE MOVEMENT OF NONALIGNED NATIONS, THE 

FIFTH SUMM'IT CONFERENCE CELEBRATED IN SRI LAI"KA INAUGUST OF 

1976, SAID ''IT CONGRATULATED THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE OF 

ANGOLA FOR ITS HEROIC AND VICTORIOUS STURGLE AGAINST THE 

RACIST INVADERS FROM SOUTH AFRICA AND THEIR ALLIES A1.D 

PRAISED THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA AND THE OTHER NATIONS THAT 

HELPED THE PEOPLE OF ANGOLA TO FRUSTRATE THE EXPANIONIST 

AND COLONIALIST STRATEGY OF THE SOUTH AFRICA REGIME AIND ITS 

ALLIES. 

IN AGREEMENT WITH THIS, THE CUBAN AND ANGOLAN GOVERNMENTS 

DECLARE: 1) THE PRESENCE AND THE DEPARTURE OF CUBAN TROOPS 

STATIONED IN ANGOLA REPRESENT A BILATERAL MATTER BETWEEN 

TWO SOVEREIGN STATES, THE FOPULAR REPUBLIC OF ANIGOLA ANID 

THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA, ACCORDING TO THE CONTENTS OF ARTICLE 41 

OF THE UN, CHARTER. 2) THE GOVERNMENTS OF ANGOLA AND CUBA, 

SCARCELY ONE MONTH AFTER THE EXPULSION OF THE SOUTH AFRICA 

RACIST TROOPS, BEGAN A PROGRAM OF GRADUAL REDUCTION OF 

CUBAN TROOPS, ON APRIL 2.2, 1976. IN LESS THAN ONE YEAR -THE 

CUBAN MILITARY CONTINGENTS WERE REDUCED BY MORE THAN ONE 

THIRD. THIS PROCESS WAS STOPPED DUE TO NEW EXTERIOR THREATS 

AGAI1NST ANGOLA-* 
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3. 

3) THE MAGNITUDE AND THE DEPTH OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN 

AGRESSION AGAINST KASINGA, IN MAY 1978 AND THE THREATENING 

PRESENCE OF NATO PARATROOPS STATIONED NEAR ITS 

NORTHEASTERN BORDER SIGNIFIED GREAT DANGER TO ANGOLA AND 

MADE EVEN MORE NECESSARY THE PRESENCE OF THE CUBAN 

MILITARY ATROOPS AND MATERIAL TO GUARANTEE THE TERRITORY'S 

AND INT EGR ITY. 

4) IN MID-1979 THE GOVERNMENTS OF ANGOLA AND CUBA AGREED, 

ONCE AGAIN, TO INITIATE ANOTHER PROGRAM OF GRADUAL 

REDUCTION OF CUBAN FORCES BUT ALMOST IMMEDIATELY, IN 

SEPTEMBER OF THAT YEAR, THE SOUTH AFRICANS CARRIED OUT 

REPEATED LARGE SCALE ACTS OF AGGRESSION AGAINST THE 

PROVINCES OF CUNCHE AND HUILA. 

5) IN AUGUST 1981 A LARGE SCALE ACT OF AGGRESSION TOOK PLACE 

WITH *THE INVASION OF THE PROVINCE OF CUNENE BY LARGE 

CONTINGENTS OF REGULAR SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS ARMED WITH 

POWERFUL MEANS OF ARTILLERY, ARMORED VEHICLES AND DOZENS 

OF AIRPLANES AND INCLUDED, IN FACT THE OCCUPATION OF THE 

PROVINCIAL CAPITAL AND OTHER PLACES FOR SEVERPL WEEKS. IN 

SPITE OF THE CONDEMNATION BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

OF THIS CRIMINAL ACT, AS EXPRESSED IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL 

RESOLUTIO:. ALTHOUGH VETOED BY THE USA, SOUTH AFRICAN 

TROOPS PERSISTED IN OCCUPYING CONSIDERABLE AREAS OF THE 

PROVINCES OF CUNENE AND CUANDO.-CUBANGO. 

6) IT IS THUS DEMONSTRATED THAT THE CARRYING OUT OF THE 

GCRADUAL REDUCTION PROGRAM OF CUBA, TROOPS IN THE- POPULAR 

REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA HAS BEEIN IMPEDED SEVERAL TIMES BECAUSE 

OF THE CONSTAINTA AND CRIMINAL ATTACKS AGAINST ANGOLA. 7) 

EVERY YEAR THE USA AND SOUTH AFRICA HAVE INCREASED THE USE, 

AS A MEANS OF AGGRESSION AGAINST ANGOLA, OF 

COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY BANDS WHO HAVE THEIR HEADQUARTERS, 

TRAINING CAMPS, MILITARY MATERIAL W4AREHOUSE AND RADIO 

COMVMUNICATION CENTRERS IN NAMIBIA. MEANWHILE THE PRESENT 

NORTH AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION IS TODAY GIVING GREATER 

ECO.NIOMIC AND MILITARY SUPPORT TO SOUTH AFRICA, ITS 

POLICEMAN AGAIINST THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN PEOPLE, WITH 

COMPLETE DISDAIN FOR U.N., OAS, AND THE NON-A.LIGNED 

MOVEMENT'S RESOLUTIONS AS WELL AS INTENATIONAL PUBLIC 

OPINION'. THEREFORE THE DANGER TO ANGOLA ON THE FRONT LINE IS 

GREATER THAN EVER BEFORE. 

8) FACED WITH THE HYPOCRITICAL STIPULATION OF CONDITIONING 

THE QUESTION, OF NAMIBIAN. INDEPENDENCE TO THE WITHDRAWAL 

OF. CUBAN TROOPS, THE ANGOLAN AND CUBAN GOVERNMENTS 
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REITERATE THAT THE PRESENCE OF THESE FORCES PROVOKED BY THE 

EXTERNAL AGGRESSION FROM THE RACIST AND FACIST SOUTH 

AFRICAN TROOPS, IN CLOSE ALLIANCE WITH THE USA CONSTITUTES 

AN ABSOLUTELY SOVERIGN AND LEGITIMATE ACT OF COUNTRIES AND 

THEREFORE IS IN NO WAY RELATED TO THE PROBLEM OF NAMIBIA. 

9) IF THE UNSELFISH STRUGGLE OF SWAPO, THE ONE AND ONLY 

LEGITIMATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE NAMIBIAN PEOPLE, AND THE 

REQUIREMENTS BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SHOULD HELP 

REACH A TRUE SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM OF NAMBIIA, BASED 0N 

STRICT COMPLIANCE WITH RESOLUTION 435/78 OF THE SECURITY 

COU.NCIL OF THE U.N. AND IF THIS WOULD BRING ABOUT A TRULY 

INDEPENDENT GOVERNMENT AND THE COMPLETE WITHDRA1AL OF 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN OCCUPATION TROOPS TO THE OTHER SIDE OF THE 

ORANGE RIVER, WHICH WOULD DIMINISH CONSIDERABLY THE 

DANGER OF AGGRESSION AGAINSTANGOLA, THE ANGOLAN AND 

CUBAN GOVERNMENT WOULD ANALYZE REINITIATING THE GRADUAL 

REDUCTION OF CUBAN FORCES WITHIN A PERIOD OF TIME AGREED TO 

BY BOTH GOVERNEMENTS. 10) THEREFORE 'WHEN THE GOVERNMENTS 

OF ANGOLA AND CUBA SEE THIS BECOME REALITY THE WITHDRAW!AL 

OF CUBAN FORCES STATIONED IN ANGOLAN TERRITORY WILL BE 

MADE BY THE SOVEREIGN DECISION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 

POPULAR REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA, ONCE THAT ANY AND ALL POSSIBILIT 

OF AGGRESSION OR ARMED INVASION HAVE CEASED IN THIS SENCE 

THE GOVERNMENT OF CUBA REITERATES THAT IT WILL ABIDE, 

WITHOUT HESITATION, BY ANY DECISION THAT THE SOVERIGN 

GOVERNMENT OF THE POPULAR REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA MAKES ABOUT 

THE WITHDRAWAL OF SAID FORCES. 

LUANDA FEBRUARY 4, 1982 

ISIDORO MALMERCA 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA PAULO T 

JORGE 

MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS OF THE POPULAR REPUBLIC OF 

ANGOLA. 

UN QUOTE 

SALEG WASHINGTON 12.2.82 1220 
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Transcript - English

In less than 20 days the South African troops advanced more than 700 kms, into
Angola territory. At the same time, in the north, regular foreign and mercenary troops
were coming dangerously close to the capital. It was at this time that President
Antonio Agustinho Neto asked for Cuba's military assistance. The heroic resistance of
the Angolan people, assisted by friendly intenationalist forces, permitted not only
stopped the advance of the South African racist troops some 200 kms from Luanda
but also expelling them from Angolan territory on March 27, 1976. The occupation of
Angola by South Africa constituted a serious threat for the nations of that region, and
in fact, for all independent Africa. Cuba's internationalist help to the Angolan people
in the resistance against the South African racist invaders is therefore a valuable
contribution to the struggle of the African people against colonialism, racism and
apartheid.

Since this action was justified, a directive of the principles and objectives of the
Movement of Nonaligned Nations, the Fifth Summit Conference celebrated in Sri
Lanka in August of 1976, said ‘'it congratulated the government of the people of
Angola for its heroic and victorious struggle against the racist invaders from South
Africa and their allies and praised the Republic of Cuba and the other nations that
helped the people of Angola to frustrate the expansionist and colonialist strategy of
the South Africa regime and its allies."

In agreement with this, the Cuban and Angolan governments declare: 

The presence and the departure of Cuban troops stationed in Angola represent a
bilateral matter between two sovereign states, the Popular Republic of Angola and
the Republic of Cuba, according to the contents of Article 41 of the UN Charter. 

The governments of Angola and Cuba, scarcely one month after the expulsion of the
South Africa racist troops, began a program of gradual reduction of Cuban troops, on
April 22, 1976. In less than one year, the Cuban military contingents were reduced by
more than one third. This process was stopped due to new exterior threats against
Angola.

The magnitude and the depth of the South African aggression against Kasinga, in May
1978, and the threatening presence of NATO paratroops stationed near its
northeastern border signified great danger to Angola and made even more necessary
the presence of the Cuban military troops and material to guarantee the territory's
and integrity.

In mid-1979, the governments of Angola and Cuba agreed, once again, to initiate
another program of gradual reduction of Cuban forces, but almost immediately, in
September of that year, the South Africans carried out repeated large scale acts of
aggression against the provinces of Cunche and Huila.

In August 1981, a large scale act of aggression took place with the invasion of the
province of Cunene by large contingents of regular South African troops armed with
powerful means of artillery, armored vehicles and dozens of airplanes and included,
in fact, the occupation of the provincial capital and other places for several weeks. In
spite of the condemnation by the international community of this criminal act, as
expressed in the Security Council resolution. Although vetoed by the USA, South
African troops persisted in occupying considerable areas of the provinces of Cunene
and Cuando-Cubango.

It is thus demonstrated that the carrying out of the gradual reduction program of
Cuban troops in the Popular Republic of Angola has been impeded several times
because of the constant and criminal attacks against Angola. 



Every year the USA and South Africa have increased the use, as a means of
aggression against Angola, of counterrevolutionary bands who have their
headquarters, training camps, military material warehouse and radio communication
centers in Namibia. Meanwhile, the present North American administration is today
giving greater economic and military support to South Africa, its policeman against
the Southern African people, with complete disdain for U.N., OAS, and the
Non-aligned Movement's resolutions as well as international public opinion. Therefore
the danger to Angola on the Frontline is greater than ever before.

Faced with the hypocritical stipulation of conditioning the question of Namibian
independence to the withdrawal of Cuban troops, the Angolan and Cuban
governments reiterate that the presence of these forces provoked by the external
aggression from the racist and fascist South African troops, in close alliance with the
USA, constitutes an absolutely sovereign and legitimate act of countries and
therefore is in no way related to the problem of Namibia.

If the unselfish struggle of SWAPO, the one and only legitimate representative of the
Namibian people, and the requirements by the international community should help
reach a true solution to the problem of Nambia, based on strict compliance with
Resolution 435/78 of the Security Council of the U.N. and if this would bring about a
truly independent government and the complete withdrawal of the South African
occupation troops to the other side of the Orange River, which would diminish
considerably the danger of aggression against Angola, the Angolan and Cuban
governments would analyze reinitiating the gradual reduction of Cuban forces within
a period of time agreed to by both governments. 

Therefore, when the governments of Angola and Cuba see this become reality, the
withdrawal of Cuban forces stationed in Angolan territory will be made by the
sovereign decision of the government of the popular Republic of Angola, once that
any and all possibility of aggression or armed invasion have ceased in this sense, the
government of Cuba reiterates that it will abide, without hesitation, by any decision
that the sovereign government of the Popular Republic of Angola makes about the
withdrawal of said forces.

Luanda, February 4, 1982

Isidoro Malmerca, Minister of Foreign Relations of the Republic of Cuba

Paulo T Jorge, Minister of Foreign Relations of the Popular Republic of Angola.

UN Quote

SALEG Washington 12.2.82 1220


