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Summary:

In this Christmas Message, President Rhee addresses General Taylor and the US Forces.
He praises the US troops for their victory against the communist aggression during the
Korean War. Rhee recognizes America for continuing to “defend human liberty” not only
in Korea but in all of Asia. Rhee ends the message with the goal of creating a “free,
united, and democratic” Korea.
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0 GzneAL MAXWELL D, TAYLOUK AND ALL
PUILCES UNDKR HIS COMMARD

To all members of the United Nations Forces,
ailitary or civilian, I extend my warnest wishes for a
bleased Christmas. I realize it can hardly be a
merry one, for when vast distances separate husbands,
fathers, sons end sweethearts from those who mean most
to tham on this earth, it is difficult to concentrate
on Yuletide joys and the real resson for rejolcing.
Home is a magic word., Here, where so many things are
strange to the foreign born, home takes on edded
meaning. It stands for everything that is fine and
good and deairable anc sentimental. Yet the apirit of
Christmas is & wonderful thing that fills men's hearts.
Christiues is & time for rejoicing, for renewed hope
and faith.

If you will, you can experience a sense of
satisfaction over your presence in Korea at this time,
You responded to a call to defend human liberty, to
protect men, women and children and their hosies from
an aggressor. In answering the challenge to democracy
you can take consolation. The united effort turned
back the invaders who sought to subjugate the antire
peninsula or drive us all into ths sea, It 1s due to
you that we are sajoying fresdom in at least half of
our country. Further, your presence here has kept
the Communists from conquering the rest of the
continent of isla. Iou have prevented the front line
from sdvanasing closer to the California shores, closer
Lo your own homss wherever they nay be.

susther the world recognises your great achieve-
ments or not, you have indeed acoomplishsed ali this.
You should be satisfied in your own oconscience., It 1is
only natural that you would like to feel that the
great objectives of the United States and other
countries represented here have bdean attained, that
when you depart you will leave a free, united and
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desocratic Korea. But if you see this #oal still
unachievea, you also are aware that we understand. We
realise it ia not due to your lack of willingness oy
ability, but because of decisions made by the United
Nations policy makers which deprive you of the
oppertuiity.

Ve ure happy to remeabsr those courades of yours
who already have gons homs and hope they are enjoying
reunions with their families now. iie wish Jou
happiness us you celeorate this cccasion with us. I
Pray that God's richest bleasings be yours st this
Christmas time znd throushiout the coudng year.




