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Letter from Margaret Thatcher to State President P.W. Botha, noting that the
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agreeable and would like to travel to South Africa in January.  She urges Botha to be
cooperative.
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Private Secretary to the 
Gtate President o£ the Republic of 
South Africa 

Bk!TISK EMBASSY 

HILL STUI!T. PRETORIA 

,, n~cernb~r 1985 

b~-- P~v.vtt ~c:..rJ ..... 
1 

I have been asked to pass to ~:u the encluaed 

!rom the Prima Miniater to the State President, which I have 

recei vecl Loday. 

.. 

P H Moberly 
KM Arnl>C<swa<lor 

.. 
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.. 

I'.!SSACE FROM 'l'HE PIUM1: MINISTER 1'0 THE STATE PRESIDENT, 

Ml< II' W BO'l'HA 

I write to !et you know that I had an O?portunity for a 

l o:->q dir;cuseion with tha membora of the Commonwealth Em1nont 

ParaO:'II Group during their recent Vilit to London. I wae 

greatly encouraged by thei r genorol approach and believe that 

you will be al1o. 'l'hay clearly gat on wall to;eth~r. I 

undt>rstand that tho two oo-Chainen are writing to you to aak 

whf!t.ht>r tht> IJroup can pay an early viait to South Afric•. 

They &t:sured 111e that they had taken care to couch it in t e rms 

acceptable to your Government. 

ln thA course of our meeting tha acmbora of tha Group ~•ld 

that they woll under l tood that it wa• no part of their t&ak to 

pnr[>Ort to tall the South llfrican Government 10or people how to 

organila their own affairs. Rather they raoogniaad that the i r 

mandata was simply to aoe if thay oould facilitate a d i alogue 

ba t ~Aen t he various communitiaa. Thay would be conducting 

t heir IDini on ae discreetly a a possible. They will not seek 

publ i city but have yet to work out how to respond to i nevitable 

preas interest in what thay recogniaed ia a vary aansit iv• 

~ i t u at i o n. They 1aid in tc~ ' that it wa• no part u£ their 

intention to •~harra11 the south African Government but rather 

to ba con;tructive. General Obalanj o acknowledged tha need 

to praaerve the etrength and buoyancy of the South African 

economy which he described •• i~port ant not only for South Africa 

itaalf but for the Southern African region as a whole. Tha 

Croup agreed with - \.hal the aix JDOnth period aant1ona4 in the 

C~onwaallh Accord vaa not a deadline but a "review clau••"· 

They a leo recognised thot it waa unrealhtic to expect cbangaa 

t o happen overnight. 
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effort to preserve this. 

w~re very anxious to st~rt on the ir task as soon as po•aible. 

They particularly a tkocS me to urge you tu let them Vi f>it. Sou th 

Africa 1n January. They recoq ni ~• that their first c;ty is 

to ..eet yo<J r Government and carry out whatever proqra. , " you 

might recommend, though they would subsequent ly al~ u l i ~e to 

eee rcprc~cntativea of all eo,..unities. In view or tl: e 

Croup's responciblc approach, I hope vary much that you will 

feel able to respond positively to their letter ~nu in 

particular ograe to ••• then beforQ the ena o! January as 

they a sk . 

1 have asked the co-Chairmen to keep me informed ot 

pro?ress in case I can help with any difficulties that may 

a riae. r would hop .. that you would limUarly feel abl e to 

taka me into your confidence in euch circumatanees. 

With my best wi shes, 

(MARGARET THATCHER) 

- 2 -

COSI"JD£NTIA I.. 
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Transcript - English

CONFIDENTIAL  
  
British Embassy   
Hill Street, Pretoria  
  
14 December 1985  
  
Private Secretary to the State President of the Republic of South Africa  
  
Dear Private Secretary, [written]  
  
I have been asked to pass to you the enclosed message from the Prime Minister to
the State President, which I have received today.  
  
Yours sincerely [written]  
[signature]  
P.H. Moberly   
HM Ambassador  
  
  
  
CONFIDENTIAL  
  
Message from the Prime Minister to the State President, Mr. P.W. Botha  
  
I write to let you know that I had an opportunity for a long discussion with the
members of the Commonwealth Eminent Persons Group during their recent visit to
London. I was greatly encouraged by their general approach and believe that you will
be also. They clearly get on well together. I understand that the two co-Chairmen are
writing to you to ask whether the group can pay an early visit to South Africa. They
assured me that they had taken care to couch it in terms acceptable to your
Government.  
  
In the course of our meeting the members of the Group said that they well
understood that it was no part of their task to purport to tell the South African
Government or people how to organize their own affairs. Rather they recognized that
their mandate was simply to see if they could facilitate a dialogue between the
various communities. They would be conducting their mission as discreetly as
possible. They will not seek publicity but have yet to work out how to respond to
inevitable press interest in what they recognized is a very sensitive situation. They
said in terms that it was no part of their intention to embarrass the South African
Government but rather to be constructive. General Obasanjo acknowledged the need
to preserve the strength and buoyancy of the South African economy which he
described as important not only for South Africa itself but for the Southern African
region as a whole. The Group agreed with me that the six month period mentioned in
the Commonwealth Accord was not a deadline but a “review clause”. They also
recognized that it was unrealistic to expect changes to happen overnight.  
  
[OMITTED] effort to preserve this. The Group made clear to me that they were very
anxious to start on their task as soon as possible. They particularly asked me to urge
you to let them visit South Africa in January. They recognize that their first day is to
meet your Government and carry out whatever programme you might recommend,
though they would subsequently also like to see representatives of all communities.
In view of the Group’s responsible approach, I hope very much that you will feel able



to respond positively to their letter and in particular agree to see them before the end
of January as they ask.  
  
I have asked the co-Chairman to keep me informed of progress in case I can help with
any difficulties that may arise. I would hope that you would similarly feel able to take
me into your confidence in such circumstances.  
  
With my best wishes,  
  
(MARGARET THATCHER)  


