Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

June 15, 1954

Asian Peoples' Anti-Communist Conference, Press
Release No. 2

Citation:

"Asian Peoples' Anti-Communist Conference, Press Release No. 2", June 15, 1954, Wilson
Center Digital Archive, B-388-025, Documents Related to the Asian Anti-Communist
League Conference, Papers Related to Treaty-Making and International Conferences,

Syngman Rhee Institute, Yonsei University.
https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/118334

Summary:

President Syngman Rhee proposes a "Pacific Pact or Alliance of Mutual Security" for
non-communist countries in the Asia Pacific.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Syngman Rhee Institute, Yonsei University
Original Language:
English

Contents:

Original Scan


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson-Center Digital Archive

~.

ASIAN PEOPLES' ANTI-COMMUNIST COMFERENCE

15 June’ 1954
Chinhoe, Xorea

INFORMATICN SERVICE

For Press Relense Mo,2

TEXT OF SPEECH-BY PRESIDENT SYFGMAY REEE AT CHINHAE JUVE.15

First of all, ny very s~od friends and neichbors, let ne bid you 2 most
cordial welcone to #ore~ and Chinhae, We arc deenly hwny that vou have cone,
and I am sure thnt nl1 of us arc firnly resnlved to nalke this fonference o
truly nonentous occnsion in the histnry of Free East Asia, I shall try to
tell yom briefly this morninz ahout sone of the murnoses and intentions that
led us to cnll vou torether, Plense understand that I an not attenntine to
influence vou in any way, but an merely citing the record sn thot a1l of us
will start these nrocecdinss with 2 comon fund of infermation,

Ye have heard ruch disgnssicn, in recent nonths, of a Pacific Pact cor
Alliance of Mutual Security. But untj} taday all of this has been only tmlk.
Yothins~ renlly concrete hns been dene—not because of disinelination to ~ct,
tut becnuse the Pacific countries thenselves did nnt met tomether, Attennts
hy other patinns nf other continents to est~hlish such 5 noveiicnt will cone
to nwcht, as we alrendy hove seen in Furone,” VATO stands a2s the wrine
exarnle that such an alliance must cone fron within inste~d of beina sumer-
irmosed £ron without, The indiwvidunl national nemver of NATO does not
renlize the nature of the Commithist mennce, nnd srme ~f then are so for ame
as to he unwilling to nalke equnl and just contrittions of their ~wn to the
conien cruse,  This is not the kind of qﬁ orsnnization we want in the Pacific,
As a contrast, lnnk at what the Copunists are doin~y they are willins to

sacrifice evervthine for Comnunis™
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S0 it is-that we feel tho tine has come for the Pacific countrics to do
sonething for thensclves — to take - coriion action for the conmon security
before 1L 1s too late. In our certainty ?hat the Pacific nations have a
stronz desire for their own orsnnization, we took stons to nake nossible n
conference where Pacific countries nnd neonles could set torcther and
exnress their desires, All of us who renlize so st rongly thq'arnve danrers
of Corvunist exnansion thus may berin—even on ~ snall scale—n noveient
that will ston the cneny and eventuallv nush hin back toward the oblivien
thot is so essentinl if Frec Mon is to survive,

As you all know, President Chiang ond I hawmened to he torether smie
nonths Ao and thousht of this questien, We arreed nt that time to invite
the anti--Commmnist nations to set topether, and have heen trvins to Ao so
cver sinée, This sort of thins is s laree wndertakineg that is francht with
difficultics. We have thercfore not heen.successful in persuadin: all the
nations that should be here to cone, In sone cases, however, thot is weababdly
not the result of a lack of inter:st, tut of the fact that some comntrics
do not know nrecisely what we are trvin~ to do, We cannot blone then for
their caution, In the troubled world of today we cannnt axncct nations to
shut their eyes nnd nlunrc into novenants that they fecl they lmow nothin~
about,

Some nations nay h~re thowrht thot we were seekine to ~et then torether
to tell then what to do—that we were invitins our neirhbors to cona and
cndorse sone nlan that we had arrived at unilaterally, That is not tme,

It is not the snirit of this conference, Our idea is vory sinnle and renrc—
sents the essence of deuocratic nractice, It is sinnly that we a1l ~ot
torcther to exnress nur feelins and our suevestions, We shall ¢ive voice
to ours, and you to yours. Then’we §ha11 nmit our ideas and nronosnls
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torcther and let the nnjority decide in favor of those that amnear to have
the rreatest merit, That is why there is no fixed ~nd definite agenda for
this conference, Whot we say and do will ~row out of our nceds and our comion
exnerience,

Ye have come to renlize, in settins un this conference, thnt governments
involved in international relations do not feel at liverty to act freely
until they hwe consulted all their friends and_neighbors, and uatil they
find everythins is fully and clearly understood, Until that tinc cores,
they hesitate, But it was not nossible to he comnletely explicit nrelininary
to this conference. That is the nrime reason for the holdins of this neetins;
50 that we can be definite and to the noint in our further relationshins
with all the Free }'"tirns of our own rerior and of the rest of the world,

We nreswinbly are most interested here in cettins the neonles of the
East Asinn nations to exchange views, to discuss ways and nenns; md to
drnw up a resolution asreeable po the nnjority on an effective joint effort
to check and eventwnlly to reverse the terrible renlitv of continued
Communist exnansion, The Commupists‘qre'sucCessful everywhere hecause
they are ormnized, They sneak, act, and nlan with concerted effort, Their
finnl arrressions nre achieved by force of arms, but fheir ideclosical front
is even stronser nnd more innortant than their military front, Ufilizin?
nronasanda, infiltration, sahotare, and sinilar weanons, thev are winning
the summort of nillions of neonle everywhere, Mere military strength will
not be cnourh to save the Free Nations, We can establiéh'nreat armies, navies,
and air forces, but if we do not win the hattle of ideas, our nilitary
victories will mean 1little or nothine~, If we can win back these lost neonles,
we nay not have to ficht another areat unr, We nre 1n‘nwfu1 neril today only
becruse we have done nothins at the neonles! level during the last Y40 yenrs,

The Conmunist novenant nlacos strons ennhasis on tho unity of'neoples,'v

and thnt §s nerhavs the nrinetval reason for its awesone successes, We, too,
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nust n~ke our bid to unite the neonle of the world in the cause of freedon
and justice, We must t¥y to win back the uncduented, the uninforned, and
the disinterested, nand all those who huve been deceived by‘ConmuniSt nro-
naeanda, We must nersunde then of the horrors of Communisn; which destroys
the individuel, ~nd énlist then in an. anti-Conrmnist crusade that affords
the only hone for savin? all that we hnld nreciods. This canmalsm st
include the orpanization of anti-Communist sacieties, the conducting of
investisntions of Comrmunisy and {tsvnefariOus nlots, and the cncourasement
of searchlight miblicity thet will exnose the eneny and the enslovenent that
he is plannine for all of us, The neople. of tho-world nmust be enlichtencd.
They st be told nnd shown the mennce of pommunist of nzcression, If we can
do thnt, we con be assured that all decent, thinking, liberty~lovin: weonles
will be on our side—includine the countless millions of Chinese nnd Russinns
who hate Communism as deenly as we do. | ,

In gone pountries the ~overnments are nlready Communist or'Communist—
inclined, You, who are mntriotic citizens of vour beloved honelnnd nnd who
renlize so well that the Commnists scek to make your countrics sntellites
of the Soviet, may have to risk your lives by organizing revolutionary
novenents or anti-Communist fronts, . In doine so nrofit by the examnle thal
the Communists have set in the;r own international conspiracy, Make your
movenent as strons s nossidle, and do it quickly, Leave no.avenue of anmmeal
or persuasion untraveled, Unless you ficht back now, and nersuade millions
of others to fight with you, your nation will nerish, and the end of all
freedon everywhere will be that much closer, Today your life is not your
own: it is dedicated, as are the 1ives of all free men, to the nrincinle
that death is better than 1ife under Cor;munist onmression,

These have been some of the things, oy friends, that are.unnermost ip
our nminds, If a1l or gsome of you should acree with our views, in general,
we shall accent that narecment as an exoression of your true sentiments and

not. ag a merely courteous affirmative, On the other hand, if all or some of
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you disu”rce we want vou to feel nerfectly free to express ‘your own views, -
Lhen, after fu H exehnn;e'of_idens and adequate discussion, we can arrive

at conmon understanding and a7ree unon objectives ond-a statement of them.

4

s 3;'Li.su?rerﬁljusi as. enthusiasticallv-and nersistently as we caﬂaanythin"
that vou do here which 1s helnful and to the. 9dvantare of democrecy ar.d the

freedon of man.

N

_As everyone knows, one of our primary aims futhe establishrent of an E

’

anti-Connmuni st movement _We believe that if such.a mMovenent is to te effect1ve,
it rust stqrt with a sin 1eness of nUTNOSe that will bar memershin to any B
ation or neonle whose atfitude 1s not defin1te1v and n031tive1y nﬁainst
Conmunibm.. We must 1n nther words, wrotect ourselves asaninst deqtruct1on
fron within, This sane 51nrleness of nurnnse also should lead us to invite
the immediate uart1c1nat1on of every nation and peonle that is known to be
definitely on thevside of democratic nrincinles and ownosed to the Communists,
Likewise, every orsanization and every,sih?lc individunl arrayed asainst o
Cnmmuniem should stehd:with es——reaardless of where they may bve, In this -
crusade, which seeks the nernetuatior. of all that is worthwhile in civilization,
we can find comion cause 1n a nlan and nrogran for our own security,

We do not nresune to suvest which -nations and grouns should be-invited
to join with usiaed which should not be invited, That should be decided
after denecya%ic discuseien and ﬁempcrntic najority vote, I an fully nersuaded
that this cen ‘be t}:1e ‘be{?innin,r: of a movement that will have rreat and nerhans
decisive ﬁlebel_eignificance. If al1 anti--Communist neoplés of the wdrld
can be brou*ht together in connon endeavor, a freat sten forward will have
becn taken 1n the stru:yﬂe for survival nnd for a Free World, After you
have thorourhly discuss~d the nroblems involved, and have asreed unon
definite nlans for a course of action, I am quite sure that other nations

and veonles will become interested, will find out what we are trying to do,
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and then will Join with us, We hone that in a few nonths we can have o much
larrer conference, with far nore nations znd far nore peoﬁleg represented.
This, as you arc all awarc, 1s only o preliminary conference. But that is
still another reason for its ;reat importance, What We do hore will make
ﬁossible the ~rowth and the eventual triuanh of our cause,

In bidding vou a nost heartfelt welcome, I want to exnress my rerrels
that we lack better quarters for those of vou who have Come so far becuvse
of your interest in fishtin: Comrmnism, You all understand, I know, that
; this_wartorn country has no rexlly adequate nlace for a éonfeyence such as

this. Chinhae hanmens to be the only possible site available, and even hore
we have very limited buildings and nccopmodations. We werc forced to limit
the number of representatives attendinz, and even so you are finding that
there arc certain unavoidable inconveniences and disconforts, I hone thnt
you will not mind too much, and that vou will believe ne when I‘say that the
hosnitality in our hearts far transcends the physical poverty‘of our sfricgen
lend, It is our earnest hope that your love for your country, your neonle,
and for freedom itself is so great that you are wil}inﬂ to sacpifice alnost
erything to suard and nerpetuhte them, We are here, after all, not for
our own personal nleasure, but to protect all who love liberty asainst a
Communist totalitarianisn that ié the cnemy of all human freedom everywherc,
Some neople have quite naturally been anxious to find out whether
gartain nations were intercsted in this novement, What we are cqncepppd with,
hovever, is not so ruch what other countries think of us, bul what‘we—~the
Asintic countriés and neonle—think of this movenment, If you and I are
interested enouch in the‘conmon cause, and arc ¥41lin; to sacrifice a sreat
deal for it, this small becinning will scon have frown into a great nower
for good, If that hapnwens, and I am fully confident that it will, we shall

find that all the Frec Nations will be fully nreparcd to particinate and

b -



Wilson-Center Digital Archive Original Scan

to assist us in 4very way possible. We =urnosely did not discuss with any
of our friendly rovernments the question of whether or not they are in’
favor of this undertakins. The renson, as I have gaid before, is that we
have no-definite ohjectives nor nlans-nothinz that you can nut forth as a
concrete nronosal—until after we apr-c on somethin~ here. I obviously still
Ao not know wh~t this groun will do; that 1; murely un to you to decide.
As a teliever in democracy and freedom, I have not been in ~ nosition
to tell you what vou are zoin to do and what you 2re not ;eins to do;
Instend, I nerely sav to you that if we stand sn nrincinles of right and
Justice and on the deternination to defend the Pacific World and \asin
nainst Conrminist argeession, we shnll not lack for summort, I an fuliy
confident thnt the moenle and the govornnents of the United States and
-all the rest of the Frce World will cooperate and will stand beside us
in a sreat crusade to end omwression and brin~ that better world of
'tomorrow into existence today, We ask no nope——and certainly no léss—than
that covernnent of the neonle, by the neople, and for the neonle shall
nrevail not for just a few, hut for every nan, wonan, and child of this earth,
'Mny God ~uide us wisely in mr deliberhtions and thus sne-d the certain

triunnh of brotherhosd, of neace, and of freednn,



