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Transcript - Japanese
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Wilson Center Digital Archive Translation - English

Top Secret Indefinite

Meeting Foreign Minister Ohira [Masayoshi] - Foreign Minister Ji Pengfei (Records)
(1972 September 26th ~ 27th)

- Japan-China Diplomatic Normalization Negotiations Record -

Asia Bureau, China Section

[...]

(Note: The following record was typed in May 1978 from the original normalization
negotiation records)

First Meeting

September 26 10:20 ~ 11:40
Great Hall of the People

In attendance

Japan

Foreign Minister Ohira

Asia Bureau Chief Yoshida [Kanzo]
Treaties Bureau Chief Takashima [Masuo]
Prime Minister’s Secretary Kiuchi [Akitano]
Chief Cabinet Secretary Nikaido [Susumu]
China Section Chief Hashimoto [Hiroshi]
Treaties Section Chief Kuriyama [Shoichi]
Foreign Ministry’s Secretary Fujii [Hiroakil
[Redacted]

China

Foreign Minister Ji Pengfei

Vice Foreign Minister Han Nianlong

Adviser to Foreign Ministry Zhang Xiangshan

Chief Secretary for the Department Asia Affairs Lu Wei

Assistant Chief Secretary for the Department Asia Affairs Wang Xiaoyun
Director of the Department Asia Affairs Chen Kang

Director of the Department Asia Affairs Gao E

Others

(Following greetings and small talk)

(Foreign Minister Ji) Premier Zhou [Enlai] has already expressed our great joy that
Prime Minister Tanaka and Foreign Minister Ohira have come to China. We have been
entrusted by our respective heads of government to deal with the specifics regarding
the normalization of relations. | believe this is a great task. Foreign Minister Ohira,
how are you thinking that we should proceed with our talks?

(Foreign Minister Ohira) First, on behalf of Prime Minister Tanaka and the rest of our



delegation, | would like to thank the Chinese delegation for its friendly and warm
reception. As Foreign Minister Ji has said, the task set before us is of great
importance. | hope that we may exchange our views frankly and reach laudable
results through mutual understanding. | was asked about how | want to proceed with
talks. For today, we would like to get your opinion on our draft of the joint declaration.

(FM Ji) That is fine. You have a draft?
(We give them our draft of the joint declaration [see Enclosure 1])

(FM Ohira) The text is still in Japanese. However, we will have our Treaties Bureau
Chief explain the details.

(The Treaties Bureau Chief spoke using the “Japan-China Joint Declaration
Explanation for China” that he had carried from Tokyo. The actual statements are
shown in Enclosure 1)

(FM Ohira) We would like to hear China’s comments regarding the above.

(FM Ji) Thank you very much for the explanation. As Premier Zhou stated yesterday,
there are several issues that we are having difficulty determining a solution for. For
instance, regarding the manner in which we address the end to hostilities, | am sure
Japan has many issues that it needs to work on. Likewise, because we are not able to
convince our citizens, we are not able to agree. Additionally, we cannot agree on
historical facts. Therefore, there is the need for us to think very hard and spend
ample time to talk. As Premier Zhou has stated, | want for us to think hard to find a
solution. We have also prepared a draft. (They hand us the draft. Enclosure 2). We
made this draft taking into account the Japanese sides thoughts. Clause 1 on the
state of war is left as we have written it before. Japan says that the difficulty is
convincing the Diet about the Japan-Taiwan Treaty, but the Japan draft will not be
able to convince the Chinese people. The Chinese people must be told clearly when
the state of war had ended. We want for Japan to closely examine the wording of the
Chinese draft. This draft includes a preamble, as well. The order of some of the
clauses have been changed. We will also closely examine the topics brought up by
Japan, so please closely examine our draft. We put parentheses around topics that we
want your comments for.

The main topics of our conversation are: the issue regarding the state of war; how to
express the “Three Principles;” and whether to make the peace and friendship treaty
a separate clause.

To give ourselves all time to study these documents, we propose to leave the
discussion here for today.

(FM Ohira) We will also study the documents closely.
(FM Ji) That is fine. We will need to solve these issues.

(FM Ohira) We think so, as well.



