Digital Archive

. . - digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org
International History Declassified

W Wilson
Center

January 1951

Report to 1. V. Stalin on Possible Visit of the Iranian
Shah to Moscow

Citation:
"Report to I. V. Stalin on Possible Visit of the Iranian Shah to Moscow", January 1951,
Wilson Center Digital Archive, RGASPI, f. 82, op. 2, d. 1219, |. 31-33. Obtained by Jamil

Hasanli and translated for CWIHP by Gary Goldberg.
https://digitalarchive.umd.edu/document/119161

Summary:

Report on the possibility of a visit by the Iranian Shah to Moscow. Endorses the idea of
entertaining the possibility, noting that rejecting his request to come to Moscow could
push the ruling circles of Iran closer to the Western bloc.

Credits:

This document was made possible with support from Leon Levy Foundation
Original Language:

Russian

Contents:

Original Scan
Translation - English


digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org

Wilson Center Digital Archive _ Original Scan /é,}'

\/ )

\,;

S

ey,

2/

Gea.cexpewsc. KB eeus

%‘W - Tosapamy CTATMHY X.B. P< ( “

o ccedmeﬁnm nocna CCCP B #pane 7.Cajumkosa /wenerpanna
¥ 13,14/ masansEuk Kammenspunm maxa Hypsas B 6ecefe co BTODHM
cexperaper llocoancena @.Hysﬁeﬁoﬁuu 4 smBaps e.r,, yKasaB Ha
YCHAEHHKS aﬂbno-amepngaaeaaﬁ nponarapjd B Hpame nporrs Comer-
ckoro Cowaa M Ba HENATENBHOCTD NpEEATS C Hame# CTOPORH MepH
K TOMy, YTOGH NAPANM30BATH DTy BDEXHY® HPONATAEAY ® YCHOKO-
ATH maxa, ckasan: "loueMy 6H CoBercKoMy [lpaBMTEnbCTBy HE NpH-
rracuts K cefie maxa, TOM §omes, YTO OH HYEAAETCH B KyPOPTHOM
NEYeEAH B TAKOM Mec?e, Kak EMCioBOjCK uiE HeneasHoBOACK"
Hypsap AoGaBui, 4P0 WAX ¢ yEOBOJALCTBHEM NPAMET NpATIAmEHHE
CoBerckoro npaBaTenncrBa ¥ mnocerur UGCP.

T.CagumxoB cumraer, upo Hypsaj pPemHN BCTPETETHCHA C
corpyAunxoM HoconscrBa CCCP B Mpane no HODYyYEHUR @axa K YFO
270 HOATBEDEAAETCH HE TOABKO COoZepEaHueM §6CEAH, HO H TeM,
uro Hypsag cuexn Qesﬁxegaﬂﬂn 8a8BUPH T.Hysﬂeﬁosy, gpo max
3HaeT O ero BCTpPeve C HAM. Hypsaj BHCKasa HOgeNaH#e BCTPe-
THTHCH B cgeayw&nﬁ Pas C COBETHHKOM loconscrsa u 7 Ky auenossiu,
paccénwmaaa, OYeBEAHO, Ha NOJyYEOHHE OTBETA HO NOBOAY HOE3LKH
maxa B CCCP. | ﬁ

Crepyer OTMOTATH, YTO 9TC HE HepDBas NONHTKA ©aXa HO-
30HAMPOBATH HOYBY Aad cBoell noesiki B Comerckuil Jows. B
1950 r. max npeinpEHAMAX TaKyw DOHHTKy uepes xynna Hocparana,
penyrara Pagm # nedars. B orBer Ha 5707 sonjax maxa T.0ag-
upKoBy GHIo jamo ykasamke /renerpamua ¥ 412 or 16.VH.1950 r./
HIOKA& OTPAHAYMTHCH TEM, UYro A4Th BHaTh maxy, 4ro (OBETCKOE
[lpaBaTeRBECTEO CPOANO H CTOHT 32 yHyYHEHUE XPaHO-COBETCKEX

OTHOMEHHH M 4TO yXyANEHHE 3THX OPHOMHOHKH HE 3aBHCeNO OF
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Copercroro Cowaa™, a Taxkxe "yKasarh, 4ro CoBET@KOS lipapz-
PeasCTRO M nmuso 'aaBa ComercKoro Hpaané335CTBa.PeHepaxue-
cemyc Crangp BCcerja ONAPOXENATENBHO OPHOCHAMCHE H OTHOCHAP-
cq k lipany. Ecir max erpeﬁxwea YAY4dKTE BEPAHO-COBETCKRHEE
OTHOWEHEH, TO 2P0 MOWHO TOJIBKO ADEBETCTROBATS .

T.uagﬁnxan CUYKTAET LeAecoolpasHHM HE OPKIOHATH HONHTKY
HaxXa BHACHETE BOBMOHHOCTRE €r0 MOS3ARA B CCGr /wenernanma
P 26-30/. OPrioHGERE HOBOR HONUTKA WAXA AOTOBOPUTHCA C HAME
o ndeanne B CCCP Zns HOHOCPELCTRBEOBHOR BCTPSYE X NEePEeTOBODPOB

Vv ¢ pykoBoakrensuMm Coperckoro Cowsa, max MOEeT pacﬁeazrs Kag

Hame aemeﬁaaue'ngewﬁ C BAM Jen0 B KaK [OK33aPeApCTBO TFOIO,
HTO MK MATAGK KaKAS-TO OCOGHE HAMEPEHMs B OTHOWEHuH fpaHa,
JTO0 MOHET OPPOIKHYTH Haxa o@‘aac'g no6yAuTh €ro NPHHATPH
aMepiKanck#e tpeloBalZs O RCTymneB4X [ADaHA B sanajHyi 6IOK,
EPOTHR YSPO HEKOTOPHE HPEJCTABATENH npaaﬂﬁﬁz Kpyros ¥Ypara
B HACTOAflEE BpeMs BO3paxaw?, npepnoduras, 4106y {pan
NprAepPEMBANCHE HO3HLHY HefTpansrera. | |

MocanaHKR BpaA JHM OTHECETCA HeAOODORENATOABHO K BOZ-
moxrO¥ moesjke maxa B CCCP, mpuusu 7.CajuuKkoB HE HCKANYaET
POPO, YPO IUIBH NOGSAKA HAXA B HOCKBY HDEABADHTEIHHO OOCYHE-~
nes ¢ Hocagnurom, lipuesn maxa 2 COCP cmnocoScrroBan OH
yAyYHECHA® COBETCKO~APAHCKHX OrBOmerZi, MOT O 0Snervzts
peleHde BOHDOCA O cygﬁﬁe‘ROﬁnaHﬁm "parputa” B SnaroppmaT-
HOM AAx KEaC HAHDABAGHHH, A TARRe NPOUsBed OF NOJORUTENLHOE

BHEYaTiEHKE HA JApyree crpani Upejserc H OIN¥¥Kero BocToka,
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Bempy sroro T.Cagumeop cuymTaeT HEAECcOO6DaSHHM napyﬁnrl
coperuury lloconbcTes r.Hsaapozy'n v.HySReLOBY BCTDOTHETHCH
¢ HypsajoM B CES838Th eMY - HOKE OT GBOETO HNMEHH, — WTO
noesgra maxa 3 Coperceril Coms B npaﬂunnevzpaxvnn MOEET

BCTP@THTh BOBPEXEHMO® CO CTOPOHH MOCEBH, HO YTO B HHTEPECEX

., Jeas XexsTeEbHO OHAO OH NPeEBADHTEXbHO SHEThH, EGEKHE BONDOCH

m8X Eexa: GH oOCYIRTh B MocKBe B OZHOBP@MEHHO CHDOCHTH
Hypsapna o ToM, He NOMOWADT AW WAXY xBRHe-AuGO 0GCTOATEB-
CTBEA OCYMECTBHTH NOGSHEY B MOCEEY:

MU CCCP cumreeT He@eCooGpasHHM HaTh TOB.CE&KYREORY
yRas8HHE O TOM, 4YToOH ToB.KysHenmo® BCTpOTHACH cuﬁypsanen
4 CEasax oMy, 4TO, INOCKOEBLREY us coobmenms Hypsapzs He sfcHO,
ReiCTBHTeNBHO BN mAX Xeanser nocerurs CCCP ¥ ecim xexaer,

TO KOFAS HMOHHO, OH He MOP FONOEMTh 006 ©TOM AOCHY.

B roii ®e TexerpauMmwe caoxyer olparnTb BEEME8HME T.[ajus-
ROB@ HA2 TO, YTO OH NPAAAET CIAWKOM GOXBEOE® BHEYGHHE eoobme~
mup Hypsage o XeXxaHpr maxg8 noceTaTh Coperernd Cops A He
yOuTHBEET TOrQ, YTO TAROE saﬁgax,apaaﬁn, OYeBUAHO, NpPef-
APAHKMADT ¢ LNEADD HCHOXLSOBATH 6rC, P CAYYSS HANEro NONO-
ZMTEALHO OTHOHEHUA, B CHOMX HERAX.

NpoerT yrRasaHdi T.BaJURKOBY MCAPAENGH B COOTBETCTBHH
¢ 3SMOUSHAAME, CAONJHHHMHA He sscexsHms B LUK BKA/6/ 16 an-
Bapa.

MIpoekT NMOCTAHOBIGHKA NDAREPSETCH.

fipowy pacoMoTpeTh.

| /A.T'pounze/
= = gupaps 1952 r.
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Top Secret Copy [left blank]
to Cde. I. V. STALIN

According to a report from Cde. Sadchikov, the Soviet Ambassador in Iran (telegram
13,14), in a conversation with Embassy Second Secretary Cde. Kuznetsov on 4
January of this year Nurzad, the chief of the Shah's office, pointing to an increase of
Anglo-American propaganda in Iran against the Soviet Union and the desirability of
our side taking steps to shut down [paralizovat'] this harmful propaganda and calm
the Shah, said, "Why does the Soviet Union not invite the Shah to visit, especially
since he needs a spa cure in a place like Kislovodsk or Zheleznovodsk". Nurzad added
that the Shah would gladly accept an invitation from the Soviet government and visit
the USSR.

Cde. Sadchikov thinks that Nurzad decided to meet with an official of the Soviet
Embassy in Iran at the Shah's instruction and that this is confirmed not only by the
substance of the conversation but also by the fact that Nurzad considered it
necessary to tell Cde. Kuznetsov that the Shah knows of his meeting with him. Nurzad
expressed a desire to meet next time with the Embassy counselor and Cde.
Kuznetsov, obviously counting on receiving a reply concerning a visit to the USSR by
the Shah.

It ought to be noted that this is not the first attempt by the Shah to test the grounds
for his trip to the Soviet Union. In 1950 the Shah made such an attempt through the
merchant Nostrayan, Deputy Rafi, and the press. In reply to this overture by the Shah
Cde. Sadchikov was given instructions (telegram N2 412 of 16 August 1950) to limit
himself for the time being to letting the Shah know, "that the Soviet Union has been
and still is in favor of an improvement of Soviet-lIranian relations and that the
worsening of these relations did not depend on the Soviet Union" and "to point out
that the Soviet Government and the Head of the Soviet State, Generalissimus Stalin
personally, have always been and [still] are favorably inclined toward Iran. If the Shah
strives to improve Soviet-Iranian relations, then this could only be welcomed".

Cde. Sadchikov thinks it advisable not to reject the Shah's attempt to investigate the
possibility of his visit to the USSR (telegram N2 26-30). The Shah might regard a
rejection of a new attempt by the Shah to come to agreement with us about a visit to
the USSR for a direct meeting and talks with the leaders of the Soviet Union as our
reluctance to deal with him and as evidence that we harbor some special intentions
with respect to Iran. This might drive the Shah away from us and cause him to accept
American demands for Iran to join the Western bloc, to which some representatives of
the ruling circles of Iran object at the present time, preferring that Iran keep to a
position of neutrality.

Mossadegh would hardly regard a possible visit by the Shah to the USSR negatively;
besides, Cde. Sadchikov does not exclude that the plan for the Shah's visit to Moscow
was discussed with Mossadegh in advance. The Shah's arrival in the USSR would
promote the improvement of Soviet-Iranian relations, could facilitate the resolution of
the issue of the fate of the "lranryba" company in a direction favorable to us, and
would also make a favorable impression on other countries of the Near and Middle
East.

In view of this Cde. Sadchikov considers it advisable to charge Embassy Counselor
Cde. Inoyarov and Cde. Kuznetsov with meeting Nurzad and telling him, for now on
their own behalf, that a visit by the Shah to the Soviet Union would in principle hardly
meet with objection by Moscow but in the interests of the matter it would be
desirable to know in advance what issues the Shah would like to discuss in Moscow
and at the same time to ask Nurzad whether any circumstances prevent the Shah
from paying a visit to Moscow.



The USSR MFA thinks it advisable to give Cde. Sadchikov instructions so that Cde.
Kuznetsov meets with Nurzad and tells him that, inasmuch it is not clear from
Nurzad's information whether the Shah actually desires to visit the USSR and if he
does exactly when, he could not report about this to the Ambassador.

In the same telegram Cde. Sadchikov's attention ought to be directed to the fact that
he attaches too much significance to Nurzad's report about the Shah's desire to visit
the Soviet Union and does not take into account that the Iranians are evidently
making such an overture in order to use it for their purposes in the event that we
have a favorable attitude.

The draft instructions to Cde. Sadchikov have been corrected in accordance with the
comments made a meeting in the 16 January VKP(b) CC meeting.

A draft decree is attached.
Please examine [it].

000000Oo/A. Gromyko/
[date left blank] January 1952
Ne [left blank]

[Translator's note: in a separate document dated 11 January 1952 and numbered N¢
37-gi Gromyko addresses the same message to Molotov; the document was also
distributed to Malenkov, Mikoyan, Bulganin, and Khrushchev. Another version of this
telegram, N938-gi dated 12 January 1952, was addressed to Stalin and distributed to
Molotov, Malenkov, Beria, Mikoyan, Kaganovich, Bulganin, and Khrushchev]



