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This extract from a collection of DIA reports on national nuclear weapons programs,
focuses on North Korea - which is discussed in the both the key judgments section as
well as in a chapter which examines several aspects of the North Korean nuclear
program. The chapter examines North Korea’s nuclear infrastructure, fuel cycle, the
extent of foreign assistance, treaty obligations, the nuclear program and possible future
developments, and delivery vehicles.
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Nuclear Proliferation Data Sheets (U)

(U) The prollferation of nuclear weapons poses n tremendous risk lo world security and
stability. Since the development of nuclear weapons by the Uniled States in World War I1,
four additional countries (the former Soviet Union, Great Britain, France, and China) have
developed nuclear weapon stockpiles. The changes taking place in the former Saviet
Union and the revelations about the Iraql auclear program In the aftermath of Desert
Storm have increused the level of concern ubout the status of nuclear programs in other
countries and their potential threat ta U.S. forces and interests.

<aANEAYMErThe ready availability of open source information from which nuclear weap-
ons designs can be developed means that the critical ingredient is only the praduction or
acquisition of fissile material. Massive efforts to complete nuclear facilities have taken
"place in several countrics, including India, lrag, lsruel, North Korea, Pakistan. and South
Africa. These facilities could have nuclear weapons applications as well as peaceful civil-
ian applications. International treaties and export controls have concentrated on safe-
guarding auclear materials, facilitics, and technology. The only proliferation country
known to have detonated  nuclear device is Indi whlch conducted such a test in [974

T g e i

Several other countries have advanced nucleer fuel ¢yclw and have the nuclenr infrastruc-
ture to develop nuclear weapons if they were to decide to do so, The growing concemn in
the 19905 is that more sophisticated nuclear countries, such as China, Pakistan, or Narth
Karea, will assist others with whom they have close political ties and over which the
United States has little infuence.

=&»The DIA Nuclear Praliferation Data Sheets provide concise intelligence assessments
for specific countries. These assessments are based on previous DIA publications, includ-
ing aperiodic in-depth studies of a particular nuclear program or aspect of nuclear prolifer-
ation. Data Sheets on individual countries, together with a summary of all countries of
nuclear proliferation concern, will be issued as naew analyses become available.
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North Korea =t$24P#t) North Korea initiated o high-priority nuclear program in the 1970s. Their
repracessing facility will likely be operational in 1992 and, if no problems are encountered
ve a deployed nuclear weapon within two yecars.

(b)(1 )1 A (c)
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(X114 (e) Lo e If such a facility has been operating for some time, .
North Korea might already have a nuclear device.
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NORTH KOREA
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Ruclear Infrastructure

Forelgn Assistance

(L)(1),1.4(c)
+AEANE North Korea's 30 MW plutonium pro-
duction reactor Gecame operational in 1987

Koreans have claimed this reactor produces 5 MW ¢
electricity. A second plutonium production reactor
with a 50 kilograms annual capacity is estimated to be
operational by the end of 1992. However, North Korea

teclared 10 the IAEA lhnt this reaclor would produce
50 MWe L T y

oy vk

(bX1),1.4 (¢) )
reprocessing facility to recover plu-
tonium from production reactor fuel is externally com-
plete and could be operational in 1992, Reprocessing
of all accumulated irradiated fuel could only take a
few months, and plant operation may be difficull to
observe by national technical means.

Nuclear Fuel Gycle

=(SMNFAWIN) The North Koreans possess a complete
indigenous plutonium fuel eycle, including vranium
mines, are concentration facilities, fuel element fabri-
cation facility, plutonium production reactor. and
reprocessing facility.

~+SANPAWNY North Korea received no direct assis-
tance from fareign povernments in the development of
their nuclear program, but their indigenous program
did make use of openly available foreign reactor
designs, North Korea did seek out the training, equip-
ment, and suppliers for their program from numerous
countries around the world.

Treaty Obllpations

<SANFAMM North Korea signed the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferatlon of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) in
December {985 and agreed to sign and implement a
full-scope safeguards agreement within 18 months. In
December 1991, they indicaied that they would sign
the safeguards agresment. In eddition, on 31 Decem-
ber 1991, North and South Korea agreed to a Korean
Peninsula non-nyclearization joint declaration ban-
ning the testing, manufacture, production, possession,
storage, deployment, receiving and use of auclear
weapons. The North Koreans ratified the NPT in
April 1992, An IAEA inspection team conducted o
two week inspection in June 1992 R AT

oy ol

i
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Nuclear Weapens Program and Future [—
Developments ' | R
ST T =i | North Korea's longer-term nuclear
. hEgriren Y i weapen production goals are uncertain eosl KO )1.ake)
i - 5 T |North and South Korea are
: ' currently holding discussions on the inspection of
: their respective nuclear facilities.
T
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