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g7 feeadt w@d & 1 S 919 wEarl
¥ fra W@t & ST AT 3@ @I |
Fad T1g S 7T 98T 5 a1 ug feafa
QTETH g AW g F fav |
¥ guaar g {5 oaF fam W ag awig
AT weawg waws § fe wa@ w&
9T T 7T €, 7 faaik § WX g
T F FICHFRAAy &k E ar 7
fraa € 1 7 @O o W W9 aw
g7 feafe § <@ fF #fafe # O afis
gfaT ¥ oF gE ¥ FT IS A A4
amd ®T g qfa-dew A oaRr
LA S

SHRI MORARJI R. DESAI: May I
eorrect my hon. friend? The Home
Minister has made nq charges of cor-
ruption against me. Nor have I made
any charges of corruptioa against him,
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ot wwenafe oy« S g, 0y
arT odY &, W 57 R £ fr AR fawe
T AT § A I @ F fgars
wrrar & | arg 3w g, Afww wdw
AT & Sgi AT AT I9F JFqeq |
grifas g 91 & 37 w1 wiaAew @2
¢ SEIT AT gweT N agr

“I am surrounded by corrupt peo-
ple and 1 am relieved because 1 am
out of the Cabinet now.”

¥g YT Sgia v qF aga wify e
f & faw w7 g or 04, =ifs
& art M3 & faw g a7 w1 AW
& 1 a1 S JIIT 7T AT H, FHIATC
qal ¥, FFasAl ¥ 9 919 ¥ oar & fr
arR #3e giafagl & T3 M & faw
g qA § @ § AR frww wan g
Ttz &, o Y gt €1 Uge faer
gi & M AqEm AF A ¥ I F FATHY
FAAT R AT fas & ownr
B 9T 33T TR AR AT AT AT,
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between P.M. and
er-Home Minister
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& gE% ST A HIT e’ GeHT &L |
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1 p.M.

CALLING ATTENTION TO A MAT-
TER OF URGENT PUBLIC
IMPORTANCE

Reported statement of the Prime Mi-
nister to the effect that India wounld
not undertake Nuclear Exp.osiong even
for peaceful purposes and the views
expressed by him on the previous
Nuclear Explosion in India in 1974

SHR] KALP NATH RAI (Uttar
Pradesh): Sir, I beg to call the atten-
tion of the Prime Minister to his re-
porteq statement that India would not
undertake nuclear explosions even for
peacefu] purposes and the views ex-
pressed by him on the previous
nuclear explosion in India <in 1974
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THE PRIME MINISTER (SHRI
MORARJI R, DESAI): Mr. Chair-
man, Sir, my honourable friends have
ruised two questions t» which they
wish to calk my attention. The first
question relates to my statement that
India would not undertake nuclear
explosion even for peaceful purposes
and the secong question refers to the
views expressed by me on the
Pokharan explosion in 1974,

Let me deal with the first question.
The House must appreciate that
science which exists to serve mankind
has moved a long way since the first
explosion of atomic bomb at Hiro-
shima, which in itself had awakened
the conscience of the entire world to
the immense potentiality of mass des-
truction by the use of nuclear science
for military purposes. That awaken-
ing has grown and not declined with
the passage of time and increaseq in
qualitative and quantitative terms in
regard to the arsenaj of destructive
atomic weapons by the Super Powers.
The world has progressively realised
more and more that this race in mu-
tually destructive weapons has Tn it
the germs of extermination of all life
on this planet of the Earth itself. The
so-talley nuclear geterrent has not
led to any reductipn in this arsenal,
in fact it hag led to accumulation of
this weaponry particularly among the
two leading powers of the world,
U.S.A, and USSR. It is g tribute to
this gwakening that these two powers
have themselves shown an increasing
awareness of these dangers agad have
addresseg themselves to the task of
reducing the extent of that danger and
realise the necessity of eleminating
such weaponry, altogether.

The question of nuclear science, in
the context of this development, has
therefore hecome not merely a scien-
tific problem but a political ang hu-
manitarian problem also. I am sure
that this House wil] appreciate the
fact that it is no longer for the scien-
tists to call the tune in that field.
The atomic energy hag been utilised
more for military tha, for peaceful
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purposes both from the point of view
of investment and research. The his-
tory of development of nuclear re-
search has shown that the temptation
to switch over from peacefu] to non-
peaceful purposeg has proveq difficult
to resist on the part of those coun-
tries which consider it a matter of
politicak and strategic advantage and
resort to explosions ostensibly for
peaceful purposes but ip reality for
military technology. During the Jast
33 years the number of such powers
has grown from one namely U.S.A.
to seven ie. U.S.A., USS.R., U.X.,
France ang China with Israel and
South Africa among the suspects.

We have hitherto concentrated al-
most wholly on pursuit of nuclear
research and development for peace-
ful purposes. I say almost wholly in
view of the explosion at Pokharan in
1974 which has been taken by the
world at large a5 a departure from
that policy and the consequences of
which we experience every time we
enter into any cooperation and colla-
boration arrangement for the fulfil-
ment of gur need of fuel and equip-
ment for the conduct of research and
development. At every step we have
to face doubts and gsuspiciong of
our intentions in all the countries from
which we have to import these,
without which gur research ang de-
velopment have heen suffering and
will continue to suffer 5 set-back, At
the same time even the US.A. and
U.S.S.R. have been realising the
dangerg of explosions, They have
already entered into a treaty to aban-
don overground tests. They are nego-
tiating about the comprehensive ban-
ning of the tests altogether including
peacefu] nuclear explosion for at least
3 or 5 years. Special session of UN.
General Assembly on Disarmament
has calleq for the expeditious conclu-
sion of the Commnrehensive Test Ban
Treaty. The question of peaceful
nuclear explosionsg has ceased to re-
main 3 national jssue onlv: it has he-
come an issue for collective delibera-
tions of the world wvowers, big or
small, super or otherwise.
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As regards scientific necessity of ex-
plosions, I have already stated that
the main countries in which auclear
research is taking place are moving
away from such explosiong except
for military purposes. Apart from
this I cannot think of any use of such
explosiong which cannot be obtained
by other means except that the alter-
natives would be more expensive and
time-consuming. Should we subject
thousandg of people in the vicinity to
hazards which are associated with
nuclear cxplosions 1merely to save
time and money? As regards the
scientific value of such explosions
from my knowledge of the result of
Pokharan explosion I fing that the
‘experiment’ if it can be called that
merely confirmed certain theoretical
knowledge and gave some information
of the behaviour of radioactivity and
neighbouring rocks ang shells which
was considered to be of value. I pe-
gard these resultg inadeguate compen-
sation for the jolt to international
opinion which it has imported and the
consequences it has had on our peace-
ful pursuit of nuclear research and
development. It is true that in this
development we have taken z unila-
teral gecisio, to abjure explosions
even for peacefu] purposes. We now
stand justified by the developing con-
science of the whole world on it. It
seems that France and Ching have
chosen to follow their own indepen-
dent line, So far as France is con-
cerned it hag been adapting itself to
the vyoice of that conscience. It has
accepteq certain safeguards ip the
exercise of its own individual judge-
ment. As for China it is my firm
conviction that one day it would also
have to bend before the judgmeni of
the world and respong to the univer-
sal demand for a halt to the builg up
of nuclear arsenal amg itg reduction
with a view to enventual elimination.

Scientific  discoveries like gun-
rowder, automobile electricity, air-
raft, electronics and atomic energy
1ave uses both peaceful ang othar-
vise, Of these the puclear energy
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can be the most destructive of man-
kind and even the world. The world
is getling increasingly alert to that
danger. It i incumbent gn all the
nationg of the worlg to save the
world from that catastrophe which
has cast its dark shadow over it, We
have to do g0 in time and my sub-
mission is that that time is here and
now.

So far as India ig concerneq, as a
nation we have been traditionally
devoteq to peace. Throughout history
we have stood for certain spiritual
and moral values in the light of which
we developed gqur own lineg of inter-
nalb ang external policies. If we stand
for those values and if we translate
into actual policies that passiop for
peace and love of humanity for which
the world knows us ang if we are
sincere about disarmament znd uni-
versal brotherhood, there is no alter-
native for us but to stand for exer-
cising the demopn of use of the nu-
clear science for non-peaceful pur-
poses. To my ming the only way
to secure this objective is by way of
outlawing all atomic tests or explo-
sions. This is the objective tg which
the worlq is moving and this is the
goal which we have get for ourselves.
This ig the field in which we have
to set an example,

I shall now come to the second pro-
blem namely my views on the nuclear
explosion at Pokharan in 1974, 1
know from my discussions with heads
of foreign countries hoy much mis-
understanding that explosion hag
created in their gssessment of our de-
votion to pursuit of this great scien-
tific discovery of modern times. Nor
am I convineced that we have gained
information of scientific value for
peaceful use which woulg justify the
risk of such misunderstanding und
consequential embarrassment  the
international relationship on this
issue. Scientists pnow realise what
handicaps they are experiencing in
carrying on with their research acti-
vities. The way it was carried out
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in secret exposed us to the accusa-
tions made against us both internally
ang externally. The manner in which
we indulged in self praise after the
explosion and it was exploited for
the sake of prestige both internaliy
and externally ang in the light of the
scientific value and necessity of the
results achieved, there is only one
conclusion which can be reached and
it is that the considerations were
more political than scientific. 1 feel I
am justified in thinking that it was
done more for political than for
scientific gains. At the same time I
should 1iike to wake it clear that 1
have maintaineq and said so to
foreign dignitaries with whom I have
discussed the matter that I do mnot
believe that Pokharan explosion was
directed towards a switch gver to
military purpose.

I have deliberately decideq to ex-
plain the points which underline this
calling attention matter in order to
enable the House to view it in the
broader perspective of our traditions,
our gpiritual and moral valueg and our
passion for peace, our love for huma-
nity, the children of Mother Earth of
which we are an undissoluble consti-
tuent element. We have t, attempt
to save the world from the holocaust
of a much greater nuclear explosion
than the explosion at Pokharan, Let
the House keep before it this wider
concept in dealing with qur policy in

regard to explosiong for peaceful
purposes. e )
MR, CHAIRMAN: The House

standg adjourned and it will reassem-
ble at 2.15 p.M.

The House then adjourned
for lunch at eleven minutes
past one of the clock.

——

The House reassembley after lunch
at seventeen minutes past two of the
clock, Mr. Deputy Chalmman in the
Chair.

SABHA ] P.M.’s Statement on

Original Scan

140
Nuclear Explosion
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
PUBLIC UNDERTAKINGS
SHRI HARISINH BHAGUBAVA
MAHIDA (Gujarat): 1 beg to lay on

the Table a copy of the Fourteenth -

Report of the Committee on Public
Undertakings (1978-79) on Jute Cor-
poration of India Ltd—Organisational
Matters.

———

CALLING ATTENTION TO A MAT-
TER OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPOR-
TANCE

Reported statement of the Primg Mi-
nistey to the effect that India would
not undertake Nuclear Explosions
even for peaceful purpeses and thes
views expressed by him on the pre-
vioug Nuclear Explosion i, India in
1974—contd.
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