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CONFIREITT T,

CD3 2°P0RT 1O, 031

Fxcellency,
T h=sve the honour to submit the “eekly Report o, 031 cover-
1

ing the following points:

1., General .leview of the Situetion of
the Repullic of Vietnam

2. Publications on Korean Problem
3. VWhat hzvpened in Vietnam

L, Yews fron idj2cent Countries

|—
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General Review of the Situation of the
sepublic of Vietnam

Since assurption of povwer by President Ngo Dinh Diem in
July, 1954, the history of Vietnam has reached the turning point,
rrom the first he was confronted with the immense refugee probiem:
long lines of refugees streaming dovm from North Vietnom to the
Southern part of his country creating the largest such operation
known and which was called %XODUS, His second vroblem was to ask
the “rench to leave; and the third problem the elimination of all
the evil activities which were so evident in Vietnam such as
garbling dens; houses of prostitution; and opium dens, He hsd to
eliminite the play-boy Emperor Bao Dai, and establish a Rerublic
through the referendum of the veople vhich they exercised for
the first tire in their history on 26th October, 1955, The ballots
save him zbsolute majority support of his veople,

President Diem has completed all these accomplishrents in
less than 16 rmonths, and the da- of 26th October 1955 marked the
r

. - o 20
first ctage of his strugnle for full indenendence. ¥
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He then entered the second stae of his struggle, narely,

democratization of his stil) weak Republic. He imrediately
drafted the rules of election of representatives and a2 plan to
Form a Constituent Assevbly. Imredistely, hoever, the corrupt
elements of the psst wanted to rerain "underocratized” and tried
to overtihrow President Diem's pover and destroy the Hew Republic,
Before the election, the President first hzd to fight and destroy
certain undesirable relizious sects who were voliticsl rather than
religious and hiding behind the clozk of religion,

Tn Karch 1956 the neople elected their representatives to
form the Constituent Asserbly, The Asserbly worked about four
rmonths to draft a constitution and after dvaft was conpleted a
study of it - as made by the President over a period of = further
taree months., The draft of the Constitution has now been vasced
by the Assembly and was vromulzated on the 26th October, 1956 and
narked the foundation of tne Reputlic of Vietnam as a basis of
their democracy.

The Hew Republic is now in the third stage of rer struggle:
th-t is to strengthen the Hew Republic politically, economically

and socially, and, at the same time, to raise her prestige among

the international socisty. s for her internal security and order,
the laws, regulations and rmles governing this internal security
and order are joing to be written one by one in order to replace
the old ¥rench style of rule,

In the economic field, the -overnment has established rural
credit; renhabilitation of abandoned farms; setting up of industrial
rlants; and is, at wresent, setting up a land reform movement.

All t ese important e’forts are aiming toward the gsoal of "economic

independence",
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In the social field, President Ngo Dinh Diem has destroed
the corrupt elements such as eradicating garbling and prostitu-
tion, This was his starting point in bringing about a social
revolut ion,

His anti-illiteracy camvaign; encouracing sport activities
cronget the youth; and so on, all aim tovard a healthful and
intellectual future seneration of Vietnam,

Also the enti-Communist movements have been government-
sponsored programs under the control of the Hinistry of Youth
and Public Inforination, Free Vietnam wants to maintain a high
de-ree of anti-Communist spirit and morale of indepandence. The
President has said "the fight against Communism must be waged on

three fronts: spiritual, intellectual and material,"

Speaxing on the international affairs side, this country has

been recognized by some LO countries. Nevertheless, there are 15
diplomatic representatives and eight consulates from foreign
countries to Saigon, and yet from Vietnam to foreign countries
.there are only ten parmanent diplomatic missions and four consul-
ates. One of the reasons for the lesser numbers of representatives
to foreign countries, I believe, is due to lack of properly trained
versonnel,

In order to moreefiectively train oersonnel for diplomatic
positions the Government of Vietnam hasg tried to participate in
as many of the international conferences and activities as
possible, and there will be increasing endeavours to participate
in these conferences during this year, It is reported that
Vietnam has joined in over 30 international organizations and that
during the first quarter of 1956 she has participated in over 30
important international conferences. During the la tter part of
1956 Vietnam sent out various missions to other countries which

indicates a desire to increase diplomatic relations with these N
29|
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countries, President Ngo Dinh Diem is endeavouring to raise the
prestige of his country among international society.

Although the prospect of Free Vietnam is brightening in her
coming future, however, there are also several difficulties with
which the Government and the people of Vietnam continue to be con-

fronted,

1) FEconomic problems which face the Vietnamese are tremendous,
There is no local capital; no industries, and no exports., The value
of the banknote has been declining since the latter part of last
vear. There have also been signs that the market is lacking in daily-
consumption goods and consequently prices are climbing,

2) The Overseas Chinese problem is still "unsettled" and it
is having a grave effect on the improvement of the economic situation,
Apparently, the economig-powerful Chiﬁese businessmen are passively
resisting the government's volicy on 'citizenship! by using economic
boycott and non-cooperative measures,

3) The Vietnam Government has to fight corruption since only
recently has she taken over the administration from a corrunt rule,
The influence of this corrupt rule is still in evidence. As a result,
President Diem and his gzovernment have to train the governmental
of ficials with a patriotic spirit and new methods of handling the
administration,

L) Although the government and the people of Free Vietnam
never ce~-e in their effort to t ake very s trong measures to detect
Communist activities and also set up more positive programs to
fight the Communists ideologically; there still exists the danger
of Communist infiltration and subversion. The dissatisfied Chinese
among the one million Chinese community may become a good target
for Communist infiltration., The more left-leaning neighbouring
countries (Cambodia and Laos) constitute the bases for these infil-

trations along with the Communist-controlled part of Vietnam,
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However, it is still not likely that Free Vietnam will
be openly attacked by the Communists from the North, The dividing
17th Parallel is the narrowest part of Vietnam and the capital of
Saigon is very far away from the Northern border making Free

Vietnam comparatively easy to defend a military attack from the

North .

2. Publications on Korea.

I am glad to note that our National problem is gaining the
attention of the newspapers here in Vietnam. The Free Pacific
Press, which is sponsored by Archbishop Yu-pin of Manking, China,
has translated the full text of Your Excellency's New Year address
and it was published in several Chinese newspapers here,

Also many Chinese newspapers have given the topic of dis-
cussions of the U.N. on the Korean problem the most significant
space in their daily papers,

I attach a few of these in the newsclipping,

3. What happened in Vietnam.

a. Through the channel of its Embassy in Paris, the Finnish
Government recuested from the Government of Vietnam the granting of
Vietnam minimum customs tariff in favour of goods of origin and
coming from Finland, imported into Vietnam. Reciprocally, the
Finnish Government accepts the granting of the same privilege to
Vietnamese goods irported into Finland,

On December 20, 1956, the Vietnamese Government gave its
agreement to the Finnish Government's proposal.
Thus Finlandis the 20th country to benefit from the Vietnanm

minimum customs tariff,

>0
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b, The Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
of Nationalist China, Fr, Yuen Tse Ksien (.ii-%‘fﬂt,) arrived
nere on January 8th, To represent me, I sent my First Secretary
Son to the airport to greet him. It is reported that never have
there been so many Chinese people turn out to greet their country-
man as at this time., Tens of thousands were at the airport.

The Chinese people with much anxiety have been expecting their
First Minister, Mr., Yuen, whom they hope will be able to solve the
many problems with which they have been confronted since last year.

There is a report which says that only 590 Chinese have made the
decision to adopt Vietnamese Nationality. Of the one million
Cnhinese population resident in Vietnam it is estimated that the number
born in Vietmam is about 300,000,

c On January 7th President Ngo Dinh Diem gave a reception in
aonour of his newly-appointed Vice-President Nguyen Ngoc Tho. This
party took place in the Presidential Palace Park. A1l Chiefs of
diplometic and consular missions accredited to the Republic of Vietnam
were present, together with other distinguished guests and high-
ranking govermment officials. Mrs, Choi and I,accompanied by my First
Secretary Mr., Son and my Military Attache, Lt Colonel Lee, attended
tnis brilliant garden party,

d. The National Cultural Convention is holding its meeting in
Saigon, It was inauguwrated on Januvary 7th under the high chairman-
ship of President Ngo Dinh Diem and will close on January 13th, Over
1,000 representatives of all cultural branches of the capital and
nrovinces have gatiered for this convention,

The Secretary of State for Information and Youth, Mr. Tran Chanh
Thanh said in his opening speech:
"After the political, economic and social revolution, comes
the cultural one,"

294
The President in his »ddress said:
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"No force can stop a whole people determined to renovate.
A rising culture is the gauge of a strong capacity to

live and of the prozress of an unyielding people."

They athered in this convention to map out a cultural program

in the national field,

L. News from idjacent Countries.

a. Malaya,

It is reported that Sino-llalaya race riots have been occurring
in Penang of lMalaya since January 2nd and have not as yet ceased.

The Chief Minister, and the leader of the lMalayan race, is still
in London. After the news of the race riots reached him, he announced
that he would cut short his stay in London and return soon to Malaya.
On the other hand, the leader of the Chinese in IF'alaya, Sir Chenglock
Tan, has hurried to the spot and appealed to his countrvmen to live on
friendly terms with other races particularly as the eve of independence
For the country is so close. He further said that if Penang (the seat
of the race riots) did not give a =ood example that the racial dis-
orders could envelop other states and settlements of Malaya., He
suzgested the immediate formation of a Sino-Falaya League to develop
friendship and understanding between the two major races,

As I stated in my last report, if Falaya's leader, Tenka Abdul
Rahman, could not solve the problem of the Chinese population properly
he will be unable to be in control of the situation following their
independence in the coming August,

b. Cambodia,
The Kingdom of Cambodia has formed the 2nd San Yun Cabinet as
recommended by the Crown Prince, It is indeed strange to see a Prime

Finister hold all the most important jobs in the Cabinet while the

LY
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other members are only accredited to the Ninisters of lesser

ones,

The Prime Minister at the same time holds the Portfolios
of Foreign Affairs; National Defense; Home Affairs; Finance and

Economy, and Cleansing Ministries,
ith sentiments of deepest loyalty and highest esteem.
Respectfully,
Choi, Duk Shin

Minister of Republic of Korea
to Vietnam

His Excellency

President of the Republic of Korea,

Attachments:
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