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20 January

I visited Kim Il Sung and delivered a memo to him in accordance with your Instruction
Nº 35.

In conversation Kim Il Sung said that Korean scientists have long raised the question
to us of getting an opportunity to work in the field of nuclear research, to which we
told them that when the opportunity and need arise such conditions will be created,
and the USSR will not forget us in this.

Kim expressed gratitude for the material passed [him] and said that they will discuss
it and report the results separately.

Then Kim asked for advice with respect to ways to reduce the labor force in
construction. He said at on 25 January a republic conference of construction workers
will open at which he intends to speak. One hundred and sixty thousand people are
engaged in the construction field, everything is done manually, the work is wasteful,
he said, while this amount of construction can be done with 50% of the workers. This
would allow us to free up a large amount of the work force and send it to new mills
and plants, and to agriculture. By [doing] this we will also save a considerable
amount of rice rations. 

I promised to discuss the issue with specialists and meet with him additionally.

Nam Il was present at the conversation.

xxx

I received Chinese Ambassador Pang Zili. The latter provided information about the
position of the Chinese government with respect to the reorganization of the Neutral
Commission proposed by Swedish Minister of Foreign Affairs Unden, and said that the
Korean friends share this position.

I replied that also the Soviet government also completely supports the position of the
Chinese and Korean representatives on this issue.

Then Pang Zili passed an invitation to officials of the Soviet Embassy, and the GUEhS
and Trade Missions from the command of the headquarters of the People's Volunteers
to visit the headquarters and military subunits with the purpose of acquainting
themselves with the lives of the soldiers and officers of the Chinese Army.

I expressed gratitude for the invitation and said that the timeframe of the visit and
the composition of the participants would be reported later.

[…]

Soviet Ambassador in the DPRK [signature]
(V. Ivanov)
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